

Happy holidays from 
downtown San Francisco! 


Manager Mason Bowling welcomes everyone 
to Ginger's Trois - the only gay bar in San 
Francisco's Financial District - and the place 
is decked out for the holidays. Owner Don 
Rogers opened the third incarnation of Gin¬ 
ger's (hence the "Trois") in 1991 at 246 
Kearny Street, at Sutter. "There's a great 5 
o'clock crowd with an elegant, ever-changing 
ambiance," Bowling said. Customers seem to 
agree. "There are cheerful, upbeat people 
here," commented Debra Kanaby, from 
Sacramento, who stopped by with a friend 
for a holiday drink one recent afternoon. The 
bar is open seven days a week. 


Ifappy fwliday<s 


from everyone at die 16.cA. % 
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Health officials 
say Internet is 
key in 

controlling SIDs 

by Matthew S. Bajko 


H ealth officials trying to combat 
rising rates of sexually transmit¬ 
ted diseases among men who have 
sex with men are increasingly turning 
to the Internet for help. 

From haranguing Web site owners 
into providing safe sex information to 
tracking down sexual partners of men 
who test positive for syphilis via e- 
mail, health officials are employing 
various online tools as regular means 
of prevention efforts. 

It is an approach officials with San 
Francisco’s Department of Public 
Health and at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention are pushing 
other health departments across the 
country to implement. A new report, 
published in the CDC’s December 19 
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Re¬ 
port, details how the Internet is be¬ 
coming the number one venue for gay 
men to meet other men for sex, and 
why health officials need to join this 
cyber world. 

According to the report, the num¬ 
ber of gay or bisexual men in San 
Francisco who reported meeting sex¬ 
ual partners through the Internet 
jumped from 12.2 percent in 2000 to 
37.4 percent in 2002, an increase of 
more than 200 percent. The men in¬ 
terviewed reported that they now 
meet nearly one-third of their sexual 
partners online, more than through 
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Moves to repeal DP law stumble 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

T wo antigay lawmakers received their 
Christmas gifts early this year. Lumps of 
coal. 

State Senator Pete Knight’s (R-Palmdale) 
and Assemblyman Ray Haynes’s (R-River¬ 
side) efforts to repeal AB205, the sweeping 
domestic partners bill Governor Gray Davis 
signed into law just weeks before being re¬ 
called from office, received two setbacks over 
the last seven days. 

First, a Sacramento Superior Court judge 
refused the lawmakers’ request for a prelimi¬ 
nary injunction against the law, which would 
have prevented the state from putting the law 
into effect. Judge Thomas M. Cecil ruled De¬ 
cember 18 that the lawmakers, along with the 
conservative group Campaign for California 


Families, had not shown that it was “reason¬ 
ably probable” that their challenge to AB205 
would succeed. 

Then on Monday, December 22 gay rights 
groups and lawmakers celebrated on the 
steps of the state Capitol the demise of a ref¬ 
erendum the conservative lawmakers had 
wanted to put on the November 2004 ballot. 
Antigay groups failed to meet the deadline to 
turn in the needed signatures to qualify their 
referendum, which would have asked voters 
to repeal AB205. 

After missing the deadline for the March 
2004 ballot earlier this month, the conserva¬ 
tive lawmakers said they were turning their 
attention to the lawsuit. Knight and Randy 
Thomasson, the executive director of CCF, 
have argued that AB205 violates Proposition 
22, a referendum voters passed in 2000 that 
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Local 
blackface 
performance 
sparks anger 

by Zak Szymanski 


A n incident at the popular drag show 
Trannyshack last week had some angry 
community members claiming racism, 
and others insisting that portraying 
racial stereotypes can be a fun way to reclaim 
hurtful images. 

On Tuesday, December 16, a performer at 
Trannyshack appeared on stage in blackface, a 
historically racist practice that was popular in 
the minstrel shows of the 1800s where white 
Americans would imitate black Americans for 
a white audience. Early blackface is largely 
held responsible for creating and enforcing 
the image of “the contented slave,” the danc¬ 
ing fool who needs nothing more than water¬ 
melon and music to be fulfilled. Blackface, 
with its exaggerated features, also deformed 
the body of African Americans, thereby ren¬ 
dering blacks as less than human, their voices 
only possible through the interpretation of 
whites. 

Last week’s Trannyshack - which is held 
on Tuesday nights at the Stud bar in the South 
of Market District - angered enough people 
that the topic was discussed at length on var¬ 
ious Internet message boards. 

“She came out in blackface: a biological 
white man in blackface performing for a vast¬ 
ly white, male dominated audience,” said one 
such message posted on Craigslist.org. “Not 
okay. I ran out. I still have a very haunting 
image of a white performer in blackface and 
white men laughing hysterically ... I did not 
see one performer on stage who did not pass 
as white.” 

For the record, according to Trannyshack’s 
emcee Heklina, the performer in question is 
half black. The night was billed as “Ebonica 
Hanukkah,” said Heklina, and was meant to 
spoof offensive stereotypes. 

“Trannyshack is all about being irreverent. 
There aren’t really any sacred cows at Tran- 
page 16 ► 


ULULL 


Governor Gray Davis acknowledges the cheers from the LGBT community at the signing of 
AB205 on September 19 at the LGBT Community Center. At left is Assemblywoman Jackie 
Goldberg (D-Los Angeles), the lead author of the bill. Behind Davis is Assemblyman Paul Ko- 
retz (D-West Hollywood). 
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a whole new experience. 


experience 
can work 
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Take advantage of Josh's 
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Permanent Hair 
Removal 

Now is the time to start treatment 
for smooth skin permanently by 
Spring or Summer. 
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Johfl Frizzell www-castroelectrology.com 

Registered Electrologist 
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by Zak Szymanski 


olidays can be lonely, over- 
stimulating, or stressful for 
many folks, but luckily San 
Francisco has a variety of offerings 
for people looking to build com¬ 
munity. 

The 16th annual sit-down din¬ 
ner of the AIDS Emergency 


Barry Witt, DDS 


Chris Bonin, DDS 


Fund will take place on Christmas 
Eve, Wednesday, December 24. 
The event is for people with 
HIV/AIDS and their friends and 
families and is held at the War 
Memorial Building, 401 Van Ness 
Avenue, in three separate seatings 
at noon, 1:30 p.m., and 3 p.m. 

More than 1,200 guests are ex¬ 
pected to attend the event, which 
features a turkey dinner with all 


Sacrcd Coaching 

REV. RANDY HIGGINS, PHD 

PSY 18370 


Thinking of buying, 
selling, or upgrading? 

Meet Josh Bottfeld- 


His 


the trimmings; and entertainment 
provided by the cast of Beach 
Blanket Babylon , The Carpenters, 
Ted Fox, Sheba, the Johnson 
Quartet, and John McCollough. 

The dinner is made possible by 
over 200 volunteers, and corpo¬ 
rate and foundation gifts from 
Steve Silver’s Beach Blanket Baby¬ 
lon, The Richard and Rhoda 
Goldman Fund, Academy of 
Friends, and Eli and Mae Rosen 
Foundation. For the 16th year in a 
row, Liz Baldwin of Bon Appetit 
Management Company has do¬ 
nated 80 cooked turkeys. This 
year’s menu also includes mashed 
potatoes and gravy, cranberry 
sauce, stuffing, assorted vegeta¬ 
bles, baked yams, fresh bread and 
butter, assorted cookies and cakes, 
and fresh fruit. 

To attend the AEF holiday 
gathering, pick up an invitation, 
available from any of the major 
AIDS organizations in the city. 
One invitation entitles a person 
with HIV/AIDS to attend and 
bring one guest. 

Tenderloin Tessie’s Annual 
Holiday Dinners takes place 
Christmas Day, Thursday, Decem¬ 
ber 25, at the First Unitarian 
Church at Franklin and Geary 
streets. 

Volunteers are needed for 
shifts including kitchen and set¬ 
up (December 24, 4-7 p.m.); din- 


Correction 

Two photos in the December 
18 Bay Area Reporter trib¬ 
ute to publisher Bob Ross 
were inadvertently not cred¬ 
ited. The photo on page 9 of 
Mr. Ross and Wayne Friday, 
and the photo on page 13 of 
Emperor Bob Ross and Em¬ 
press Ginger should have 
been credited to Rink Foto. 


People line up for food at last year's AEF Christmas Eve dinner. 


Director Janice Mirikitani said. “It 
is time for us to open our hearts 
and give hope to those in need.” 

Call (415) 674-6000 or visit 
www.glidememorial.org for more 
information. 

St. Anthony’s Foundation 

hosts its regular Christmas meal 
on December 25 at 45 Jones Street 
from 10:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. The 
first hour of the meal is specifical¬ 
ly set aside for seniors, the dis¬ 
abled, and families. From 11:30 
a.m. until 2 p.m., everyone is wel¬ 
come. For more information, call 
(415)241-2600. 

And the Haight-Ashbury 
Food Program serves Christmas 
dinner on December 25 from 
noon until 3 p.m. at 1525 Waller 
Street. Organizers say the event is 
“enjoyed by all who participate, 
whether eating, serving, or both,” 
and volunteers are asked to re¬ 
serve a slot by calling (415) 566- 
0366 or visiting www.thefoodpro- 
gram.org. V 


ESTATE PLANNING & PROBATE 
BUSINESS CONSULTATION 
ESTATE & DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS 


CONVENIENT 
CASTRO LOCATION 


ing room (December 25, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.); and clean-up (Decem¬ 
ber 25,4-6 p.m.). 

All members of the communi¬ 
ty are also welcome to attend din¬ 
ner; everyone will receive a meal 
and a holiday gift. For more infor¬ 
mation, call (415) 922-0242. 

Glide Memorial United 
Methodist Church is offering 
meals on Christmas Day from 7 
a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Donations of money and food 
are especially welcome and need¬ 
ed; checks can be sent to Glide at 
330 Ellis Street, San Francisco, 
94102; and donations can be 
dropped off at the side entrance. 

“This year has again been a dif¬ 
ficult year,” said Glide Executive 
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Parties planned 
for New Year’s Eve 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


rom casual dining to outra¬ 
geous parties, queer San 
Franciscans have a smorgas¬ 
bord of options to ring in 2004. 

Couples looking for an inti¬ 
mate setting to celebrate will find 
many Castro restaurants are plan¬ 
ning special dinners for the 
evening. Samovar Tea Lounge, 
which bills itself as the city’s first 
international tea lounge, is throw¬ 
ing a special New Year’s Eve Tea 
Party. Featuring five courses of 
food paired with five flights of 
teas, the tea lounge is hoping the 
party will be an appealing alterna¬ 
tive to more traditional, frenetic, 
and alcohol-soaked celebrations. 

“Too often, people equate 
drunken partying with having a 
good time,” said Jesse Jacobs, one 
of the owners of Samovar Tea 
Lounge. “At Samovar, we’re offer¬ 
ing something truly different - a 
chance to spend mindful time 
with friends old and new, enjoy 
delicious food and teas, and re¬ 
member it the next day and be¬ 
yond.” 

The evening will begin at 10 
p.m. on Wednesday, December 31. 
Guests will dine on caviar tea 
toasts, wild mushroom tartlettes, 
tofu vegetable curry, and Russian 
blinmes with a chocolate-maple 
glaze. Featured teas will include 
Black Peony Rosette, Silver Needle 
Bencha Puerh, Traditional Masala 


Chai, Kukicha Hatsukura 
Supreme Green Tea, and Samovar 
Russian Black Tea. 

Ticket prices are $48 per per¬ 
son and available by calling (415) 
626-4700 or e-mailing 
info@SamovarTea.com. The tea 
lounge is located at the corner of 
18th and Sanchez streets. 

At the other end of the spec¬ 
trum, the spirits will be flowing at 
several parties planned to bring in 
the new year, 

Gus Bean is readying for a spe¬ 
cial New Year’s Eve Metropolis at 
his 550 Barneveld, which will fea¬ 
ture a live show by The Gay Pimp, 
Jonny McGovern. McGovern 
turned his “soccer practice” song 
into a steamy, racy video where 
the gay pimp turns an Abercrom¬ 
bie boy gay. He has turned up on 
Ricki Lake’s talk show and MTV2 
this year. 

Now he is bringing his satirical 
mix of character comedy and 
dirty gay hits that became staples 
of the New York club scene to San 
Francisco. 

Along with the special perfor¬ 
mance, DJs Kimberly S and Neil 
Lewis will spin from 9 p.m. to 9 
a.m, Tickets cost $40 advance, $50 
at the door and can be bought at 
Gold’s Gym in the Castro, Body, 
Always Tan and Trim, or Body 
Body Wear. 

After the success of his “For¬ 
gotten Opera” party earlier this 
year, Ggreg Taylor is hosting “A 
Royal New Year’s Eve” with help 



Ggreg Taylor 


this time from Juanita More and 
Tafner, a friend of Taylor’s from 
the Burning Man dance camp Sol 
System. 

This time out attendees are 
asked to wear all things regal, 
risque, kinky, and courtly. Tafner 
is bringing with him San Francis¬ 
co DJs Dragn’fly (Ephiphany), 
Laird (Boombox), Lewis (Sugar), 
RonE (Vibrant), Tamo (Garage 
Mahal), as well as himself. More 
will be producing her party Booty 
Call on the second dance floor 
with Ken Vuision and Derek B. 

Taylor has also lined up a 
trapeze artist, hoop artists, and 
belly dancers to perform along 
with Pepperspray, who’ll be 
page 16 ► 
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DONATE 


Your CAR, TRUCK, BOAT OR RV 
Help people living with HIV & AIDS 

Free towing. Great tax benefits. We handle DMV paper work. 

AIDS Donation Center 

1 


GET FAST REUEF FROM... 

• Back, Neck, Hip. Knee or Ankle Pain 

• Headaches • Muscle & Joint Aches 

• Sciatica • Auto Injuries & Work Comp Cases 

Located on the Muni K Line. 

Easy street parking • Evening & weekend hours 

Advantage CmoPMcnc 

• PAIN REUEF CENTER • 

Call today for a free consultation 

SS- 587-7000 R 

2445 Ocean Ave. (1/2 Block East of Junlpero Serai 


Is your chiropractor 

Attentive? 


Or are you getting the same treatment time after time? 


We invite you to experience 

compassionate chiropractic care 

in the comfort of our beautiful home in the Mission. 


Brian Rizzo, DC 


Active Release Technique 
Sports Chiropractic 
Soft Tissue Injuries 
Joint Injuries/Pain 
Headaches/Neck Pain 

415.642.4363 

2762 21st Street 

in the Mission 















































































4 BAY AREA REPORTER 25 December 2003 




Ambition 


Levalar & Hunter Douglas 
Window Coverings 
Discount Prices 
Installation Available 


LET DARRYL 
PREPARE YOUR 
FREE ESTIMATE 


415 . 255.0170 


.0/70 I 


l bankruptcy 
LAW OFFICE 

THOMAS R. BURNS 

of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys 

. DEBT RELIEF • KEEP YOUR PROPERTY 

. ELIMINATE OR CONSOLIDATE ALL DEBTS 
Attention & A Positive Approach 

free telephone consultation 

CALL FOR A FRESH START 

i(4i 5 ) 543-9900 

703 Market Street, Suite 1109 San Francisco 
WW w.tburnslaw.com 



1 hour massage 1 
rejuvenating facial 
ultra-speed tan 


tan&trim 


550b eastro street, san francisco 
open 7 days a week 
1+(415) 626.8505 


gift certificates available 


photo: stevenunderhill. 



CowdenCjlL Automotive 


A part of the gay community since 1978. 

(415) 777-9858 

B75 FOLSOM JUST EAST OF 5TH STREET 
WWW.CITVSEARCH.COM/SFO/COWOENAUTO 


2003 was mixed bag 
for two gay prisoners 


by Ed Walsh 


F or the past 17 years, Mark 
Smith’s only Christmas wish 
was that the holiday would 
soon be over. 

Last Christmas seemed even 
more bleak than usual. As an in¬ 
mate at the California Men’s 
Colony prison in San Luis Obispo, 
the one perk for prisoners - a bag 
of candy - was eliminated because 
of budget cuts. 



Mark Smith with his mom, 
Dolores Padilla. 


Smith insisted his family not 
visit him on Christmas. He didn’t 
want to be reminded that he was 
in prison on that day and he did¬ 
n’t want his family to spend 
Christmas there either. 

Smith, 47, suffers from AIDS, 
cancer, heart disease, and Parkin¬ 
son’s disease. He’s in the midst of a 
new health scare, a spot on one of 
his lungs that could be a recur¬ 
rence of cancer. 

Despite the health challenges, 
this year may be the best ever for 
Smith and his family. Smith 
walked out of prison on parole on 
September 25 for the first time in 
more than 17 years. 

Smith plans to spend Christ¬ 
mas this year with family and 
friends. Freedom has given him a 
new appreciation for simple 
things in life that he once took for 
granted. Simple things like a 
padded chair or a home cooked 
meal seem like a luxury now. 

“When I first saw the ocean, I 


was overwhelmed,” Smith told the 
Bay Area Reporter last week. 

A passing visit to some of his 
old haunts in West Hollywood 
was also a bittersweet reminder of 
his life in the 1980s cocaine-fueled 
fast lane that eventually led to his 
arrest for homicide. Smith was 
convicted of second-degree mur¬ 
der for being an accomplice in the 
1985 killing of a reputed drug 
dealer in a dispute over watered- 
down cocaine. Smith maintained 
that he played no part in the crime 
and was regretful that he was un¬ 
able to prevent the murder. 

Kevin Leigh was also convicted 
of second-degree murder for his 
involvement in the crime. In an 
exclusive interview with the 
B.A.R. earlier this year, Leigh con¬ 
fessed that he, not Smith, mur¬ 
dered the victim, but Leigh said 
that Smith was involved in the 
fight that led to the crime. 

Smith had battled former Gov¬ 
ernor Gray Davis for parole in the 
courts for three years. He is the 
only prisoner who was released 
despite an order from Davis 
blocking parole. Davis once 
vowed to block the parole of all 


convicted killers. In his five years- 
in office, he only allowed parole 
for eight of the 294 inmates whose 
release was approved by the Board 
of Prison Terms, which only rec¬ 
ommends parole for about 1 per¬ 
cent of eligible prisoners. Davis 
granted most of the eight releases 
after he was re-elected a year ago. 

“Gray Davis and I are both fi¬ 
nally out - I’m out of prison and 
he is out of the governor’s office - 
both in time for Christmas,” 
Smith told the B.A.R. 

Rosenkrantz case 

Smith’s case parallels that of 
another gay prisoner, Robert 
Rosenkrantz, who was convicted 
of second-degree murder for an 
unrelated homicide in Los Ange¬ 
les County in 1985. Rosenkrantz 
shot and killed a former school¬ 
mate who physically attacked him 
on the night of his high school 
graduation and later outed him to 
his father. 

Rosenkrantz has also battled 
Davis for parole. Two superior 



Robert Rosenkrantz 


court judges and two appeals 
court panels independently ruled 
that Rosenkrantz had been illegal¬ 
ly denied parole but Davis ap¬ 
pealed those rulings. The former 
governor finally won when the 
California Supreme Court ruled 
in his favor last year. 
Rosenkrantz’s appeal to the feder¬ 
al courts is pending. 


Rosenkrantz’s case may soon be 
in the hands of Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. His next parole 
hearing is scheduled for January 5. 
Rosenkrantz’s lawyer, well-known 
San Francisco appellate attorney 
Dennis Riordan, told the B.A.R. 
that the parole board is still under 
court order to find Rosenkrantz 
suitable for parole and to set a pa¬ 
role date. Assuming it follows that 
order, Schwarzenegger will have to 
decide whether to block his parole. 
If he simply does nothing, 
Rosenkrantz will be freed. 

Parole advocates’ initial opti¬ 
mism over Schwarzenegger’s 
stance on parole is fading. Shortly 
after taking office last month, he 
approved the parole of two of the 
three cases that crossed his desk. 
But his record since then swayed 
the average in the other direction. 
Of the 12 cases he’s had to consid¬ 
er, Schwarzenegger has allowed 
only five to be paroled. He blocked 
parole for six and sent one case 
back to the Board of Prison Terms 
for review. ▼ 


“When I first saw the ocean, I 
was overwhelmed,” Smith told the 
Bay Area Reporter last week. 
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San Francisco's LGBT Community Center has endured a tough year. 


Community center 
back on track after 
a tumultuous year 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


ix months after being 
named executive director of 
the LGBT Community Cen¬ 
ter, Thom Lynch has turned a fail¬ 
ing operation into a juggernaut 
within the city’s gay community 
and a must-stop locale for the De¬ 
mocratic presidential contenders 
and other politicians. 

News media from around the 
world seek him out for comment 
on stories about gay rights. Con¬ 
fident in Lynch’s leadership of the 
center, corporations and founda¬ 
tions have begun to financially 
support the building. 

He has welcomed into the 
40,000 square foot building a gay 
business group, a program for 
homeless queer youth, and an 
economic incubator for the gay 
community. He also announced 
that a gay couple had been picked 
to operate the long vacant cafe 
space in the center. The cafe, to be 
called the Three Dollar Bill Cafe, 
is set to open next March. 

He is in talks with five LGBT 
nonprofit groups he wants to 
move into the building beginning 
in February and is looking to 
overhaul how the center rents its 
meeting space to groups. 

And he is holding his breath 
that the community has noticed. 



Thom Lynch is receiving plaudits 
for working to turn the center 
around. 


The first test to gauge community 
sentiment about the turnaround 
in the center’s fortunes will come 
in January, when renewal notices 
go out to center members. 

“We have no idea what that is 
going to look like,” said Lynch. “I 
hope the response will be people 
will be happy with the direction 
we are going and will step up and 
renew their memberships.” 

In a release on the center’s top 
milestones of 2003, Lynch chal¬ 
lenges individuals in the commu¬ 
nity to continue to support the 


center. Financial support from the 
community is the one piece miss¬ 
ing from what has otherwise been 
an amazingly successful change in 
leadership at the center. 

Both Lynch and Scott Wiener, 
co-chair of the center’s board of 
directors, acknowledge that dona¬ 
tions from individuals remain 
lackluster and increasing the level 
of giving from the community 
will be a top priority in 2004. 

“In terms of getting people to 
support the center financially, we 
need to make the case to the com¬ 
munity why they should do that,” 
said Wiener. “I think we are doing 
that. In the last six months Thom 
Lynch has done a phenomenal job 
making the community under¬ 
stand the relevance of the center, 
the relevance of the programs we 
are sponsoring now and doing in 
the future. People are already sup¬ 
porting the center more than they 
were a year ago.” 

Economic meltdown 

Last winter the board was 
slowly beginning to realize that 
the center was facing an econom¬ 
ic meltdown. Their contractor had 
placed a mechanic’s lien on the 
building due to unpaid bills and 
the center was spending more 
money than it was taking in. After 
less than a year on the job, then- 
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A matter of balance 


A s we rushed to get this issue to bed 
because of early holiday deadlines, a 
story in Sunday’s New York Times 
leapt out at us, and, as we read it, increas¬ 
ingly we became more frustrated and 
angry. The December 21 story, prominent¬ 
ly featured on page 1 above the fold, was 
headlined “Strong Support Is Found For 
Ban On Gay Marriage.” While it’s not news 
to us that proponents of gay marriage have 
a steep hill to climb, Sunday’s story report¬ 
ing on a Times !CBS News poll that shows 
the majority of Americans favor a constitu¬ 
tional amendment banning gay marriage 
was numbing - mostly for the way in which 
it was reported. 

The Times is the country’s top newspa¬ 
per and, despite its own share of newsroom 
troubles this past year, generally covers sto¬ 
ries in depth. The Times regularly has run 
stories on gay marriage issues, particularly 
since June’s Supreme Court decision strik¬ 
ing down sodomy laws and last month’s 
Massachusetts decision giving same-sex 
couples the right to marry. In between 
those two major developments, social con¬ 
servatives and the religious right have put 
new energy into the Federal Marriage 
Amendment, which would amend the U.S. 
Constitution to exclude same-sex marriage. 
Never mind that we already have the De¬ 
fense of Marriage Act, the homophobes 
who have signed on as co-sponsors of the 
FMA want it to be part of the very fabric 
that forms our government. 

The major flaw with the Times' story 
Sunday was that it lacked balance. Of the 
1,057 people surveyed in telephone inter¬ 
views between December 10-13 for the poll, 
in follow-up interviews the newspaper 
could find only one person to quote who 
supports same-sex marriage, and his com¬ 
ment came at the very end of the story. In 
newsroom jargon, it was buried. Mean¬ 
while, those surveyed who support the 
amendment were quoted more prominent¬ 
ly in the story, and their antigay bias virtu¬ 
ally went unanswered by gay rights advo¬ 
cates. 

Why didn’t the reporters contact one of 
the couples involved in the Massachusetts 
decision or the lawyers who argued on their 
behalf? Why wasn’t a representative from 
one of several marriage equality groups 
contacted? The story mentioned Califor¬ 
nia’s AB205, which goes into effect in 2005, 
and the fact that it is under threat of a legal 
challenge. Yet the story neglected to men¬ 
tion that antigay lawmakers failed in their 
effort to get a referendum on the California 
ballot to repeal the law. Surely that demon¬ 
strates there are problems with antimar¬ 


riage proponents too. 

The article’s lead writer was Katharine 
Q. Seelye, one the Times' top correspon¬ 
dents in Washington, D.C., however, the 
only representation the community got was 
in the form of a single quote from Winnie 
Stachelberg, political director of the 
Human Rights Campaign. She men¬ 
tioned that it would be a “very bad 
idea” to amend the Constitution 
for social issues. 

We expect more from the 
Times. This is a newspaper that 
just last week ran a great feature 
story on two gay men, Gustavo Archilla, 

88, and Elmer Lokkins, 84, who crossed 
the Canadian border near Ni¬ 
agara Falls and were married 
after living together for six 
decades. 

“The couple capture what some in the 
gay rights movement say is an essential but 
unappreciated point in the argument for 
same-sex marriage: it offers something 
more basic and profound than survivor 
benefits or shared health care,” reporter An¬ 
drea Elliott wrote in the December 16 story. 
“For many gays and lesbians, the power of 
marriage lies in the sanctity of its tradition, 
its social legitimacy - the very thing oppo¬ 
nents of gay marriage are mobilizing at the 
highest levels to protect. 

“For Mr. Archilla and Mr. Lokkins, the 
need for an official blessing was so basic 


that until they married, they could not 
make their relationship public. It was only 
on the evening of November 12, after they 
wed, that they embraced in front of others 
for the first time.” 

That’s a pretty succinct summary of the 
battle over same-sex marriage now roiling 
the country. And we know that more edu¬ 
cation is needed, and that LGBT peo¬ 
ple need to continue to come out to 
others. That was one point men¬ 
tioned in the Sunday story on the poll 
- that the most positive feelings to¬ 
ward gay people were registered 
among respondents under 30, and 
^ among those who knew gay people. 

Unfortunately, the Times' 
Sunday story made us feel that 
a step backward had taken 
place, that we were relegated 
to the back of the bus, so to speak, and that 
our voices weren’t heard. One of the huge 
problems with most of the reporting of gay 
marriage by the mainstream media is that 
there is a near lack of examination of the 
views expressed by those opposed to same- 
sex marriage: from what does marriage 
need to be protected? What is it about gay 
marriage that straights find so threatening? 

We’ll be sending a copy of this editorial 
to Daniel Okrent, the new public editor of 
the Times , and we hope he decides to ad¬ 
dress this issue in an upcoming column. If 
he does, we’ll let you know. ▼ 
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by Robert Buchanan 


( have given and received a lot of gifts in 
my lifetime. Sometimes giving gifts is a 
great joy and easy. This is when I know 
the person well and can find just the right 
thing that will make a contribution to her 
or his life. Other times giving gifts is a strug¬ 
gle and much more work. These are the 
times when maybe I don’t know the person 
as well, or maybe they already seem to have 
everything I might be able to give. Regard¬ 
less, giving gifts is a wonderful and powerful 
way that we express ourselves to one anoth¬ 
er. 

I believe that one of the greatest gifts is 
the gift of sex. I think sex makes a unique 
and special contribution to our lives. Part of 
the reason I think sex is a special gift is be¬ 
cause of who the gift comes from. First of 
all, God has given humanity the gift of sex. 
The Creator made us to physically bring 
pleasure to one another. 

There have been times when some in the 
Church have missed this point and thought 
that sex was evil, or at best simply a way of 
reproduction. They missed the point. The 
creation stories of scripture indicate that 
God was far more interested in companion¬ 
ship and pleasure than the ability to repro¬ 
duce. God sought a companion for the first 


human and worked until that companion¬ 
ship was satisfactory. The creation story 
doesn’t mention reproduction until much 
later when the first couple left the Garden of 
Eden. 

Now, I’m not a biologist, but I know that 
God has other options regarding reproduc¬ 
tion. Asexual reproduction can be found 
in nature. This is reproduction where 
no partner is needed. It is more com¬ 
mon than we may realize. For ex¬ 
ample, whiptail lizards reproduce 
without a partner. Their bodies di¬ 
vide in half. One half grows a new 
head and the other half grows a 
new tail. Thus one becomes two. 

Since other possible 
options exist regarding 
reproduction; the Creator 
must have had other 
things in mind when humanity was created 
with sexuality. I’m convinced that’s because 
God wants us to have fun. Christians who 
think pleasure is a bad thing are simply fool¬ 
ing themselves. Pleasure is a very good 
thing. The Apostle Paul wrote to young 
Timothy, “For everything created by God is 
good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is re¬ 
ceived with thanksgiving” (I Timothy 4:4). 
Thank God for the gift of sex. 

Sex is not only a gift from God, however. 
It is a gift from the partner who is sharing 


him or herself with us. Sex is best when we 
receive it as a free gift from a partner who 
wants to contribute pleasure to our lives 
while we at the same time give ourselves to 
the other in a way that is a gift of pleasure to 
our partner. There is nothing that prevents 
us from pleasuring ourselves, but when we 
give ourselves to one another for mutual 
pleasure, sex is a genuine gift of the highest 
caliber. Vulnerability, intimacy, and down¬ 
right fun combine as an offering of both 
parties to the fulfillment of the 
other. That’s why Paul wrote that 
our bodies do not belong just to 
us, but also to our partner (I 
Corinthians 7:4). 

There was a time in my 
life when, if I could, I 
would have preferred to 
be heterosexual. Needless 
to say that was because of the social pres¬ 
sures and stigma that were attached to being 
gay. Now that I have found some maturity 
and a genuinely loving partner, I could not 
be paid enough to even want to be hetero. 
God makes us diverse and unique creatures. 
The Creator gives us many wonderful gifts, 
including the gift of two homosexual lovers 
sacrificially giving themselves for mutual 
pleasure and love. Maybe if more hetero¬ 
sexual Christians found what the gift of sex 
page 10 ► 
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Remembering Bob Ross 

Congratulations on the bang-up job with the 
B.A.R.’s commemoration of Bob Ross’s life [December 
18 issue]. In the end, he will be remembered for his 
vision, his courage, his generosity, his willingness to 
take a chance on individuals - all of which shaped our 
community and made life infinitely better for millions 
of people in America, most of whom he did not know 
and most of whom did not know who he was. No 
doubt Bob would have been uncomfortable with the 
plaudits - gay men of his generation (and subsequent 
ones as well) often have a hard time with praise. But 
we think he would have been pleased that his tireless 
work on behalf of our community was recognized 
and appreciated. Few people have such a legacy. 

Robert W. Melbourne 
Gustavo Serina 
San Francisco 

A blast from the past 

In 1975 I was a young Teamster official directing 
the boycott of Coors beer. Harvey Milk had me meet 
with Bob at his office on Howard Street. Bob said, 
“What can I do to help you?” I wanted to place ads in 
the B.A.R. to inform the gay community 
about Coors. Bob said, “Who is going to 
pay - you or the Teamsters union?” I told 
him I was doing this on my own. “In that 
case,” Bob said, “give me $5.” 

Bob and the B.A.R. helped a lot. I shall 
never forget Bob’s kindness. 

Allan Baird 
San Francisco 

‘Gentle giant’ has gone to sleep 

A gentle giant has gone to sleep. There will never 
be another Bob Ross, who was, to me, for many, many 
years a true friend. Many of my colleague’s lives and 
careers have warm and historic memories. 

Marvin-Michel LeGrier II, Esq. 

San Francisco 

Appreciates column 

Dear Mr. Marcus: I was deeply saddened and 
moved by your recent loss of your friend and mentor 
Bob Ross [“Tribute to a mentor,” Leather, December 
18], My condolences. It was a stirring remembrance 
in your column and it reminded me how important it 
is to inform the next generation of how the world of 
the gay community looked in the “early days.” So 
much we have now is taken for granted and much 
work and true activism took place before we all got to 
where we are today. How lucky you are to have been 
such a part of the real beginnings of the gay and les¬ 
bian movement in North American history. 

Being “out” as a gay man-since 1977,1 am fortu¬ 
nate to have witnessed (and hopefully been an active 
part of) change in Toronto. But you were truly at the 
center of the movement. 

Bob Ross has left an indelible mark on gay history 
and in the many lives he touched. So many pioneers 
have passed but they are never forgotten when we 
continue to pay tribute to their life. Thank you for 
your words. 

John Bassett 
Board Member/Media Relations 
Mr. Leatherman Toronto Competition Inc. 

Gay senior housing needed 

I’m writing to thank B.A.R. for the wonderful ar¬ 
ticle in the December 11 issue acknowledging Open- 
house [“Many changes for LGBT senior residence pro¬ 
ject”]. 

For the past two years I have been volunteering for 
this great group of dedicated people, working to 
make mixed income LGBT senior housing a reality in 
San Francisco. At a time when so many services are 
being cut that the city’s ability to care for its own cit¬ 
izens is in dire question, nonprofit organizations like 
Openhouse hold the light of hope for the future. 

Jennifer Ware 
San Francisco 

Migden and Gonzalez 

Boo hoo! Wayne Friday whines that Board of 
Equalization member Carole Migden was seen walk¬ 
ing with then-mayoral candidate Supervisor Matt 
Gonzalez at the memorial march for George Moscone 
and Harvey Milk [“Newsom keeps S.F. in Democratic 
hands,” December 18]. Friday suggests this action 
somehow indicates that Migden, who did not endorse 
a candidate for mayor, perhaps leaned toward Gon¬ 
zalez’s candidacy. 

Perhaps Migden would have walked with Gavin 
Newsom too, had he deigned to attend the march. 

Alan Collins 
San Francisco 

Side effects of drug 

This is regarding the Reyataz ads that appeared in 
the November 27 and December 4 issues. I wanted to 
share with you and your readers the side effects I had 


while on a combination using Reyataz. 

Blood dripping out of my right nostril, severe pain 
in my stomach/diaphragm area, below normal tem¬ 
peratures, tightening of muscles causing severe pain 
and the inability to walk and grasp normally, weight 
loss, hair loss on head and thighs, lowered thyroid lev¬ 
els, increased (over 3 times the normal range) triglyc¬ 
erides levels, platelets dropped considerably, twitch¬ 
ing of my nerves, night sweats, taste buds off, mental 
and emotional state thrown off balance, veins in tem¬ 
ple areas became more prominent, and soreness in 
lower back area. 

Because of these serious side effects, I would like 
to see the B.A.R. refuse these ads from Bristol-Myers 
Squibb until they can prove that these side effects are 
not related to their new medication, Reyataz. 

I would also like to make contact with others who 
have had similar problems with this medication to in¬ 
terview for my local cable access show, The Steven 
Keller Show. I can me e-mailed at 
leolion_sf@yahoo.com. 

It’s time to stand up against the pharmaceutical 
companies, and to stop accepting the mantra from 
our doctors that these medications are “better than 
not taking anything.” When, in fact, they are destroy¬ 
ing our lives and our bodies. 

Steven D. Keller 
San Francisco 

I remember Monty 

A few weeks ago you ran an article on 
the life and career of Montgomery Clift 
[“Tortured star,” November 27]. It 
brought back some very pleasant mem¬ 
ories for me. I met Monty in the early 
months of 1940 in New York. I was 21 years old and 
Monty was only 19 but he had already appeared on 
the Broadway stage. 

We met in the Gotham Book Mark on 51st Street. 
The proprietor, Frances Steloff, was an old friend of 
mine, and she had been telling me about this remark¬ 
able young man, Montgomery Clift (one of her cus¬ 
tomers) and how talented he was and how handsome. 
“You two boys ought to get together,” she said. Well, 
one day we did just that. We both happened to be in 
the Gotham at the same time and Frances introduced 
us. 

Perhaps it sounds a bit ridiculous if I say it was love 
at first sight, but the truth is that it was certainly “like” 
at first sight - and it was a mutual “like” because we 
spent the next four weeks together, constantly in each 
other’s company. 

Monty was very unique: he was kind, he was intel¬ 
ligent, he was endlessly interested in everything 
around him, but most striking to me was the intensi¬ 
ty of his probing mind. He had this faculty of looking 
at you and making you think that you were the only 
person on earth. For the moment, perhaps you were. 
It was very flattering, but I soon learned that so far as 
Monty was concerned, it was real. He deeply observed 
every incident that came to his attention and analyzed 
it - taking it apart to see if there was anything in it 
that he could use in his art. 

For example, at the time, I was a student at the 
Hanya Holm Dance Studio. Monty wanted to know 
everything I could tell him about dance. I introduced 
him to Hanya and to some other dancers that I knew 
(Martha Graham and Agnes deMille) and he ab¬ 
sorbed every minute, every word, every gesture. It was 
just the way he was: intensely observing and always 
consuming experience. It was as if he wanted to keep 
every moment of his life in some kind of akashic trea¬ 
sure chest so he could use it later when the occasion 
might arise. Well, for him, many occasions did arise. 

Monty was particularly fascinated by Hanya’s 
teaching of the von Laban Dance Notation system. He 
thought it might be something that an actor could 
use. At the time, Hanya was the only dancer who used 
a choreologer to record her dances. Years later Hanya 
was the first dancer in the United States to get a copy¬ 
right on her choreography; she got it for her dances in 
Kiss Me Kate. I have often wondered if Monty knew 
about that; I’m sure it is the kind of thing that would 
fascinate him. 

Well, as I said, I spent about four happy weeks see¬ 
ing Monty every day. We went to concerts, museums, 
studios, or just hung out in the park or on Riverside 
Drive. We talked late into the night. Then, Monty was 
selected for a role in the play There Shall Be No Night 
and the stars, Lynn Fontaine and Alfred Hunt, took 
Monty up to their home in New England for inten¬ 
sive rehearsals. I never saw him again. 

Stephen E. Kellogg 
San Francisco 


Send letters to the Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94103. Letters must be 
signed, and include an address and daytime phone 
number for verification purposes only. Unsigned 
letters will not be printed. E-mail letters are 
accepted at BARpaper@aol.com. Please put 
“letter to the editor” in the subject line, and also 
include an address and phone number. Letters 
may be edited for space. 
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The best of 2003’s worst 


by Gwendolyn Ann Smith 


he holiday season is, for 
many, a time of giving. 
Rather than giving out all 
the good gifts currently sitting 
under a tree in the other room, I’d 
like to hand out something a little 
different. I’d like to take a moment 
and recognize those of a more du¬ 
bious nature. It’s a little honor I 
like to call a “lumpy,” after the 
mythical lump of coal given to the 
naughty by a certain jolly old elf 
in some seasonal beliefs. 

In doing so, I realize that 
there are just so many pos¬ 
sible recipients. The media 
alone could earn enough 
coal to power most of 
the Bay Area. 

Topping my 
list would be 
the made-and- 
immediately- 
shelved reality TV program, 
There's Something About Miriam, 
in which six men vied to the win 
affection of a woman - only to 
have her revealed as a preoperative 
transsexual in the final episode. 
It’s yet another example of the 
type of reality program that Joe 
Millionaire ushered in, and one 
that shows just how low the genre 
can really stoop. 

Speaking of bending low, I’d 
also have to give one to the ad 
company who came up with an 
advertisement selling DiGiorno’s 
pizza. In this stellar example of the 
adman’s craft, the “transgender 
woman” depicted is shown with 
something akin to a 7 o’clock 
shadow, chest hair that resembles 
a shag carpet, and a coarse, bass 
voice. In it, “she” speaks of having 
to be honest about something 
with her male suitor - the pizza 
isn’t delivery. Haw, haw. Enjoy 
your coal. 

Of course, I have to also look at 
the news media. Topping my own 
personal list - and edging out the 
one reporter who asked by what 
gender I wanted to be identified - 
is the Los Angeles Times. It seems 
that the Times, regardless of the 
Associated Press, much of the rest 
of the news media, the mother of 
the deceased, and continued pres¬ 
sure from LGBT activists, contin¬ 
ues to identify transgender 
teenager and murder victim Gwen 
Araujo by her birth name and 
pronoun. 

Speaking of Araujo, I would 
give a “lumpy” to the judge who 


let one of her alleged killers out on 
bail, but he was more than willing 
to rescind it after the conclusion 
of the preliminary trial in March 
of this year. A similar issue came 
up in Washington, D.C., with the 
alleged killer of another young 
transgender woman who was re¬ 
leased on bail, only to have it re¬ 
scinded. 

Rather than criticizing those 
judges, I’ll have to “award” the 
Philadelphia Police Department 
for its continued foot dragging on 
yet another death. Nizah Morris 
died in December 2002, and 
was discovered bleeding to 
death just minutes after a 
police “courtesy ride.” I 
cannot help but wonder if 
this is why the police ini¬ 
tially refused the coroner’s 
stance that it 
was homicide, 
and have done 
little to find a 
killer in the last 12 months. 

Fresh on the list has got to be 
the Washington, D.C. Fire Depart¬ 
ment, which is currently being 
sued by a lesbian diversity trainer. 
It seems that a number of fire¬ 
fighters and EMS workers have 
been making hostile and insulting 
remarks about said trainer, and 
some officials allegedly went so far 
as to debate which bathroom the 
trainer should use. 

The program of which the 
trainer was a part? No less than 
the human diversity training se¬ 
ries named after Tyra Hunter, a 
transgender woman whose death 
was blamed partially on poor care 
and insensitivity on the part of the 
DCFD. Indeed, a diversity pro¬ 
gram specifically about gay and 
transgender issues. 

I don’t even want to look at 
politics, because while coal is 
cheap, especially in bulk, the 
postage would just kill me. I 
would love to send something to 
those who still don’t seem ready to 
support fully transgender-inclu- 
sive versions of the Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act or Local 
Law Enforcement Enhancement 
Act. 

The biggest “lumpy” I’ve saved 
for last, and it’s for “junk science” 
author J. Michael Bailey. He 
picked 2003 to release his book 
The Man Who Would Be Queen: 
The Science of Gender-Bending 
and Transsexualism. 

The text was little more than 
throwback, citing the flawed re¬ 
search of Dr. Ray Blanchard, as well 





as the “work” done by Bailey to cre¬ 
ate his own views of both effemi¬ 
nate gay men and transsexuals at 
large. The short version is this: 
male to female transsexuals are ei¬ 
ther men with a severe version of 
homosexuality, or men with a 
fetish for feminizing themselves. If 
one doesn’t fit the above, then they 
are either lying or in denial. 

It would be laughable if he 
wasn’t selling this as science, and 
if the book wasn’t released by a 
reputable publisher. It becomes 
frightening when one sees how 
quickly some of the religious right 
have latched onto this text as 
proof of our own deviance. 

Of course, they ignore the fact 
that Bailey is being investigated by 
the college at which he wrote his 
text: it seems that he may have 
done his “research” in exchange 
for favors, and without making it 
clear that this was indeed “re¬ 
search.” Indeed, much of his time 
seems to have been spent in the 
bars around Chicago, talking with 
a handful or so of the women 
there while ignoring most others. 
Yes, I shouldn’t even need to add 
that he’s also accused of sleeping 
with at least one of his so-called 
subjects. 

For that, he deserves this 
Phyrric victory. J. Michael Bailey, 
the worst of the worst of 2003, 
enjoy your “lumpy” along with the 
rest. You may need it. 

I only hope that 2004 finds a 
lot less people out there trying to 
earn their place on my own, per¬ 
sonal naughty list. T 


Gwen Smith would much rather 
hand out diamonds than coal. 
You can find her on the Web at 
www.gwensmith.com. 


Holiday fun for the kids 



S nowflake the Elf" makes balloon hats for, from left, Michael, Aubrey, and Lilly as Eddy waits his 
turn at the Our Family Coalition's holiday party earlier this month in San Francisco. 0FC is an orga¬ 
nization for LGBT parents and their families, and hosts several fun-filled events throughout the year. 
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Gov’s power play annoys 
legislative leaders 


by Wayne Friday 


hen Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger de¬ 
clared the state of Cali¬ 
fornia a fiscal disaster last week 
and imposed a martial law of 
sorts, he broke with legislative 
leaders of both political parties 
and invoked one-time emergency 
powers to make $150 million in 
cuts - largely in social service 
programs - without the approval 
of state lawmakers. 

By invoking the emergency 
budget powers that the Legisla¬ 
ture had previously given to Gray 
Davis, Schwarzenegger threw a 
temporary lifeline to local gov¬ 
ernments, which are fac¬ 
ing devastating cuts to 
public safety and other 
essential services. But the 
move doesn’t for 
minute solve the 
state’s huge budget 
crisis, and his decision 
to go around 
the Legislature 
does little 
other than to 
move the pain around. 

Blaming the “Democratic 
leadership” of the Legislature, 
Schwarzenegger said, “I was elect¬ 
ed by the people of this state to 
lead; since the legislative leader¬ 
ship [read: Democrats] refuses to 
act, I will act without them.” 
While Schwarzenegger’s surprise 
move last week was short-term 
good news for cities and counties, 
it was truly a temporary solution 
and the act did little for 
Schwarzenegger’s shaky relation¬ 
ship with lawmakers. 

Some Democratic legislators 
in particular are actually openly 
questioning the legality of the 
governor’s move, but Democrat¬ 
ic state Controller Steve Westly 
- who will be the one to cut the 
checks to local officials - said he 
supports the idea and believes it 
is, in fact, legal. Senate President 
Pro tern John Burton (D-San 
Francisco) said this week that al¬ 
though he has attorneys actually 
reviewing Schwarzenegger’s un¬ 
orthodox move of declaring a de- 
facto “budgetary martial law,” 
even he doesn’t anticipate any 
legal action. “The way this was 
handled by the governor didn’t 
help one bit; if a Democratic gov¬ 
ernor had tried to do this, the Re¬ 
publicans up here would be 
screaming off the charts,” Burton 
snapped. 

To make up for money cities 
and counties lost when he cut the 
vehicle license fee immediately 
upon taking office, the governor 
raided funds for state universi¬ 
ties, farmworkers, and - ironical¬ 
ly - even the Department of 
Motor Vehicles. Local govern¬ 
ments have lost more than $300 
million since Schwarzenegger 
made good on his promise to cut 
the car tax and will have to ab¬ 
sorb any further cuts to health 
care and social services. Repeal¬ 
ing the car tax was the Republi¬ 
can governor’s first official act 
upon taking office, but the actor- 
turned-governor has yet to re¬ 
place the billions of dollars the 
tax would have generated for 
local government services, partic¬ 
ularly police and fire services. 

Schwarzenegger is quickly 
learning that governing is a lot 
more difficult than campaigning. 
Schwarzenegger’s proposal to 


take a $15 billion bond measure 
to the voters looks - for the mo¬ 
ment - like a political victory for 
the new governor, but it quickly 
prompted Wall Street to lower 
the state’s bond rating, which will 
now cost millions more in addi¬ 
tional interest. The new gover¬ 
nor’s plan to cut $274 million in 
services to the disabled sparked 
such a public protest that he 
quickly backed away from it; that 
money now will have to come 
from someplace else but who 
knows where? 

Local governmental bodies 
such as the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors might not want to 
think about it, but Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger’s plans to cut more 
than $150 million in 
spending by the time 
the emergency bud¬ 
geting powers he 
imposed expires on 
June 30, the end of 
the fiscal year, means 
there are some very 
tough and 
painful choic¬ 
es to be made 
by local gov¬ 
ernments. 

Maybe Schwarzenegger really 
does have the answers - he’s the 
one who ran up and down the 
state during the recall election 
declaring he “would fix things in 
Sacramento.” Good luck, Mr. 
Governor. 

As for the rest of us - get ready 
- because whether Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger’s fellow Republicans like it or 
not, Californians are soon to be 
seeing some tax increases; there’s 
no other solution. 

Politics and people 

On Monday, January 5, family 
and friends of outgoing Mayor 
Willie Brown will present the 
city and county of San Francisco 
and the San Francisco Arts Com¬ 
mission with a bust of Brown in 
honor of his many years of dedi¬ 
cated service to this city. The 
bust, by sculptor Richard Mc¬ 
Donald, will be unveiled during 
a reception in City Hall. 

Supervisor Chris Daly’s latest 
childish outburst during a late- 
night vote on an appointment to 
the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission has even some of 
his colleagues wondering if the 
guy needs some help of the pro¬ 
fessional kind. How many times 
must his allies sit back, watch, 
and make excuses for Daly’s tac¬ 
tics. If Daly’s political soulmates 
like Matt Gonzalez and Jake 
McGoldrick can’t help the guy, 
then maybe there should be a 
legal remedy. At the very least, it 
is the duty of board President 
Gonzalez - regardless of his per¬ 
sonal political alliances and 
friendship - to do something to 
reign this troubled guy in; Gon¬ 
zalez owes it to his colleagues as 
well as the public. Enough said. 

Happy holidays 

This week marks the start of 
another holiday season. I’d like to 
wish the best of the coming holi¬ 
days to so many of those people 
who get mentioned in this col¬ 
umn or who I think of so often 
during the year. Merry Christmas 
and Happy Hanukkah and only 
good health to: Assemblyman 
Mark Leno; Dennis Collins; 
Dennis & Anne Herrera; Mayor 
Willie Brown; Mick Ridolfi; 
District Attorney-elect Kamala 


Harris; Senator Dianne Fein- 
stein & Dick Blum; Tom Horn; 
Supervisor Bevan Dufty; Joe 
Caruso; Supervisor Tom Ammi- 
ano; Marge Poscher; Chris 
Bowman; Morgan Gorrono & 
Jonathan Chiu; Steve Cox; 
Tom Soucie; Mike & Beverly 
Hennessey; Supervisor Aaron 
Peskin; Public Defender Jeff 
Adachi; Mike & Denise Kop- 
pel; Mayor-elect Gavin Newsom 
& Kimberly Guilfoyle New¬ 
som; Angela Alioto; Carolene 
Marks; Allen White; Board of 
Equalization Chair Carole 
Migden & Cris Arguedas; 
Frederick Hobson; Andy Clark; 
state Senate leader John Burton; 
Sue Bierman; Bob Golovich; 
Matthew Rothschild; Bob 
Hartnagel; Don Rogers and the 
gang at Ginger’s Trois; Rebecca 
Prozan; Clint & Janet Reilly; 
Greg Bronstein; Dan & Donna 
Addario; Dick Deemer; Ken 
Irvine; Bella; Cheryl Crane; 
Warren Hinckle; everyone at 
Mr. LeeOna’s bar on Turk Street; 
Phil Matier; Andy Ross; Ed 
Emond & Gardner Pond; Hank 
Plante; Bob Sykes; Kay Ts- 
enin; Duke Smith; Randy Al¬ 
fred; Art Torres; Anna Dami- 
ani; Arlo Smith & Jane Howell; 
Jim Rivaldo; Mitch Katz; Lil¬ 
lian Sing; Richard “Sweetlips” 
Walters; the good folks at Mar- 
lena’s bar on Hayes Street; Lea 
Militello; Michael O’Malley; 
Paul & Louise Renne; Matt 
Dorsey; Connie Perry; Supervi¬ 
sor Sophie Maxwell; Angelo 
Quaranta & Pamela Berman; 
Supervisor Fiona Ma; Chuck 
Limbert; Mike Housh; Rachel 
Gordon; Jeff Brown; Mindy 
Pengel; Ron Huberman; 
Robert Ortega; Kenny Allison 
& Duffy; David Binder; Steven 
Underhill; Eileen Hirst; Jim 
Molinari; Chuck Haines & 
Duncan; Danny Nicoletta; 
Robert Pritikin;Ron Ross; Jeff 
Sheehy; Mabel Teng; Donna 
Sachet; Hank Wilson; Theresa 
Sparks; Lawrence Wong; Ted 
Fang; Greta Grass; Jack Davis 
& Donald Canady; Nancy & 
Paul Pelosi; Frank Jordan & 
Wendy Paskin; Cleve Jones; 
Paul Pelosi Jr.; John Laird; 
Sharon McNight; Joe, DeeDee 
& the gang at Aunt Charley’s 
Lounge; Peter Nardoza; Rink; 
Scott Shafer; Dave Tussey; 
Jeff, George, and everyone at 
the Twin Peaks bar; Bryan 
James; Doris Ward; John Heil¬ 
man; Anne Kronenberg; Jeff 
Getty; Bill Brown; Larry Bush; 
Dick Hongisto; Greg Flores & 
Michael Guina; Jose Cisneros 
& Mark Gelleher; John 
Newmeyer; Jim Hormel &Tim 
Wu; Brian Boitano; Ellen 
Chaitin & V. Roy Lefcourt; 
Cecil Williams & Janice Mirik- 
itani; Assemblyman Leland Yee; 
Ed Petrillo & Eric Johnson; 
Phil Bronstein; Kevin Mc¬ 
Carthy & David; Shawn Has- 
sler; Annemarie Conroy & 
Bart; Teri and the gang at the 
Transfer; Barbara & Stu Boxer; 
Ron Albers; Rob Cotterman; 
Rick Carlson; Chuck Davis; 
John McCullum; Rod McKuen; 
Michael Weiss; Larry Kramer; 
and so many others - particular¬ 
ly, Cynthia Laird, Mike Ya- 
mashita, David McBrayer, Elsa 
Lee and the rest of the staff at the 
Bay Area Reporter who so faith¬ 
fully cover my back - my very 
best to all of you. T 
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Estate Planning for the LGBT Community 
Wills | Trusts j Durable Powers 

www.wangkashou.com 415.876.4394 


dignity san francisco 


LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL & TRANSGENDER CATHOLICS - OUR FAMILIES & FRIENDS 


December 28, 5:30 


Feast of the Holy Family Mass & Blessing of 
Committed Relationships @ 1329 7th Ave.; 
December Birthday/Anniversary Celebration 
follows...come have a piece of cake with us! 


1329 SEVENTH AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94122 
PHONE 415.681.2491 • EMAIL DIGNITSF@PACBELL.NET 

► www.dignitypacific.org/sanfrancisco/ 


WANG & KASHOU 


★ December 24, 8:30 


Christmas Eve Mass ® THE LGBT CENTER 

Gayiy Gather with us... to share in this 
Christmas tradition, now in its second year, 
@ 1800 Market Street at Octavia Street, 
in the '"Ceremonial Room", on Floor Four 
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DEPRESSED? 

Depression is a medical condition that may cause feelings of sadness, 
worthlessness and helplessness, as well as loss of interest or pleasure 
in activities which were formerly enjoyable. This disorder is often 
treatable, but unfortunately many of the medications that are used to treat 
depression can cause sexual dysfunction as well as other side effects. As 
part of the search for better medications, Dr. Robert Dolgoff and 
colleagues at Berkeley Therapy Institute are conducting a study of an 
investigational drug, a marketed product, and placebo in patients 
suffering from moderate to severe depression. You may qualify for this 
study if you meet the following criteria: 

• 18 years of age or older 

• Suffering from depression for at least 12 weeks but not longer than 2 years 

• Currently having normal sexual functioning 

• Not in psychotherapy 

If you fit these and some other criteria, and you decide to enroll, you will receive 
study related physical and psychiatric examinations, laboratory tests, and study 
medication at no cost During the 8 week study you will be seen in our office 
and you will receive $35.00 for at least one and possibly as many 8 office 
visits. If you are interested in learning more about this study, contact us: 

Robert Dolgoff MD (510) 841-8484 x104 dolgoff@earthlink.net 
Michael Leaver RN CNS (510) 841-8484 x141 miki7484@hotmail.com 



SAN FRAN® 


A MAN’S BARBERSHOP 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AND NOT NECESSARY 

2195 MARKET /15 M-F 9 am -10 pm 
(Next to Image Leather) SAT 9 am - 6 pm 
SF (415)621-6448 SUN 11am-6om 


M-F 9 am -10 pm 
SAT 9 am - 6 pm 
SUN 11 am - 6 pm 


Your financial plan 

should be as unique 
as you are. 


No one has financial goals exactly like yours. That’s why 
we’ve developed a unique financial planning process that 
helps you achieve the goals that are important to you. And 
because it’s a process, we’ll continue to work with you in 
the years to come as your needs and goals change. To 
discover how an American Express financial advisor can 
help you do more, call today. 



Brandon J. Miller, CFP® 

44 Montgomery St., Suite 4210 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Lie: CA 0C88907 
(415) 623-2454 
brandon.j.miller@aexp.com 



American Express Financial Advisors Inc. Member NASD. American Express 
Company is separate from American Express Financial Advisors Inc. and is not 
a broker-dealer. 

© 1997-2002 American Express Financial Corporation. All rights reserved. 12/02 


On guard 


by Jane Warner 


S afeway, 2020 Market Street, 
December 19, 9:17 p.m.: A 
Safeway security officer saw 
a man he recognized as a past 
shoplifter enter the store. The 
guard followed the alleged thief 
and observed him walk into the 
cosmetic and beauty section. The 
guard watched as the man re¬ 
moved several bottles of various 
kinds of shampoo from the shelf 
and stick them down his pants and 
in several pockets of his large, 
oversized coat. The suspect then 
zipped up his jacket and carefully 
walked out of the cosmetic section 
so that none of the bottles would 
fall from his person. The shoplifter 
strolled past a row of checkout 
stands, failing to stop and pay for 
any of the concealed goods, and 
then exited the store with the se¬ 
curity officer close behind. 

As the suspect entered the 
parking lot, the guard stopped 
him and took him into custody 
without incident. The suspect, 39, 
was escorted to the back of the 


store where the guard called 911. 
While waiting for the police to ar¬ 
rive, the security officer removed 
13 bottles of shampoo from the 
suspect’s pants and coat. The re¬ 
covered shampoo had a retail 
value of more than $100. 

Stolen ATM card found 

18th and Castro streets, 
December 20, 6:53 a.m.: 

While on routine pa¬ 
trol, an officer saw a 
woman standing on 
the corner of 18th 
and Castro streets 
whom she recognized 
as a suspected 
drug user. The of¬ 
ficer had recently 
conducted a 
search warrant on 
a house in the Castro where drugs 
were found and remembered 
finding a photograph of the 
woman smoking from a glass 
methamphetamine pipe. As the 
officer exited her patrol car, the 
woman screamed obscenities at 
her and became combative. Fear¬ 
ing for her safety, the officer at¬ 


tempted to put her in handcuffs, 
but the suspect began to kick the 
officer and a struggle ensued. 
After the brief struggle, the officer 
was able to “leg sweep” the suspect 
to the sidewalk and place her in 
handcuffs. A search of the 
woman’s pockets revealed a four- 
inch folding knife, three plastic 
baggies containing a whitish 
crystal suspected of being 
methamphetamine, and 
a stolen ATM card that 
was listed in someone 
else’s name. The sus¬ 
pect, 21, was taken to 
Mission Station and 
booked for posses¬ 
sion of narcotics, 
possession of 
stolen property, re¬ 
sisting arrest, and 
an outstanding warrant for $5,000 
for prior narcotics violations. ▼ 


The San Francisco Patrol 
Special Police, which 
exclusively serves the Castro 
District, can be reached at 
(415) 559-9955. 



Robbers hit Haight Street 
pot club during blackout 


by Ed Walsh 


P olice are looking for a group 
'Of thjeves who, allegedly 
robbed a medical marijuana 
club during last weekend’s mas¬ 
sive power outage in San Francis¬ 
co. 

Five men forced their way into 
the Alternative Herbal Health Ser¬ 
vices club at 442 Haight Street just 
after 8 p.m. on Saturday, Decem¬ 
ber 20, witnesses said. 

AHHS owner Jason Beck said 
one of the robbers hit him four 
or five times on the head with a 
gun. He went to a hospital on 
his own and had to get three sta¬ 
ples to close the gash on his 
scalp. 

“They were yelling, ‘Where’s 
the safe, where’s the safe?”’ Beck 
told the Bay Area Reporter. 


The robbers were angry that he 
was unable to open the cash regis¬ 
ter because of the power outage, 
Beck said. 

The thieves got away with 
about $600 cash that Beck had in 
his pocket and a small amount of 
marijuana, police said. 

The club was particularly vul¬ 
nerable because its alarm system 
was disabled by the blackout and 
was operating on candlelight. 
Beck said his alarm has a backup 
battery but it didn’t work. 

Beck is offering a $1,000 re¬ 
ward for information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of the 
suspects. 

Witnesses were unable to pro¬ 
vide police with detailed descrip¬ 
tions of the suspects because four 
were wearing nylon stocking 
masks and the fifth had his shirt 
pulled up over his nose. Beck said 


that all the suspects were young 
black males and all were of aver¬ 
age height. All but one was armed 
with a handgun, he said. 

As the men were leaving,. Beck . 
said that the man who was not 
carrying a gun said, “Let’s pop one 
of them, to let them know we’re 
real.” 

Beck said that although the 
robbery was terrifying, he was 
more afraid for the safety of the 
four workers and one patient who 
were in the club at the time. 

“I know God put me here for a 
reason, I know God is not going to 
let anything happen that he does¬ 
n’t want to let happen,” he said. 

Beck had high praise for the 
way the police handled the case. 
He said he felt it was important 
for the club to stay open despite 
the blackout to assist patients in 
need. T 


Blackout causes few troubles for Castro 


by Ed Walsh 


T he Castro got away relatively 
unscathed from the power 
outage that left about a third 
of San Francisco in the dark last 
weekend but one of its largest 
businesses, Pottery Barn, was with¬ 
out power through Sunday. 

Only a handful of Castro busi¬ 
nesses lost power and there were 
no reports of crimes or other in¬ 
cidents linked to the outage, ac¬ 
cording to San Francisco Patrol 
Special Police Officer Jane Warner. 
The veteran Castro officer noted 
that the rain Saturday night was 
undoubtedly a major factor that 
helped keep things quiet in the 
neighborhood. 

One of the businesses that lost 
power, Cafe Flore, shut down 
shortly after the lights went out 
around 6 p.m. Saturday, December 
20, but its power was restored by 
Sunday morning. A few other busi¬ 
nesses and residents in the area 
were without power all day Sunday. 
Several businesses were affect¬ 


ed in the Church and Market 
vicinity. Safeway remained open 
due to generators, but Home 
Restaurant had to close at the busy 
dinner rush. 

The blackout came at a terrible 
time for retailers. The weekend 
before Christmas is generally the 
busiest shopping period of the 
year. Pottery Barn on Market and 
Castro streets may have taken the 
biggest hit in the Castro. It and its 
neighboring business, the Arco 


Guest Opinion 

M page 6 

is all about, they would be enjoy¬ 
ing God’s gift so much that they 
wouldn’t have time to worry 
about those of us God made dif¬ 
ferently. In the meantime, I’ll keep 
receiving God’s gift with thanks¬ 
giving because it is a very good 
thing. T 


Robert Buchanan is an 


gas station, remained closed and 
dark through Sunday night, 
Warner said. 

The outage was spotty in the 
Castro. The residential area above 
Arco, including the 300-block of 
Castro, remained dark Sunday 
night, while most of the rest of the 
Castro had its power restored. 

Pacific Gas and Electric Com¬ 
pany blamed the outage on a fire 
in its main substation on Mission 
and 8th streets. ▼ 


Ecumenical Catholic minister 
and psychotherapist who lives 
with his partner of many years 
in Durham, North Carolina. He 
is the author of Love, Honor, 
and Respect: How to Confront 
Homosexual Bias and Violence 
in Christian Culture and director 
of the Institute for Inclusive 
Christianity, 

(www.inclusivechristians.org) 
an online training program for 
inclusive clergy. He may be 
reached at 

bob@inclusivechristians.org. 
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2003 was a year 
of transition for 
national LGBT groups 





executive director in February. 
The political consultant and for¬ 
mer director of external affairs for 
the late Florida Governor Lawton 
Childes has continued to build the 
professionalism of the organiza¬ 
tion during the slow off-year elec¬ 
tion cycle. 

Lorri Jean had come to the Na¬ 
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
to help stabilize that organization 
after an earlier executive director, 
Elizabeth Toledo, didn’t work out. 
The task completed, in March she 
accepted the challenge of return¬ 
ing to the L.A. Gay & Lesbian 
Center. 

Matt Foreman came down 
from the Empire State Pride 
Agenda to fill Jean’s shoes at 
NGLTF. He is raising the visibility 
of the venerable organization and 
is guiding its transition to a pri¬ 
mary focus on supporting local 
LGBT community organizations. 

Elizabeth Birch announced she 
was stepping down after eight 
years at the helm of the Human 
Rights Campaign. The dedication 
of HRC’s new building in October 
was a fitting cap to her success in 
building that organization into 
the largest and most professional 
LGBT political organization in the 
world. 

Her right-hand man and com¬ 
munications guru David Smith 
departed soon after the dedication 
ceremony to head up the commu¬ 
nications shop for Democratic 
power Senator Ted Kennedy 
(Massachusetts). 

Cheryl Jacques will take over 
at HRC in January. In speaking 
with the press at the announce¬ 
ment of her appointment, the 
Massachusetts state senator and 
attorney said, “The most impor¬ 
tant tool in our arsenal in appeal¬ 
ing to the hearts and minds of 
Americans is living our lives 
openly and honestly.” However, 
Jacques, 41, only came out pub¬ 
licly a few years ago and declined 
to discuss that coming out 
process when asked. 


by Bob Roehr 


ver the course of little more 
I than a year the leadership of 
most of the Washington- 
based national gay and lesbian or¬ 
ganizations has changed. It marks a 
generational shift and the smooth¬ 
ness of those transitions indicates 
an increased professionalism of 
community organizations. 


Patrick Guerriero 


Patrick Guerriero officially 
took over as executive director of 
Log Cabin Republicans in Janu¬ 
ary, succeeding founding director 
Rich Tafel after nearly a decade at 
the job. The Massachusetts native 
and former elected official has fo¬ 
cused on strengthening ties with 
other community organizations 
and educating the national party 
on gay issues. 

Dave Noble became executive 
director of National Stonewall 
Democrats in February. The 
Rhode Island native and political 
consultant once headed up the 
Young Democrats of America. 
Stonewall has taken on a more vis¬ 
ible, pro-active, and partisan 
stance since he arrived. 

Chuck Wolfe joined the Gay 
and Lesbian Victory Fund as its 


Elizabeth Birch 


Another notable transition was 
the swearing in of Democrat 
David Cicilline as mayor of Prov¬ 
idence, Rhode Island in January. It 
is the largest city in the U.S. to 
have an openly gay mayor, though 
Paris and Berlin also have gay 
mayors. 


Bonnie Dumanis 


That same month, in San 
Diego, Bonnie Dumanis was 
sworn in as the first openly gay or 
lesbian district attorney in the na¬ 
tion. She is a Republican. T 


Patient victory in 
medical marijuana suit 


by Liz Highleyman 


atients who use medicinal 
cannabis were handed a 
major victory last Tuesday, 
December 16, when a three-judge 
panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled that cannabis 
users in states with medical mari¬ 
juana laws could not be prosecuted 
under federal law if they do not en¬ 
gage in commercial transactions. 

“The intrastate, noncommer¬ 
cial cultivation, possession, and 
use of marijuana for personal 
medical purposes on the advice of 
a physician is, in fact, different 
from drug trafficking,” wrote 
Judge Harry Pregerson for the 2-1 
majority. 

It is the first high-level court 
ruling to call into question the 


constitutionality of the federal 
Controlled Substances Act. 

Last week’s decision, which 
overturns a ruling by a district 
judge last March, is the outcome 
of an October 2002 lawsuit by 
Angel McClary Raich of Oakland 
and Diane Monson of Oroville. 
Raich suffers from a brain tumor, 
wasting, and several other condi¬ 
tions, while Monson has chronic 
back pain. The two women sued 
Attorney General John Ashcroft 
and Asa Hutchinson, then head of 
the Drug Enforcement Adminis¬ 
tration, claiming they had a “very 
real fear” of having their medicine 
taken away and possibly being im¬ 
prisoned. In August 2002, Mon- 
son’s home was raided by the DEA 
and her cannabis plants were 
seized, although she was not 
charged. 


“The government has waged a 
civil war against sick, disabled, 
and dying Americans,” claimed 
Raich when she lodged the lawsuit 
last fall. Upon hearing Tuesday’s 
ruling she said, “Today my faith in 
justice is restored.” 

The judges issued an injunc¬ 
tion that prohibits federal action 
against patients in states with 
medical cannabis laws. California 
voters passed the Compassionate 
Use Act, or Proposition 215, in 
1996. The ruling also applies to 
the six other states in the court’s 
jurisdiction - Alaska, Arizona, 
Hawaii, Nevada, Oregon, and 
Washington - that currently have 
such laws. 

“This is an enormous victory,” 
said Dale Gieringer of the Califor¬ 
nia chapter of the National Orga- 
page 15 ► 
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Marriage begins to walk down 
the aisle for LGBT Americans 


by Bob Roehr 


his was the year that gay 
marriage became in¬ 
evitable. A concept that a 
decade ago was barely on the 
minds «of most members of the 
LGBT community, and then only 
in the form of some vague distant 
fairly tale, has now become a 
question of when and how the 
final details will be worked out. 

In Canada, on June 10, the 
Ontario Court of Appeals upheld 
a lower court ruling to legally 
allow same-sex marriages, saying, 
“The existing common law defin¬ 
ition of marriage violates the 
couple’s equality rights on the 
basis of sexual orientation.” 
Plaintiffs Michael Stark and 
Michael Leshner married that 
same day. 

The province of British Co¬ 
lumbia on the Pacific Coast be¬ 
came the second to legalize same- 
sex marriage a month later and 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
said that his government would 
introduce similar national legis¬ 
lation in early 2004. 

For social conservatives in the 
United States who see a homo¬ 
sexual threat to traditional mar¬ 
riage the danger was no longer 
confined to some small and dis- 




Mike Holland, left, and Jim Gatteau at the community celebration of the decision by the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court. The San Francisco celebration was held at the LGBT Community Center on November 18. 


tant countries in Europe but had 
become as close as a day trip 
across the border to tie the knot. 

Supreme Court Justice An¬ 
tonin Scalia warned in his antigay 
screed dissenting to the Lawrence 
v. Texas sodomy decision at the 


end of June, “Today’s opinion 
dismantles the structure of con¬ 
stitutional law that has permitted 
a distinction to be made between 
heterosexual and homosexual 
unions, insofar as formal recog¬ 
nition in marriage is concerned,” 


opens the way to gay marriages. 

All parties were anxious for 
the other shoe to drop, in the 
form of a ruling on same-sex 
marriage by the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court. That 
body has a tradition of rapidly is¬ 


suing its opinions and most ex¬ 
pected the decision by early sum¬ 
mer, but the wait stretched out to 
November 18. 

“The Massachusetts Constitu¬ 
tion affirms the dignity and 
equality of all individuals. It for¬ 
bids the creation of second-class 
citizens... the Commonwealth [of 
Massachusetts] has failed to iden¬ 
tify any constitutionally adequate 
reason for denying civil marriage 
to same-sex couples,” wrote Chief 
Justice Margaret H. Marshall in 
the majority decision. 

Reviewing state marriage law 
and implementation it summa¬ 
rized, “In short, for all the joy and 
solemnity that normally attend a 
marriage [the law] governing en¬ 
trance to marriage is a licensing 
law.” 

“The marriage ban works a 
deep and scarring hardship on a 
very real segment of the commu¬ 
nity for no rational reason.” 
Rather than throw out the mar¬ 
riage law as unconstitutional, it 
remanded the case to the trial 
court and delayed its implemen¬ 
tation for 180 days “to permit the 
Legislature to take such action as 
it may deem appropriate in light 
of this opinion.” 

It was everything that advo¬ 
cates of same-sex marriage had 
next page ► 
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PACHA holds town hall meeting 
on Bush’s Africa AIDS plan 


by Bob Roehr 
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T he President’s Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief, which 
focuses primarily on Africa, 
was the topic of a town hall meet¬ 
ing at the National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C., on Thursday, 
December 18. The International 
Subcommittee of the Presidential 
Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS 
held the meeting. 

The large and diverse audience 
is “yet further proof of our na¬ 
tion’s commitment to fighting 
HIV/AIDS,” said Abner Mason, 
the chair of the subcommittee. 
“We owe it to those in need, to get 
the president’s plan right.” 

“All of us need to approach this 
with a great deal of humility,” said 
Joseph F. O’Neill. The former 
AIDS czar has moved over to the 
State Department as deputy coor¬ 
dinator and chief medical officer 
of the Office of the Global AIDS 
Coordinator. 

“Anyone who thinks they have 
the answer is wrong. It is going to 
come from a wide number of peo¬ 
ple and perspectives. It is going to 
be a bumpy process in getting 
there.... There are a huge number 
of tensions and paradoxes that we 
need to resolve,” said O’Neill. “We 
need to respond to an emergency, 
but we need to do it in a thought¬ 
ful, and deliberate, and considered 
way, and in a strategic way. 

“One out of every two dollars 
spent in the world from the donor 
community on global HIV comes 
out of the wallets of U.S. taxpay¬ 
ers. We need to be accountable for 
those dollars. We need to get 2 
million people in treatment by the 
year 2008,” O’Neill said. 

The strategic plan due to Con¬ 
gress by February 20 is a piece of 
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Abner Mason, left, and Joe O'Neill at the town hall meeting. 


the process. He said, “It is a begin¬ 
ning, not the end of that process.” 

It is worth noting that Mason 
and O’Neill are openly gay. Until 
a few years ago that was grounds 
for denial of a security clearance 
and expulsion from the State De¬ 
partment. And now it is a non¬ 
issue. 

Scores of organizations and in¬ 
dividuals had signed up to present 
their three minutes of testimony 
to the committee on what they felt 
was important for PEPFAR. Many 
seemed to take a seasonal ap¬ 
proach, offering a wish list to the 
federal Santa of what they wanted 
the program to give to their orga¬ 
nization. But some spoke to 
broader goals and concerns. 

Rachael Cohen, with Doctors 
Without Borders, said their pa¬ 
tients in Africa adhere to therapy 
at rates exceeding 90 percent, at 
least as good as in the United 
States. Patient education and 
community mobilization are es¬ 
sential, she told the subcommit¬ 


tee. With the price down to $140 
a year for a twice-daily generic pill 
containing three anti-HIV drugs, 
“It is possible to reach even the 
poorest and most vulnerable,” 
Cohen said. 

She said the U.S. government is 
supporting a trade policy that un¬ 
dermines the use of generics. “It is 
giving with one hand and taking 
away with the other.” She urged a 
change in that policy. 

Jodi Jacobson, with Health and 
Gender Equality, said that PEP¬ 
FAR must address issues of the 
subordination of women, and em¬ 
power them to take charge of their 
own protection as part of the pre¬ 
vention effort. 

Numerous representatives of 
religious organizations stressed the 
importance of abstinence as a key, 
and in some cases the only, ele¬ 
ment of prevention activities. 
Some of their pleas for funding 
seemed the most naked and direct. 

“Systems of care must reach 

next page ► 
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AIDS issues in 2003 


by Bob Roehr 


, he international story dom¬ 
inated media coverage of the 
AIDS epidemic this year, 
thanks in part to a surprise an¬ 
nouncement by George W. Bush 
in his State of the Union address 
on January 28. He proposed the 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, a 
combination of prevention and 
therapy that will “treat at least 2 
million people.” 

The president asked Congress 
“to commit $15 billion over the 
next five years, including nearly 
$10 billion in new money, to turn 
the tide against AIDS in the most 
affected nations in Africa and the 
Caribbean.” 

AIDS advocates warmly ap¬ 
plauded the commitment, but by 
the end of the year some were 
complaining that not enough 
money was being spent now, 
while too much was deferred 
until later. There also was a grow¬ 
ing acknowledgment that the 
greatest barrier to treating more 
Africans is the very limited num¬ 
ber of trained medical personnel 
in those nations, and the difficul¬ 
ty of rapidly increasing that ca¬ 
pacity. 

Domestic advocates are grow¬ 
ing increasingly frustrated that 
not enough attention or resources 
are being given to problems here 
at home. Terje Anderson, execu¬ 
tive director of the National Asso¬ 
ciation of People With AIDS, was 
careful to praise political leaders 
for their international initiative. 
But he questioned the administra- 



willingness to devote more dollars 
to care. 


Prevention activities continue 



most impacted by HIV.” 

Another source of frustration 
has been the assault that social 
and congressional conservatives 
have made on community pre¬ 
vention activities and research. 
Agencies from coast to coast have 
been audited in detail, programs 
have been told to exclude sexual 
content, and some researchers 
have complained of “a McCarthy- 
like atmosphere” surrounding any 
studies that deal with sex. 

Yet the CDC continues to 
point to rising cases of syphilis 
and sexually transmitted diseases 
among gay and bisexual men as 
reason to fear that the number of 
new HIV infections also is in¬ 
creasing, even while they restrict 
honest and explicit messages that 
have been proven to work among 
their targeted communities. 

Neither the administration nor 
Congress seems inclined to ap¬ 
propriate the money necessary for 
services for the growing caseload 
as more people learn their serosta- 
tus and therapy is keeping more of 
them alive. The problem is most 
visible with the AIDS Drug Assis¬ 
tance Program, where 15 states al¬ 
ready have waiting lists to join, 
and California is likely to cap 
entry to its program in January. 

The recently passed Medicare 
reform also threatens to throw as 
many as 50,000 PWAs off the rolls 
unless changes are made. 

“We need a similar commit¬ 
ment to the domestic agenda” that 
the Bush administration and 
Congress have made internation¬ 
ally, said Marsha Martin, executive 
director of the AIDS Action 
GounriK “If we act ljke AIDS is 

The pipeline of drugs in devel¬ 
opment continues to offer new 
options that are easier to use, have 


“With these two shifts we are 
putting our already vulnerable 
communities at even more risk for 
HIV,” Ed Tepporn, a program co¬ 
ordinator of the Asian 8c Pacific 
Islander American Health Forum, 
told the CDC prevention confer¬ 
ence in Atlanta at the end of July. 
The thousands of community ac¬ 
tivists and service providers in the 
room exploded with applause. 

Community organizations 
“will be forced to close down, 
leaving our communities who are 
already underserved even more 
so,” he said. “We are being asked to 

when 42 million people do not 
have access to medical care. And 
people of color are among those 


to be a flashpoint of contention. 
The CDC announced a program 
shift that many interpreted as 
away from a community-based 
approach to more of a medical 
model focusing on those already 
infected. 


Ed Tepporn 


Gay marriage 

<4 page 12 

hoped for, and everything that 
opponents had feared. Even the 
dissenting opinions from the 
court showed respect for gay cit¬ 
izens that would have been un¬ 
likely just a decade ago. 

Social conservatives had pro¬ 
posed the Federal Marriage 
Amendment to the U.S. Consti¬ 
tution as far back as July 2001 as 
the only way to ultimately ban 
gay marriage. It was introduced 
in the House in May 2002 but not 
in the Senate until November 25 
of this year. 

It reads in full: “Marriage in 
the United States shall consist 
only of the union of a man and a 
woman. Neither this Constitu¬ 
tion nor the constitution of any 
state, nor state or federal law, 
shall be construed to require that 
marital status or the legal inci¬ 
dents thereof be conferred upon 
unmarried couples or groups.” 

“This amendment has very lit¬ 
tle to do with marriage as such; 
and everything to do with homo¬ 


sexuality,” opined gay conserva¬ 
tive pundit Andrew Sullivan, 
writing in the New Republic On¬ 
line. “If the social right wanted to 
shore up marriage, they could 
propose an amendment tighten¬ 
ing up divorce laws ... but they 
haven’t. 

“The amendment is simply - 
and baldly - an attempt to ostra¬ 
cize a minority of Americans for 
good. It is an attempt to write 
them out of their own country.” 

Other political conservatives 
agreed. Former Representative 
Bob Barr (R-Georgia), chief au¬ 
thor of the 1996 antigay Defense 
of Marriage Act, opposed the 
FMA and has said, “I think that 
the states ought to be able to 
make that decision themselves 
[on gay marriage or civil unions], 
as long as they do it properly.” 

Leading conservative colum¬ 
nists George F. Will and William 
Safire also oppose the FMA, while 
David Brooks has gone so far as to 
endorse same-sex marriage. 

The White House has contin¬ 
ued to walk the same narrow line, 
with President Bush affirming his 
belief that “marriage is between a 


man and a woman.” It has reiter¬ 
ated that it is studying legal as¬ 
pects of the issue. 

During a television interview 
with ABC’s Diane Sawyer last 
week, Bush indicated he could 
support the FMA, but did not 
formally endorse it. He did reit¬ 
erate his belief that marriage 
should be between a man and a 
woman. 

The major Democratic candi¬ 
dates for president have per¬ 
formed their own waffling act. 
They strongly denounce discrim¬ 
ination against gays, but just as 
quickly dismiss the court’s reme¬ 
dy for that discrimination and, 
like Bush, affirm their belief in 
marriage as being between a man 
and a woman. However, they all 
oppose the FMA. 

National public opinion polls 
continue to find a majority of 
Americans opposed to same-sex 
marriage. However, there are 
pockets, such as Massachusetts, 
where a slim majority now sup¬ 
ports the concept. And for most 
of those polled, regardless of 
their views, the issue is seldom of 
high importance. ▼ 


PACHA 

M previous page 

out and embrace multiple levels of 
health care providers,” said Ernest 
Hopkins. “With the proper sup¬ 
port and mentorship, nurses and 
community health workers can 
deliver very high quality care.” He 
represented the Pangaea Founda¬ 
tion of the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation. 

Marsha Martin, executive di¬ 
rector of the AIDS Action Coun¬ 


cil, drew upon her experience 
traveling in Africa earlier this year 
with some of the members of the 
subcommittee. 

In South Africa they saw “a se¬ 
rious commitment by the corpo¬ 
rate sector,” she said. Botswana 
demonstrated the importance of 
leadership from the very top of 
the government. Uganda showed 
how “in partnership with the 
community” AIDS therapy can ef¬ 
fectively be provided in rural 
areas. 

Caesar Portillo reviewed the 


clinic activity that the AIDS 
Healthcare Foundation is con¬ 
ducting at three sites in Africa and 
in Honduras. He said the decision 
to treat must be made locally. 

He criticized the recently re¬ 
leased first round of requests for 
proposals for PEPFAR as having 
“an arbitrary threshold of experi¬ 
ence” for the organization in order 
to even apply for funding. He 
urged a loosening of those criteria 
“to ensure that people quickly get 
access to the best care that we can 
give.” ▼ 



Marsha Martin 


fewer side effects, and better resis¬ 
tance profiles. The big news was 
FDA approval of Fuzeon (T-20) in 


March after a long and difficult 
development process. It is the first 
in a new class of drugs known as 
entry inhibitors. 

Fuzeon also registered two 
other not so encouraging firsts; it 
must be injected twice a day and 
it carries a $20,000 a year price 
tag, several times the cost of any 
other anti-HIV drugs. Its use is 
pretty much restricted to those 
who have run through all of their 
other options, and even then, 
fewer people are using it than the 
company had projected. 

Just days after World AIDS 
Day, Abbott Laboratories an¬ 
nounced that its price for Norvir, 
a protease inhibitor, had increased 
five-fold, drawing protest from 
AIDS advocates. 

Progress in developing a vac¬ 
cine to prevent HIV infection 
continues to be bogged down. T 
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Nationally and locally, gender issues 
emerge front and center for 2003 


them touch her genitals, and rec¬ 
ommended anal rather than vagi¬ 
nal sex. At the party, said Nabors, 
Magidson pushed Araujo to the 
ground and pulled down her skirt 
and underwear to reveal male 
genitalia, then proceeded to choke 
her. Merel began crying, “I can’t be 
fucking gay,” said Nabors, and 
struck Araujo in the head with a 
metal skillet. The beating and 
strangling continued for hours, 
said Nabors, who accompanied 
Cazares to his home to get some 
shovels, and upon return, found 
Araujo sitting on a couch, blood 
gushing from her head. The 
friends carried her off to keep the 
carpet clean, said Nabors, with 
Cazares kicking Araujo and twice 
hitting her in the head with a 
shovel to make sure she was dead. 

Nabors’s testimony provided 
enough evidence for the three re¬ 
maining defendants to be held 
over for trial and charged with 
murder with hate crime enhance¬ 
ment, the court ruled in March. 
Cazares, Magidson, and Merel all 
pleaded innocent and a judge re¬ 
fused to overturn the murder 
charges when the issue came up 
again in July. 

Spring fever 

San Francisco activist Theresa 
Sparks became the first transgen¬ 
der person to be honored as 
“Woman of the Year” by the state 
Legislature when Assemblyman 
Mark Leno (D-San Francisco) rec¬ 
ognized her achievements on fh$ 
Assembly floor. Another Leno - 
Jay Leno of The Tonight Show - 
used the award as fodder for his 
monologue on March 31, and his 
comments were quickly con¬ 
demned by the LGBT community. 

“In a country where no posi¬ 
tive accomplishments of trans¬ 
genders are ever reported for fear 
of promoting a ‘transgendered 
lifestyle,’ it’s curious that belittling 
humor of these same people is 
openly welcomed,” said National 
Transgender Advocacy Coalition 
director Vanessa Edwards Foster. 

March welcomed transgender- 
inclusive legislation in New Mex¬ 
ico, with a historic statewide hate 
crimes bill and nondiscrimination 
bill gaining passage within days of 
each other. 

Conversely, in April, the Na¬ 
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
announced that it had chosen 
Matt Foreman as its next executive 
director. Despite its reputation as 
being an unapologetically pro¬ 
gressive arm of the LGBT move¬ 
ment, NGLTF hired Foreman on 
the heels of his decision not to 
support transgender inclusion in 
New York state’s Sexual Orienta¬ 
tion Nondiscrimination Act of 
December 2002, for fear that it 
would lead to the bill’s defeat. 
Foreman was director of the Em¬ 
pire State Pride Agenda at the time 
of SONDA’s passage. When Fore¬ 
man left ESPA, Assemblyman 
Tom Duane (D-New York) intro¬ 
duced gender-inclusive nondis¬ 
crimination legislation to the state 
Legislature. 

Locally, transgender issues 
made subtle yet influential ap¬ 
pearances as criminal proceedings 
continued against Jack Broughton 
of Walnut Creek, the man accused 
of beating two women at Studio Z 
during the San Francisco Drag 
King contest in 2002. 

According to witnesses, 
Broughton’s part in an alleged hate 
next page ► 


by Zak Szymanski 


leads the Transgender Day of 


Also in February, four Bay Area 
young men faced their fate for al¬ 
legedly killing Araujo, 17, of 
Newark. Araujo was strangled and 
beaten to death at a party in Oc¬ 
tober 2002 when it was discovered 
by her attackers that she was bio¬ 
logically male. 

A preliminary hearing led de¬ 
fendant Jaron Nabors to plead 
guilty to voluntary manslaughter 
and accept an 11-year prison sen¬ 
tence in exchange for testimony 
against his friends, defendants 
Jose Merel, Michael Magidson, 
and Jason Cazares. 

Nabors, who originally led au¬ 
thorities to Araujo’s body, said 
Merel and Magidson told him 
they had sex with Araujo, but were 
suspicious because she never let 


tranged wife’s teenage son, and 
could be listed as the father of the 
child the couple conceived with 
donated sperm. 

“The marriage law of Florida 
clearly provides that marriage 
shall take place between one man 
and one woman,” stated the deci¬ 
sion. “It does not provide when 
such status of being a man or 
woman shall be determined.” 

The case - aided by San Fran¬ 
cisco attorney Shannon Minter of 
the National Center for Lesbian 
Rights - could provide a legal de¬ 
finition of gender in the state and 
also give non-biological parents a 
legal foundation for custody. 


Gwen Araujo 


Transgender activist and B.A.R. columnist Gwen Smith, second from right, 
Remembrance march in the Castro on November 20. 


ransgender activists have 
long argued that gender is¬ 
sues are a large part of gay 
life, and that relevant civil rights 
protections affect not just trans 
individuals but gays, lesbians, bi¬ 
sexuals, and even straights. This 
past year showed just how true 
that sentiment is, with a variety of 
events that highlighted both the 
difference and similarities be¬ 
tween transgenders and the 
broader LGBT community. 

It was the deadliest year ever 
for transgenders and others who 
were targeted for violence due to 
their physical presentation, with at 
least 38 victims reported mur¬ 
dered over the span of 12 months. 
It was a year that brought such vi¬ 
olence into the spotlight with the 
start of legal proceedings against 
the young men allegedly respon-. 
sible for killing local transgender 
teenager Gwen Araujo. As usual, it 
was also a year of stereotypes, with 
television shows earning ratings at 
the expense of the transgender 
community, and government offi¬ 
cials reinforcing the notion of “de¬ 
ception” behind those who live or 
present as something other than 
their determined birth sex. 

And yet for each piece of bad 
news there was a step toward 


progress, with transgender-inclu¬ 
sive legislation passing in Califor¬ 
nia and other cities and states 
across America; positive images of 


transgenders shown throughout 
the media; and many transgenders 
making headlines for something 
other than their gender identity. 

The year began predictably 
enough with condemnation from 
the Catholic Church, when it was 
revealed in January that the Vati¬ 
can’s doctrinal congregation had 
sent church leaders a confidential 
document stating that sex-change 
procedures do not change a per¬ 
son’s gender, and that Catholic 
transsexuals are not eligible for 
marriage or religious life, due to 
their “mental pathologies.” The re¬ 
port was quickly answered by 
Metropolitan Community 
Church with the Reverend Troy D. 
Perry stating, “We should cele¬ 
brate people who have often made 
great sacrifices to grapple with is¬ 
sues of gender variation and who 
are committed to living their lives 
with openness and authenticity,” 
and transgender clergy person the 
Reverend Dr. Justin Tanis summa¬ 
rizing, “This may raise medical 
questions for some, but it does not 
raise moral questions.” 

In February, a transgender 
man in Florida won custody of his 
children when a judge ruled that 
he was legally male under Florida 
law and therefore entitled to be a 
recognized father in his former 
marriage. 

The first of its kind ruling in 
Florida courts affirmed that 
Michael Kantaras was legally mar¬ 
ried, could legally adopt his es- 
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Gender issues 
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crime attack occurred on August 
22, 2002, when he and his com¬ 
panion, Jean Earl, were evicted 
from the bar for allegedly unruly 
behavior, including their racist and 
homophobic comments. 

Victims Yvette Balderas and 
Mariah Sparks were watching a 
spoken word performance by 
Other Brothers, a group of trans¬ 
gender and butch people of color, 
when Earl allegedly hit Balderas in 
the mouth. Outside the bar, said 
Balderas, Earl allegedly took an¬ 
other swing, and Balderas swung 
back, knocking Earl to the 
ground. At that time, said wit¬ 
nesses, Broughton approached 
and punched Balderas several 
times in the back of the head, then 
kicked her repeatedly while she lay 
unconscious, calling her homo- 
phobic names. When Sparks tried 
to intervene, she said, he punched 
her as well. 

It is unclear how Broughton 
viewed the women he allegedly at¬ 
tacked; witnesses said the insults 
he hurled toward his victims in¬ 
cluded words like, “faggot.” The 
transgender aspect of the assault 
also threw Broughton’s first attor¬ 
ney off guard, who on one hand 
used gender stereotypes to char¬ 
acterize the lesbians in the bar as 
“tough women” looking to attack 
straight people, and on the other 
hand was confused by the fact that 
the queer-identified victim Sparks 
is the life partner of a (transgen¬ 
der) man. 

Defense tactics failed in May 
when a San Francisco Superior 
Court judge ruled that Broughton 
should face charges of aggravated 
assault, resisting arrest, and a hate 
crime enhancement. The hate 
crime charge remains under at¬ 
tach, 1 however,' and^is* expected' to r ' 
be challenged by the defense again 
at the beginning of next year. 

Summer heat 

As Pride celebrations occurred 
around the country, transgenders 
and their allies erupted over the 
publication of The Man Who 
Would Be Queen, a book by J. 
Michael Bailey that presents itself 
as fact without the inclusion of 
any research methods or data and 
narrowly defines male-to-female 
transsexuals as either effeminate 
gay men or masculine men suffer¬ 
ing from “autogynephelia ” or the 
eroticization of themselves in fe¬ 
male form. Transsexuals who deny 
being in one of these two camps 
are presumed to be self-deceptive, 
according to Bailey, who also 
notes that most gay men were 
considered effeminate during 
childhood, but chose not to be¬ 
come women because they did 


Medical pot 

M page 11 

nization for the Reform of Mari¬ 
juana Laws. “This essentially 
makes Proposition 215 federal law 
in California.” 

Federal law regulates drugs 
under the interstate commerce 
clause. The plaintiffs argued that 
medical cannabis use that occurs 
in the same state in which the 
plant’was grown and that involves 
no monetary transactions does 
not count as interstate commerce. 
They also argued that federal drug 
law violates the fifth, ninth, and 
10th amendments, as well as the 
right to be free of pain and suffer¬ 
ing. 

Last week the court agreed 
with the first argument, writing 
that “cultivation, possession, and 
use of marijuana for medicinal 
purposes and not for exchange or 




end of September, the City Coun¬ 
cil pledged to work with the advo¬ 
cacy group Not in Newark to draft 
legislative protections for sexual 
minorities. 

November brought the annual 
transgender Day of Remem¬ 
brance, and with it, the sad reality 
that this year saw 38 reports of an¬ 
titransgender killings worldwide, 
including a rash of transgender 
murders in Washington, D.C., and 
two Bay Area shootings. 

On September 30, Sindy Cuar- 
da, a 24-year-old from Richmond, 
California, was found bleeding 
from several gunshot wounds on 
a street in San Pablo. About a 
month later, Stanley Van Dyke 
Traylor, 38, was found gunned 
down in the middle of a West 
Oakland street. Both victims were 
biologically male and dressed in 
female attire at the time of their 
murder, and both may have been 
involved in sex work. 

Although the increased num¬ 
ber of incidents worldwide may be 
due to better reporting mecha¬ 
nisms, the motivations behind 
such killings remain the same: a 
view of transgenders as “it” or as 
“sex objects” that, according to ad¬ 
vocates, renders them “inhuman” 
to their attackers. Transgenders are 
often the most visible presence of 
people who challenge “appropri¬ 
ate” male and female expression. 

Such variety and diversity, of 
course, is something to be cele¬ 
brated, and locally, the San Fran¬ 
cisco Transgender Steering Com¬ 
mittee, along with UCSF’s CAPS 
and the LGBT Community Cen¬ 
ter held a “T Party” last Thursday, 
December 18, for community 
members to spend the holidays 
and end the year with new and fa¬ 
miliar faces. Performers included 
San Francisco Human Rights 
Commission’s Marcus Arana and 
the world’s first transgender 
gospel choir, Transcendence. 

The event^served, according to 
organizers, as “an opportunity for 
all of the trans community to 
come together under one roof, 
and be thankful for the year we’ve 
had, which includes important 
legislation that has moved for¬ 
ward to protect our human and 
civil rights.” ▼ 


Assemblyman Mark Leno, center, with local leaders at his August 4 news conference celebrating Governor Gray 
Davis signing AB196. 
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not think they would be good 
looking females. 

Bailey, a professor at North¬ 
western University, cited most of 
his examples from gay bars and 
sex worker circles, and reportedly 
did so without informed consent 
from those he interviewed. 

In July, Pennsylvania Governor 


crimination.” 

California’s law covers every¬ 
body - whether gay, straight, bi¬ 
sexual, or transgender - and pro¬ 
tects them from discrimination 
on the basis of stereotypes around 
how they should act or present in 
conjunction with their real or per¬ 
ceived gender. 


In September, it was revealed 
that United States officials had 
made a subtle yet dangerous 
inference that people who appear 
to be “disguised” as the opposite 
sex may be terrorists. 


Ed Rendell signed an executive order 
banning discrimination against state 
employees based on gender identity 
or expression, and the San Diego 
City Council also added the words 
“gender identity” to its workplace 
protection ordinance. 

San Francisco’s Assemblymem- 
ber Leno pushed his historic 
AB196 through the state Senate at 
the end of the month, which added 
gender identity or expression to the 
characteristics already protected 
under the state’s Fair Employment 
and Housing Act. Governor Gray 
Davis signed the bill on August 2, 
making California the fourth state 
in the nation to make such dis¬ 
crimination illegal. 

“This is a significant piece of 
civil rights legislation,” said Leno 
after the governor signed AB196. 
“We have had a segment of our 
community who up until now 
had no protection against dis- 


Across the Atlantic, the United 
Kingdom saw both progress and 
defeat when London’s Metropoli¬ 
tan Police force announced that 
transgender officers would be 
given paid leave for their sexual re¬ 
assignment surgeries, but a court 
ruled that a London post office 
could ban a male-to-female em¬ 
ployee from its women’s restroom. 

Free fall 

The transgender community 
was propelled into action as the 
seasons changed and the year 
came to a close. 

In September, it was revealed 
that United States officials had 
made a subtle yet dangerous in¬ 
ference that people who appear to 
be “disguised” as the opposite sex 
may be terrorists hoping to avoid 
suspicion. 

The Department of Homeland 
Security report - issued to all fed¬ 


eral departments and agencies, 
homeland security advisers, first 
responders and information shar¬ 
ing and analysis centers - stated, 
“Terrorists will employ novel 
methods to artfully conceal sui¬ 
cide devices. Male bombers may 
dress as females in order to dis¬ 
courage scrutiny.” 

But neither DHS nor airport 
security officials were familiar 
with the passage when questioned 
by the Bay Area Reporter, an even 
greater sign of danger, according 
to advocates like NTAC’s Foster, 
that the statement will not be in¬ 
terpreted uniformly. Traveling 
transsexuals, transgenders, and 
crossdressers should therefore 
take precautions, said Foster, in¬ 
cluding carrying legal documen¬ 
tation of their name and/or sex 
change, and cooperating fully 
with authorities if questioned. 

October marked the one-year 
anniversary of Araujo’s death, and 
as such, a year of progress in the 
Newark town, according to local 
media. Newark police announced 
plans for diversity trainings; the 
gay straight-alliance at the high 
school became active; and at the 


distribution is not properly char¬ 
acterized as commercial or eco¬ 
nomic activity.” 

Tuesday’s decision applies to 
patients and their caregivers. An¬ 
other case pending before the 
same court, filed by the 
Wo/Men’s Alliance for Medical 
Marijuana after an October 2002 
federal raid on the group’s Santa 
Cruz marijuana garden, asks the 
justices to decide whether a sim¬ 
ilar rationale applies to non¬ 
commercial cooperatives that 
provide marijuana to members 
for free. The recent ruling does 
not appear to apply to dispen¬ 
saries that sell marijuana. 

The Justice Department has 
not yet indicated whether it will 
appeal the decision, but many 
medical cannabis advocates ex¬ 
pect the case will go on to the 
Supreme Court. The high court 
ruled in May 2001 that the Con¬ 
trolled Substances Act makes no 


exceptions for medical use, but at 
the time Justice Clarence Thomas 
noted that several constitutional 
issues, including interstate com¬ 
merce, remained unresolved. 

A year of change 

In years to come, 2003 may be 
remembered as the year the tide 
began to turn in favor of medical 
marijuana users. Last June, a fed¬ 
eral judge sentenced Ed Rosenthal 
- who had been deputized by the 
city of Oakland to grow cannabis 
for local patients - to just one day 
in prison. In October, the 
Supreme Court let stand a deci¬ 
sion by the 9th Circuit barring the 
federal government from punish¬ 
ing physicians who recommend 
cannabis to patients. 

“This is the beginning of the 
end for the federal assault on state 
medical marijuana laws,” said Hi¬ 
lary McQuie of Oakland-based 
Americans for Safe Access. ▼ 
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Blackface 
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nyshack,” Heklina told the Bay 
Area Reporter, adding that she 
would not be comfortable per¬ 
forming in blackface because she 
is not black, and that she can un¬ 
derstand why some people would 
be upset by the performance. 

But a host of LGBT people say 
there are many reasons to expect 
that even a deliberately offensive 
show would have certain standards. 

“The performance I saw could 
not be categorized as ‘reclaiming’ 
anything in my mind because peo¬ 
ple of color and especially black 
people were not included or repre¬ 
sented either onstage or in the au¬ 
dience. The racial identity of the 
blackface performer was not clear,” 
explained the original Craigslist 
poster, who asked to be identified in 
the B.A.R. only by the initials K.R. 

For members of the transgen¬ 
der person of color performance 
troupe Other Brothers, a blackface 
performance that lacks a political 
antiracist message crosses the line 
no matter who performs it. 

“Even if the person who per¬ 
formed it is biracial, that doesn’t 
always mean they have a political 
analysis to go with what bringing 
out such a stereotyped perfor¬ 
mance can mean,” said Other 
Brothers member LaTricia Ran¬ 
som, who makes a distinction be¬ 
tween movies like Spike Lee’s 
Bamboozled , which showed the ab¬ 
surdity of racism, and a performer 
using racial absurdity to gain white 
laughs. “I also take exception to a 
black person performing this for a 
largely white audience ... what a 
way to let the audience off the 
hook for its own racism.” 

Other Brothers member Prado 
Gomez agreed. 

“When the hell does the ‘com¬ 
munity’ get held accountable for its 
racist behavior? Because, frankly, I 
think all that will happen in this 


case is the same thing that always 
happens - the people speaking out 
will be dismissed as being too sensi¬ 
tive with no sense of humor. I am as 
sarcastic, campy, bitchy, and at times 
as distasteful as the next queer, but 
too many things have crossed the 
line; this is one of them,” said 
Gomez. “These same folks expect 
the ‘community’ to jump on anti- 
trans, antiqueer, homophobic, 
transphobic, heterosexist incidences 
but to brush off their racism dis¬ 
guised as humor. Bullshit.” 

This is the double standard 
that most troubles an Other 
Brothers performer who goes only 
by E, who said that the people 
who are quick to compare gay 
rights to the civil rights movement 
are also often the same ones who 
are silent on race issues. 

“The ‘community’ is always 
riding on the coattails of the civil 
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defines marriage as solely between 
a man and a woman. The two are 
suing the state in court to prevent 
the law from going into effect, 
which is scheduled to happen on 
January 1, 2005. 

Progay groups and former 
Davis administration officials 
have repeatedly argued that 
AB205 does not violate Proposi¬ 
tion 22 because it does not allow 
same-sex couples to marry. It does 
confer many rights and responsi¬ 
bilities that married couples re¬ 
ceive to same-sex couples who 
register as domestic partners with 
the state. 

In a statement issued in August 
when he pledged to sign the bill, 
Davis said the Office of Legislative 
Counsel had determined that 
AB205 does not violate Proposi¬ 
tion 22. 

“We are extremely relieved that 
the court did the right thing,” said 
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Trannyshack's Heklina defends 
the December 16 "Ebonica 
Hanukkah" show. 


rights movement of people of 
color to push forward them- 
| selves,” he said, adding that a bira¬ 


cial person’s participation “does 
not make him, or make me as¬ 
sume that he identifies with the 
people of color communities.” 

The blackface performer was 
identified as Daniel Kinstedt, ac¬ 
cording to Heklina. Kinstedt did 
not return phone calls from the 
B.A.R. by press time, but Heklina 
said that the uproar was essential¬ 
ly an overreaction. 

“I’m fed up with the whole 
knee-jerk political correctness 
thing that says ‘you can’t do that,”’ 
said Heklina. 

But the Trannyshack incident 
is merely the icing on the cake for 
many, who have followed what 
they consider to be a string of re¬ 
cent racist incidents within the 
gay community - from a Novem¬ 
ber 13 column in the Bay Times 
entitled, “Black Fuckers Have 
AIDS,” that led to the firing of 


columnist Woody Miller, to the 
availability of racially stereotyped 
dolls at stores around the Castro. 

And for angry people like K.R., 
the answer is not to dismiss the 
latest controversy as harmless, but 
rather, to take some time to be ed¬ 
ucated about why blackface per¬ 
formances could be harmful. 

“We’re all racist. I think we all 
need to be working on it every 
day. I do not like to hierarchize 
oppression. I think racism, sex¬ 
ism, and heterosexism are too in¬ 
extricably linked to address sepa¬ 
rately. In my experience, even 
males who think critically about 
race often do not acknowledge 
male privilege,” said K.R. “We all 
benefit from certain levels of priv¬ 
ilege and face certain forms of op¬ 
pression. I think all we can do is 
try to listen and learn from those 
different from us.” T 


Johnny Symons and William 
Rogers, one of 12 couples who in¬ 
tervened in the lawsuit to defend 
the new domestic partnership law. 
“As parents, we are doing every¬ 
thing in our power to protect our 
two young children. But without 
the protections in AB205, our 
family will never have the same se¬ 
curity as other families.” 

Other couples who have joined 
the lawsuit include San Francisco 
judges Donna Hitchens and 
Nancy Davis, lesbian pioneers 
Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin of 
San Francisco, and Aptos couple 
Deborah Luynn Johnson and Va¬ 
lerie Joi Fiddmont. 

“This lawsuit put our family in 
harm’s way. I’ve been with my 
partner for more than 20 years, 
but if this lawsuit succeeds, I’d be 
seen as a legal stranger to the 
woman I love in all kinds of tough 
situations,” said Kay Smith, from 
Riverside, who is participating in 
the lawsuit with her partner. “The 
people of California believe in this 
legislation and in fairness for 
everyone, but a small and vocal 
group of extremists insists on try¬ 
ing to take that away. We need and 
deserve to be able to get married, 
but this law doesn’t give us mar¬ 
riage; it just gives us some basic 
protections other families take for 
granted.” 

With the court victory the sec¬ 
retary of state’s office can now 


begin mailing out notifications to 
the state’s registered domestic 
couples explaining the new legal 
protections and responsibilities 
AB205 will grant them. As for the 
lawsuit, the judge has yet to set the 
next court date. 

Fighting the lawsuit along with 
the 12 couples are Equality Cali¬ 
fornia, the statewide lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender advoca¬ 
cy organization and a sponsor of 
AB205. Seven couples and Equal¬ 
ity California are represented by 
the law office of EQCA Vice Pres¬ 
ident David C. Codell in Los An¬ 
geles; the American Civil Liberties 
Union affiliates in Northern Cali¬ 
fornia, Southern California, and 
San Diego; and the National Cen¬ 
ter for Lesbian Rights. 

Five of the couples are repre¬ 
sented by Lambda Legal Defense 
and Education Fund. 

“The ruling today is a victory 
not only for the lesbian, gay, bi¬ 
sexual, and transgender commu¬ 
nity, but for all fair-minded Cali¬ 
fornians who believe that families 
should be treated equally under 
the law, regardless of the gender or 
sexual orientation of family mem¬ 
bers,” stated Geoffrey Kors, execu¬ 
tive director of Equality Califor¬ 
nia, last Thursday. 

“By enacting AB205 the Cali¬ 
fornia Legislature has recognized 
that gay people in committed re¬ 
lationships should not be denied 


protections for their relation¬ 
ships,” said attorney Codell. “It’s 
great news for all the California 
couples who need these protec¬ 
tions that the court does not think 
challenges to the law are likely to 
succeed.” 

Signed into law by former 
Governor Davis on September 19 
at a packed ceremony held at the 
LGBT Community Center in San 
Francisco, the new law provides 
basic protections and imposes sig¬ 
nificant responsibilities on regis¬ 
tered domestic partners in Cali¬ 
fornia. Protections for families 
headed by same-sex couples in¬ 
clude: community property, mu¬ 
tual responsibility for debt, par¬ 
enting rights and obligations such 
as custody and support, and the 
ability to claim a partner’s body 
after death. 

The law does not allow for 
joint tax filing and certain other 
protections under state law, and 
does not provide access to over 
1,000 federal protections that 
married couples enjoy. 

“AB205 is not just about rights 
- it is also about responsibilities,” 
noted NCLR Executive Director 
Kate Kendell. “A key role of gov¬ 
ernment is to help support the sta¬ 
bility of all families by clearly iden¬ 
tifying the rights and responsibili¬ 
ties that family members have to¬ 
wards one another. Quite simply, 
this is what AB205 does.” T 
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counting down to the new year at 
the party. The party will be held at 
44 Tehama at 1st, the same ware¬ 
house space as the opera party. 

Tickets cost $30 in advance and 
can be purchased at Cafe Flore, 
Market at Noe streets; and BPM 
Records, 573 Hayes Street. Once 
the new year rolls in, tickets at the 
door will cost $40. 

As reported last week, the pro¬ 
ducers of last year’s Friction NYE 
are once again hosting their party 
this year. Now that the event has 
been moved to the venue Terra at 
511 Harrison Street, the promot¬ 
ers have opened the party to the 
public and are now able to accom¬ 
modate up to 750 people. Tickets, 
which cost $30, will now be sold at 
the door. 

At Mezzanine, Falcon Studios 
Director Chi Chi LaRue and the 
company’s bevy of hot boys, in¬ 
cluding Tyler Gunn, Josh Weston, 
Gus Mattox, and Maxx Diesel, will 
help with the countdown to mid¬ 
night. Star 69 recording artist 
Suzanne Palmer will make her 
first ever Mezzanine performance 
singing songs from her upcoming 
debut album and DJs Lydia Prim, 
Jamie J. Sanchez, and Paulo will 
take turns working the turntables. 

The party takes place from 9 



Chi Chi LaRue 


p.m. to 9 a.m. at 444 Jessie Street 
at Mint. Advance tickets cost $40 
and are available in the Castro at 
Body and Injeanious. The party 
will cost $50 at the door. 

If you just want to get away 
from the city for the night, the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium is kick¬ 
ing off its 20th anniversary year 
with a dance party among the sea 
creatures in its award-winning 
galleries. 

The festivities include live 
music by Larry Lynch and the 
Mob, a Bay Area band that plays 
popular dance tunes from the past 
six decades. Festivities begin at 9 
p.m. and continue until 1 a.m. 


amid drifting jellies, gliding 
sharks, and the many otherworld¬ 
ly creatures that have made the 
aquarium one of the nation’s top 
travel destinations since it first 
opened its doors in 1984. 

The celebration will feature 
no-host cocktails, and no-host 
hors d’oeuvre and dessert bars, 
plus a complimentary champagne 
toast and noisemakers. An op¬ 
tional strolling gourmet dinner 
from 7 to 9 p.m. gives guests an 
opportunity to explore the aquar¬ 
ium’s award-winning Outer Bay 
galleries and dine by candlelight 
as giant tunas, sea turtles, dolphin 
fish, ocean sunfish and hammer¬ 
head sharks swim past. Dizzy Bur¬ 
nett and Grover Coe will enter¬ 
tain. 

Tickets to the New Year’s Eve 
party and dance are $50 per per¬ 
son. The optional VIP strolling 
dinner in the Outer Bay galleries 
costs $130 per person. Dinner 
tickets include admission to the 
party from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Space 
for the dinner is limited; early pur¬ 
chase of tickets is recommended. 

For reservations, call the 
aquarium’s event sales office at 
(831) 647-6877 or visit 

www.montereybayaquarium.org 
for more details. 

The Monterey Plaza Hotel is 
offering special room rates start¬ 
ing at $225. For reservations call 
(800) 334-3999. ▼ 
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any other single venue. 

After analyzing the city’s sur¬ 
veillance data and syphilis case re¬ 
ports, health officials concluded 
that during the summer of 1999, 
an outbreak of syphilis among gay 
men who met their sex partners 
on the Internet presaged the city’s 
rapidly expanding syphilis epi¬ 
demic. 

By 2002, San Francisco had the 
highest rates of primary and sec¬ 
ondary syphilis of any metropoli¬ 
tan area in the United States. 
Though data does suggest syphilis 
cases are now declining among 
gay men in San Francisco, it still 
remains a top concern for health 
officials. 

While the ease of meeting men 
online is seen as a major part of 
the problem, health officials also 
view the Internet as part of the 
remedy. 

“The Internet has the potential 
to increase the spread of HIV and 
STDs, but also has unique charac¬ 
teristics which, if we take advan¬ 
tage of them, can help reduce 
transmission,” said Theresa 
Raphael, executive director of the 
National Coalition of STD Direc¬ 
tors. “What this MMWR points 
out is the importance of men con¬ 
tinuing to keep track of their part¬ 
ners, so that if they do contract an 
STD, they can let them know.” 

SF efforts 

Jeffrey Klausner, the director of 
STD control for San Francisco, 
has long pushed using the Inter¬ 
net as a means for emphasizing 
safe sex practices. He pushed In¬ 
ternet providers to give health of¬ 
ficials access to chat rooms, place 
banner ads with safe sex informa¬ 
tion that was clearly visible to 
users, and even writes his own safe 
sex column for Gay.com. 

The city has instituted an on¬ 
line notification strategy where 
men who test positive for syphilis 
provide health workers with the e- 
mail addresses of their sexual 
partners. First, the individual is 
asked to notify his partners, and 
that e-mail is followed up with 
one sent from health department 
staffers. 

In order to ensure the e-mails 
are read, and not seen as spam and 
deleted, the department guide¬ 
lines advise that the e-mail head¬ 
ings should reference a specific 
health matter but not mention the 
person has been exposed to an 
STD. All messages should be sent 
individually and not as a large 
group message, so as to ensure 
confidentiality. 

Writing in their report, San 
Francisco officials state “other ju¬ 
risdictions can examine the online 
social/sexual networks that are 
used commonly in their gay and 
bisexual communities and devel¬ 
op an effective means of commu¬ 
nicating prevention and control 
messages online.” 

Another tool health depart¬ 
ments and community groups can 
use is a new documentary released 
last week by openly gay Oakland 
filmmaker Todd Ahlberg. The 
film, which is called Hooked and 
was shown at over 35 film festivals 
in 2003, is an in-depth look into 
the world of “online cruising” 
within the gay culture. It can be 
found at www.hookedmovie.com. 

Ahlberg explores what makes 
the Internet so seductive, alluring, 
and, for many, a habit-forming 
addiction. The film also examines 
how the emerging gay generation’s 
attitudes toward sex, STDs, and 
intimacy are being influenced by 
the online cruising phenomenon. 

“for a lot of guys common 
sense, or their usual MO in how 
they approach sex, is thrown out 


the window,” when they go online, 
said Ahlberg. “In the film, a few 
guys talk about that. They said ‘I 
knew I was exposing myself, I 
knew I was putting myself at risk, 
but it didn’t matter. I just needed 
to do what I needed to do to get 
off.’ It is so darn easy, and frankly 
can be quite hot, that it becomes a 
mission to land a trick for a night.” 

With concern growing among 
many state and local STD public 
program directors over the issue, 
the NCSD is also stepping up the 
pressure on Internet service 
providers and calling on them to 
help take measures to reduce HIV 
and STD transmission. The orga¬ 
nization represents the 65 direc¬ 
tors of public health sexually 
transmitted disease prevention 
programs in states, large 
cities/counties, and territories of 
the United States. 

The coalition co-sponsored the 
first national conference on 
STD/HIV Prevention and the In¬ 
ternet with the CDC in August 
2003. Raphael said that health of¬ 
ficials have little hope of reaching 
Internet users without the help of 
ISPs. Thus, NCSD is calling on 
ISPs to assist in the prevention 
and control of sexually transmit¬ 
ted diseases. 

“For example, some Internet 
service providers are already en¬ 
couraging their patrons to disclose 
their risk behaviors and HIV sta¬ 
tus to one another by asking them 
to fill out ‘user profiles’ for others 
to see,” Raphael said. “These 
providers have learned that ‘don’t 
ask, don’t tell,’ can have serious 
health consequences. And if Inter¬ 
net service providers continue to 
ask, more men will tell,” she said. 

Ahlberg, who screened his film 
at the conference this summer, 
said he agrees with the coalition’s 
stance. While he understands the 
Web site owners have a business to 
run, he said there is certainly room 
for these sites to act responsibly. 

“The thing about the whole In¬ 
ternet realm is it is extremely se¬ 
ductive. It allows people to really 
let their guard down and start to 
forget what is important to them, 
about staying safe and caring 
about their health,” he said. “I 
think the sex sites do have a re¬ 
sponsibility to be aware that their 
clientele is not the same clientele 
in a bar.” 

He added that the anonymity 
of the Internet allows men to en¬ 
gage in unsafe behaviors they may 
not otherwise do. 

“If you go to a bar and are 
looking to bareback, that is still 
generally frowned upon in the gay 
community. We know the conse¬ 
quences,” said Ahlberg. “Whereas 
you can be anonymous on the 
other side of a computer screen 
and just put up a pic of your torso 
or dick. If someone passes because 
you don’t want to have safe sex, 
they move on. You do that in a 
bar, you gain a reputation.” 


There are chat rooms and Web 
sites that are trying .to help, and 
Raphael praised two sites in par¬ 
ticular for their approach. The 
first is a Dutch site 
www.dateguide.nl which provides 
a unique model for assessing risk 
and providing tailored informa¬ 
tion to each patron. The second is 
www.SafeSexCity.com, which 
launched this fall and was created 
by San Francisco resident Frank 
Strona. 

“This site specifically caters to 
men who want to be safe at all 
times, and are committed to halt¬ 
ing the spread of STDs and HIV,” 
said Raphael. 

Communities large and small 
in states across the U.S., including 
Washington state, Missouri, Texas, 
Connecticut, and Pennsylvania, 
have reported chat rooms being 
used by individuals to meet new 
sexual partners. The Internet is 
quickly becoming the new “bar 
scene,” enabling strangers to 
quickly and easily identify poten¬ 
tial partners and set up sexual en¬ 
counters both at home and while 
out of town. 

But Ahlberg warned that the 
role the Internet plays is far more 
dangerous than a bathhouse or 
sex club does. Just in sheer volume 
alone, he said the Internet is a 
huge cause of concern. 

“A lot of people say this is a 
modern day bathhouse. I categor¬ 
ically disagree. You are not going 
to go to a bathhouse every single 
night,” he said. “Online it is so 
darn easy that from the comfort of 
your own home in boxers you can 
find a guy you like for that 
evening.” 

For some men, going online is 
part of their nightly ritual, 
Ahlberg said. 

“I talk to one guy in the film 
and he said he would log on at 
night and go do the dishes. Then 
he would check his screen to see if 
anyone had popped up and check 
their stats,” he said. “If someone 
looked interesting, then with a few 
more keystrokes and a few min¬ 
utes later, they were at his door.” 

Just as state and local health of¬ 
ficials have reached out to the bars 
and bathhouses where individuals 
meet, they now need to reach into 
cyberspace to alert at-risk popula¬ 
tions to the dangers of unprotect¬ 
ed sex. 

“The way we use the Internet 
continues to change and expand, 
which presents new public health 
challenges that must be ad¬ 
dressed,” said Raphael. “Yet it also 
affords us the opportunity to reach 
the public in a whole new and ef¬ 
fective way. The public health 
community must seize this oppor¬ 
tunity to adapt current STD/HIV 
prevention and control strategies 
to the Internet, as well as find a 
way to work with Internet service 
providers to curb the Internet’s fa¬ 
cilitation of the spread of sexually 
transmitted diseases.” ▼ 


OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. Please 
follow normal rules of capitaliza¬ 
tion - and no poetry. We reserve 
the right to edit for style, clarity, 
grammar, and taste.lf you're sub¬ 
mitting a photo of the deceased, 
write their name on the back. If 
you include a SASE for the 
photo's return, write the person's 
name on the inside of the enve¬ 
lope flap. All obituaries must in¬ 
clude a contact name and phone 
number. They must be submitted 
within a year of the death. Dead¬ 
line for obituaries is Monday at 5 
p.m., with the exception of special 
display ad obituaries, which must 
be submitted by Friday at 3 p.m. 


Pieter Nelemans 


Note from Sweet Lips: Ann Dolyniuk 
has some very sad news to report. Last 
week she received a message in Dutch — 
“De Nederlandse Amerikaan is heege- 
gaan” — but until Jur (the cutey at the 
Cinch) confirmed the meaning, she was 
hoping she was mistaken. Alas, Pieter 
Nelemans, born February 26,1927, died 
December 4,2003. Just last month Ann 
had called Pieter and would have talked 
longer had she known this would be the 
last conversation with him. Farewell, 
Pieter — rest in peace. 

Terry Stephen Tannen 

Terry Stephen Tannen died unex¬ 
pectedly from a stroke in San Francisco, 
California, on October 15,2003, at the 
age of 54. Born in El Campo, Texas, on 
December 13,1948, Terry was the oldest 
child of Harry and Mary Tannen. He 
grew up in Weimar before leaving for 
military school in San Antonio at the 
age of 12. After graduating with honors 
from Texas Military Institute, Terry 


moved to Cleveland, 
Ohio, to live with 
his grandparents 
and perform in 
summer theater 
stock. He returned 
to Texas and attend¬ 
ed the University of 
Texas at Austin 
where he excelled in 
the drama depart¬ 
ment. He also attended Case Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Terry’s acting career took him from 
Austin to New York and London where 
he performed with entertainers Vanessa 
Redgrave and Tommy Tune. 

During the 1970s, Terry owned a 
breakfast-in-bed catering business and a 
fine cheese shop in Austin. Moving to 
San Francisco, Terry worked in the food 
business before becoming a paralegal. 

He worked at several companies, includ¬ 
ing AT&T, and lastly at Verizon. 

Terry’s passions included doting 
over his nieces, cooking for friends, 
walking, bicycling, swimming, exercis¬ 
ing, reading, listening to music, writing 
the funniest postcards, and collecting 
fine rugs and comic books. Because of 
his long-time commitment to a healthy 
lifestyle, friends and family are shocked 
by his sudden, early death. He will be re¬ 
membered for his kindness, ebullience, 
generosity, and playful sense of humor 
— and his tasty cooking! 

His parents, Harry and Mary, and 
his one true love, Rick Mitrano, preced¬ 
ed Terry in death. He leaves his adored 
sister, Ann T. DeBolt, brother-in-law, 
Terry, and doted-upon nieces Leah, 

Abby and Laura, of Brenham, Texas, and 
also his sweet brother David, sister-in- 
law Marilyn, and nephew Blake, of 
Shreveport, Louisiana, and a devoted 
cadre of friends, among them Flynn, his 
adoring Kitty Wives (Rhett and Debbie), 
Tracy, Emily, Ray, “Rug” Greg, and his 
favorite culture date of all time, Ruth. 

Terry’s memorial gathering will be 
held from 2 p.m. through sunset on Jan¬ 
uary 3,2004, at the Kitty Wives’ home, 
324 Cumberland St. In lieu of flowers, 
please make a donation to your choice 
of charity. 


Our Philosophy is simple. 

• To accommodate your wishes , your budget, and your 
attitudes about death, dying andparting rituals. 

• To provide an environment where you make choices 
based on your own personal values. 

• To do things your way, not someone elses way. 
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Pigskinny 


by Jim Provenzano 


p - ootball follies for the year of- 
|jp fered a wide array of homo- 
eroticphobia, from hateful 
epithets to stylish queerifications. 
For this Ohio-bound scribbler, it 
gave me an extra context for dis¬ 
cussions with my football fan fa¬ 
ther. 

Regular guise 

Defensive end Patrick Kerney, 
an Atlanta Falcon since 1999, is¬ 
sued an apology earlier this 
month, two days after asking, on 
World AIDS Day, why there 
isn’t also a “World Cancer 
Day.” 

During his weekly on- 
air visit to Atlanta’s WKLS 
96 radio program, the Reg¬ 
ular Guys, Kerney sarcasti¬ 
cally said, “People who get can¬ 
cer, it’s usually their 
fault” and getting 
“AIDS, it’s just bad 
luck.” 

Sarcasm often 
being a ruse for one’s 
actual thoughts, and shock radio 
being a veritable dungpile of idio¬ 
cy, Kerney’s comments were hard¬ 
ly out of the norm. 

A December 4 broadcast of the 
Regular Guys repeatedly played a 
“No Homos on the Falcons” 
cheer. Several other on-air refer¬ 
ences to “fags” and a campaign to 
save “Smear the Queer” games in 
phys. ed. classes are only part of 
the show’s program. 

Yet, Kerney apologized after 
being goaded into his statement in 
a discussion of the TV miniseries 
The Reagans and its references to 
the former president’s avoidance 
of the epidemic. 

I wonder if Kerney even knows 



anyone with AIDS, or how many 
millions of people he insulted. 
Funny how an apology can be 
tossed out as easily as an insult, 
and only after activists focus on 
once incident, while ignoring oth¬ 
ers. 

Lion down 

But no one could ignore the 
extraordinary idiocy of Detroit 
Lions President Matt Millen. 

Already on the brink of being 
fired for an incredibly losing sea¬ 
son, Millen’s team tied a record 23 
straight road losses. He’s made 
bad player personnel moves, and 
he’s become the laughing stock of 
the National Foot¬ 
ball League. 

Millen’s legacy of 
incompetence has a long 
trail, from his attack on his 
own players in a radio inter¬ 
view, where he called a play¬ 
er a “devout coward,” to 
his exclusionary hir¬ 
ing practices, which 
led to a $200,000 fine. 
Strangely, calling for¬ 
mer player Johnnie 
Morton “a faggot” twice has not 
led to any fines, or his dismissal. 

The last straw for Detroit resi¬ 
dents stems from an incident two 
weeks ago, where Millen was talk¬ 
ing with Kansas City players and 
coaches outside their locker room 
after the Chiefs’ 45-17 victory. 
Morton was fired by Millen after 
the 2001 season and is now a wide 
receiver for the Chiefs. 

The play by play: 

Millen: “Hey, Johnnie.” 

Morton ignores him. 

Millen: “Nice talking to you.” 

Morton: “Kiss my ass.” 

Millen: “Hey, you faggot! You 
faggot.” 

The armchair quarterbacking: 

“[Morton] made an inappro¬ 
priate remark, and I reacted inap¬ 
propriately,” Millen said. “I said 
something I shouldn’t have, which 
was wrong, and I apologize for 
that. And I apologize to anybody 
that I offended with that remark.” 

Morton apologized for his part 
in the exchange. 

“What he said is demeaning 
and bigoted,” Morton told the 
Kansas City Star. “Jeremy Shockey 
got in trouble for saying it about a 
coach, and now we have a presi¬ 
dent of a team making statements 
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on the fact that men don’t need to 
be flippant fashion fops to be gay. 

It’s a far cry from having an 
openly gay football player, but it’s 
a darn sight better than recent 
Millen-eries. 

Ballsy 

Meanwhile, in the compara¬ 
tively gay-gonzo country of Brazil, 
yet another major soccer star has 
shed any trace of homophobia, 
and his clothes, to pose in the 
ever-popular G magazine. 

After being wooed for three 
years, Tulio “Wonder” Maravilha, 
Team Botafogo’s top player, ac¬ 
cepted the invitation of G maga¬ 
zine, after his wife negotiated for 
him, and helped “inspire” him 
during the photo shoot. 

Maravilha’s naked accomplish¬ 
ments are preceded by four other 
soccer stars: Bruno Calvalho, 
Dinei Vampeta, Jose Noronha, 
and Silva Roger. Roger was dis¬ 
missed by the Sao Paolo team for 
not getting permission to pose, 
while Vampeta continued playing, 
and was part of 2003’s World Cup 
championship team. 

Still, it seems like the sport it¬ 
self is decidedly more gay-friend¬ 
ly. In an online chat transcript 
(roughly translated from my on¬ 
line help), Tulio said that he has 
gay friends, that there are gay 
players, and that his team and ad¬ 
ministration supported his sexy 
modeling job. 

“Between the players it is very 
rare to see any type of discrimina¬ 
tion, either of race, religion or sex¬ 
ual orientation,” said Tulio in G. 
“We coexist very well. Some play¬ 
ers are gay, and in the group peo¬ 
ple always know who is homosex¬ 
ual. “ 

Fans are thrilled by the maga¬ 
zine. 

One Brazilian Web blogger, 
Waldir Leite, wrote that he could 
“extract all the poetry of the world 
of those meaty thighs... I ask for 
license to weave some commen¬ 
taries on one of the biggest won¬ 
ders of the Brazilian soccer.” 

It’ll be a wonder if American 
football ever catches up to “fut- 
bol” in terms of maturity, bravery, 
and saucy audacity. ▼ 


For more athletic wonders, visit 
www.sportscomplex.org. 


Johnnie Morton surfs past homophobia. 


like that. It’s totally unacceptable. 
I have gay friends, and I don’t even 
joke around with them like that.” 

Morton posed shirtless in the 
2000 Sports Illustrated for Women 
to some acclaim. 

The war of words continued in 
Detroit newspapers, particularly 
in the Detroit Free Press. 

Among the most pointed was 
from a teenage jock. “As a gay high 
school student in Dearborn 
Heights, I was very disappointed 
to hear of Matt Millen’s remarks,” 
wrote Bretton Barber. “Homo¬ 
phobia is rampant in society, and 
these hateful words from a role 
model in the community set a 
poor example for everyone, espe¬ 
cially high school students. As a 
result of the same types of words 
Millen used, 61.1 percent of les¬ 
bian, gay, bisexual and transgen¬ 
der students experience some 
form of verbal harassment in 
school, and 27.6 percent experi¬ 
ence some type of physical harass¬ 
ment. It is no wonder why one- 
third of self-identified lesbian and 
gay teens have attempted suicide. 

“While Millen’s apology was a 
nice gesture, it does not go nearly 
far enough to rectify the situation. 
He must resign immediately to 
show those who look up to him in 
the community that these com¬ 
ments are unacceptable and have 
their consequences. 

“With any luck, his resignation 
can influence those who behave in 
similar ways to stop the harass¬ 
ment.” 

Strange how a kid can be more 
eloquent than an NFL executive. 

Fortunately, in between foot¬ 
ball games, I got to enjoy watch¬ 
ing Drumline on HBO, and feast 
upon what’s always been my fa¬ 
vorite part of the game - the half¬ 
time show. 

Ray of Light 

Fortunately, another football 
player’s got a bit more gay-friend¬ 
ly attitude, and may be able to ex¬ 
press it on TV. 

New England Patriot Matt 
Light, the 305-pound tackle with 
a scruffy beard, has volunteered to 
appear on the Bravo show, Queer 
Eye for the Straight Guy. 

When the show’s producers 
pitched the idea, Patriots 
spokesguy Stacey James said he had 
Light in mind right from the start. 

“Matt just has this great sense 
of humor,” he said. “He seemed 
like the kind of guy who would 
just go with it.” 

Turns out, the big guy is a big 
fan of Bravo’s hit makeover show. 


Matt Light wants to be queerified. 


“He said, ‘I watch that all the 
time. I’m just what they’re looking 
for. I’m all scruffy and I have no 
fashion sense.’” 

Actually, patrons of the Lone 
Star might think him just the guy 
to give the Fab Five a few lessons 


Tulio has ball(s) of steel 
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Center 

◄ page 5 

Executive Director Brian Cheu 
announced last January he was re¬ 
signing his post. 

By the spring center officials 
had laid off numerous staff mem¬ 
bers and disclosed they had an op¬ 
erating deficit of more than 
$640,000. The center also revealed 
it was carrying $2.3 million in 
debt due to construction costs. 

On June 23 Lynch, who left 
Project Open Hand to take on the 
$105,000 a year position, started 
work. Ever since he has been re¬ 
ceiving praises. 

“I think it’s a sea change. When 
I go around and talk to people and 
listen to people about the center, 
people have very positive attitudes 
as to what is happening with the 
organization,” said Wiener. “They 
sense there is a real positive ener¬ 
gy about the organization and 
people have a general sense that 
the organization is turning 
around and heading in the right 
direction. Thom gets a lot of cred¬ 
it for that,” said Wiener. 

“I think Thom has brought a 
lot of energy, managerial skills, 
and focus to the challenges that 
the center faces,” added state As¬ 
semblyman Mark Leno (D-San 
Francisco), who led the initial 
fundraising drive to build the cen¬ 
ter. “Every time I am there it is 
being used and I am always en¬ 
couraged so many people from so 
many corners of our community 
clearly feel comfortable and at 
home there.” 

Turnaround 

City Hall has also taken notice 
of Lynch’s leadership and is invest¬ 
ing once again in the center. This 
week the Mayor’s Office of Com¬ 
munity Development finalized a 
grant agreement with the center to 
open a neighborhood economic 
development organization. 

Roger Sanders, the openly gay 
director of the MOCD, said Lynch 
was a great hire by the board. 
Sanders’s office originally oversaw 
the $6 million in city funding the 
center received and will work 
closely with the person the center 
hires to run the NEDO. 

“Thom Lynch is a great asset. 
He is going to change the vision 
and change the type of people 
who are going to come into the 
center,” said Sanders. “The 
Mayor’s Office of Community 
Development is very interested in 
services that are focused on espe¬ 
cially the low- and moderate-in¬ 
come lavender households. Small 
businesses provide jobs for low- 
and moderate-income lavender 
households.” 

Sanders said he believes the 
NEDO at the center is the nation’s 
first to focus specifically on LGBT 
people. The office will help queer 
entrepreneurs establish new busi¬ 
nesses within the city. 

“As far as I know this is the first 
program of its kind in the United 
States. We are actually acknowl¬ 
edging gay entrepreneurs,” he said. 
“We hope that this NEDO will 
evolve into a strong supportive or¬ 
ganization that provides analysis 
on what our community’s needs 
really are, whether it is access to 
mortgages or business loans or 
whatever.” 

Sanders said he is also glad to 
see Lynch is moving the center be¬ 
yond being just a rental facility 


and into an incubator for new 
programs aimed at the queer 
community. 

“Our community needs pro¬ 
grams and I think he has the right 
vision at this time,” he said. 

Lynch said once the center has 
the money to launch the NEDO, a 
search committee will be set up to 
look for a director. The center has 
already begun working on the 
NEDO and David Bach, who 
owns a job referral service in the 
Castro, has been volunteering his 
services at the center. 

Bach heads a steering com¬ 
mittee that is organizing a job fair 
at the center on January 30 and 
31. It will focus on financial ser¬ 
vices and banking jobs. The com¬ 
mittee hopes to have job fairs fo¬ 
cused on different sectors of the 
market every other month at the 
center. 

Also in January the center is 
expected to name a new volunteer 
coordinator. The board made an 
offer for the paid position to its 
pick for the job this month. Lynch 
said he hopes the person will be 
able to begin work January 1. 

“I want to see eventually a lot 
of people who want to volunteer 
at the center at the front desk an¬ 
swering phones, working with the 
public,” he said. “I want them to 
work with groups renting large 
spaces here so there will be a host 
for each of those groups. We al¬ 
ready had some success in in¬ 
creasing the cyber center hours 
due to more volunteers.” 

Along with offering their time, 
Lynch and the center’s boosters 
hope the community will open 
their pocketbooks for the organi¬ 
zation. For all the successes, the 
center’s future will be dependent 
on whether it can convince people 
to donate money. 

“Until community members 
and those who use the center step 
up to the plate and become dues 
paying members, the future of the 
center is going to be uncertain,” 
said Leno. “I think it’s a matura- 
tional process for the community 
to recognize we have to be self-re¬ 
liant. We can’t expect anyone else, 
government or private interests, to 
carry our weight.” 

“If we want our center to sur¬ 
vive, we have to make it survive. 
That means whether one can af¬ 
ford $ 10 a day or $ 10 a year, we all 
should be contributing something 
to it,” added Leno. “It is a precious 
treasure. We can’t let it slip 
through our fingers.” 

The center is already having 
some success with its special 
fundraiser show of Disney’s The 
Lion King , which opens in Febru¬ 
ary. Tickets are selling well and 
only 700 remain. The Shorenstein 
Company is already negotiating 
another fundraiser for a show 
which opens in March, but Lynch 
said he could not disclose which 
show yet. 

Next month, Lynch will hold a 
town hall meeting to discuss the 
status of the center. At that time, 
he said he hopes to announce an 
update on the center’s financial 
situation. He also is meeting with 
the center’s bank and hopes to re¬ 
finance the remaining debt. The 
meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 29 at the cen¬ 
ter, 1800 Market Street. V 


For more information on the 
center, or to make a donation, 
visit www.sfcenter.org. 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


SAN FRANCISCO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

Free or low-cost health care, (800) 300-9950. If you or someone you 
know needs immunizations, check-ups, dental care, birth control, 
pregnancy testing, or prenatal care, call us. We are here to help women, 
teens, and children find free or low-cost health care. The San Francisco Department 
of Public Health provides referrals to clinics, doctors, and dentists in San Francisco. Our 
English, Spanish, Cantonese, and Mandarin speaking staff are here to take your call, 
Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm 
WIC Program 

Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), Supplemental Nutrition Program provides nu¬ 
trition education, food vouchers, and breastfeeding support for pregnant women, post¬ 
partum women, infants, and children younger than five. Vouchers are picked up at a 
WIC site on a monthly/bimonthly basis ana may be exchanged for milk, cheese, eggs, 
cereal, juice, peanut butter/beans, and infant formulas in most grocery stores. All WIC 
services are free of charge. For more information, please call (415) 575-5788. 

SAN FRANCISCO ANIMAL CARE AND 
CONTROL LOST PET HOTLINE 

Tell everyone you know about the SFACC lost and found Hotline! Dial -415/lost pet- 
- on your touch tone phone and hear a list of animals brought to our animal shelter that 
day. We also provide complete information on how to look for your lost pet. Donft for¬ 
get, thatfs 415/1-o-s-t - p-e-t, or 415/567-8738. 

We are the only shelter in the city that can accept lost animals, so keep our number 
handy. We hope you will never have to use it! 

t 

MAYOR’S OFFICE OF HOUSING 

The Mayorfs Office of Housing offers FREE services including funding up to 
$10,000.00 to clean up lead-based paint hazards from the residences of low to mod¬ 
erate-income households. This program will be available only for a short time. For 
more information on the Lead Hazard Reduction Program, call Ted Tulle at: (415) 
252-3102. 
t 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS (DPW) GRAFFITI PROGRAM 
The (DPW) Graffiti Abatement Program works daily to eradicate graffiti citywide. The 
fifteen (15) member graffiti crew is equipped with four (4) vans with the latest in com¬ 
puter aided color matching systems, two (2) pick-up trucks, paint, brushes and other 
graffiti removal supplies. For graffiti that appears on stone or marble, the crew also has 
a soda-blasting machine that sprays high pressure steam and baking soda to remove 
graffiti from these difficult surfaces. 

t 

Last year, the DPW crew wiped out about 1,750,000 square feet of graffiti and used 
over 4,375 gallons of paint! 
t 

As a citizen you can helpOplease report graffiti by calling 241-WASH. If you are re¬ 
porting graffiti on your private property, a Release Form is needed. To obtain one, 
please leave your name, and address or fax number and a form will be sent to you. As 
a Department policy, we will remove the graffiti from a private building once as a way 
of training and educating you on graffiti abatement. Thereafter, we will leave the paint 
with you for you to use in the future should the graffiti happens to return. Thank you 
for your assistance! 



City and County of San Francisco 
Department of Human Services 
Request for Proposals #259 

Dear Potential Applicant: 

The San Francisco Department of Human 
Services announces its intent to seek propos¬ 
als from agencies and organizations interest¬ 
ed in contracting to provide family preserva¬ 
tion services for families with children at-risk 
of removal by Family Sc Children Services. 
This contract will provide intensive in-home 
services to work with parents and families re¬ 
ferred to the program by Family & Children 
Services. This is one of three family preser¬ 
vation contracts maintained by the Depart¬ 
ment. One of the other two family preser¬ 
vation contracts works with the Asian/Pacif¬ 
ic Islander families and one focuses on fam¬ 
ilies with substance-abuse exposed infants. 
The contract period will run from 7/1/04 to 
6/30/07 for an amount to be determined. 
An RFP packet may be picked up at SFDHS, 
Office of Contract Management, 1650 Mis¬ 
sion Street, Suite 300, Tuesday, January 6, 
2004. Office hours are from 8:30 AM to 5 
PM. 

The RFP packet and subsequent updates may 
be downloaded from the Cityis website on or 
after Tuesday, January 6, 2004. Go to 
HTTP://SUNSET.CI.SF.CA.US/PBIDS.NSF 
and click on the “Consultants and Profes¬ 
sional Services” link. 

The Respondents! Conference will be held 
on Thursday, January 15, 2004, at 9:30 AM 
at 1650 Mission St, Suite 300, SF, CA. For 
further information, call Kimberly Fergison, 
at (415) 557-5585. Due date for responses is 
Friday, February 6, 2004 at 5:00 PM. 
12/25/03 
CNS- 617809# 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE N0.CNC 03-541087 

In the Matter of the Application of Brian 
Lee Mavrogeorge for Change of Name. The 
application of Brian Lee Mavrogeorge for 
change of name, having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Brian Lee Mavrogeorge has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that, his/her name be 
changed to Brian Lee Bonner. Now ther- 
fore, it is hereby ordered and directed, that 
all persons interested in said matter do ap¬ 
pear before this Court in Department 218 
on the 10th day of February, 2004 at 
9:00am., of said day to show cause why the 
application for change of name should not 
be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE N0.CNC 03-541083 

In the Matter of the Application of Emilio 
Stefano Prieto for Change of Name. The 
application of Emilio Stefano Prieto for 
change of name, having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Emilio Stefano Prieto has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Emilio Stefano Prieto Torres. 
Now therfore, it is hereby ordered and di¬ 
rected, that all persons interested in said 
matter do appear before this Court in De¬ 
partment 218 on the 27th day of January, 
2004 at 9:00am., of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE N0.CNC 03-541070 

In the Matter of the Application of Shora 
Miller for Change of Name. The applica¬ 
tion of Shora Miller for change of name, 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Shora Miller 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Shornora 
Miller. Now therfore, it is hereby ordered 
and directed, that all persons interested in 
said matter do appear before this Court in 
Department 218 on the 27th day of Janu¬ 
ary, 2004 at 9:00am., of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE N0.CNC 03-541081 

In the Matter of the Application of Douglas 
Taylor Rothstein for Change of Name. The 
application of Douglas Taylor Rothstein for 
change of name, having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Douglas Taylor Rothstein has filed an ap¬ 
plication proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Douglas Taylor Kasle. Now 
therfore, it is hereby ordered and directed, 
that all persons interested in said matter 
do appear before this Court in Department 
218 on the 29th day of January, 2004 at 
9:00am., of said day to show cause why the 
application for change of name should not 
be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 


ki^lbEs 

: Law Offices 

Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 
13 years experience 

• Mediation Services 

• Real Estate Transactions 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Prepara¬ 
tion 

• Employment Counseling 

• Bankruptcy 

656-1968 

jkrubinstein@yahoo.com 


Law Offices 

Thomas G. Best 


400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Telephone: (415)956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 
Trust Litigation 
Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlaw1@aol.com 


Law Offices 

Alma Soongi Beck 

Wills, Living Trusts 
Estate Planning 
Domestic Partnership 
Planning 

Property Co-Ownership 
Issues 

Live-Together Agreement 

Seminar Facilitator for National Center for 
Lesbian Rights on Domestic Partnership Issues 
see www.beckesq.com for details 

101 Howard Street @ Spear 

(415) 642-9930 

Email alma@beckesq.com for info 



SHELLEY S. FEINBERG 

- Attorhev at Law - 


Wills and Living Trusts 
Pdwers of Attorney 
Estate Planning 
Trust Administration 

Affordable rates 

Flood Building 

870 Market St. (415) 421-1893 



imm 

W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

Bill Lentini 

i=l 415-292-7589 B 

www.weltax.com |Nfjif|| 



417 South Van Ness at 15th • 861-GLAM 
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VACATION RENTALS 


Unleash your sprit 


At Ha'aheo Waikiki, JJlf spirit of ^ 
aloha awaits. So get readCfp, . 

Pacific, Asian and Hawaiian cfe'coi 

Haaheo, Hawaiian for pride. 

You'll feel the spirit in a Gay owned - 1 
and operated hideaway for those 
who want to be themselves with / ^ 
pride. What's more, we're a block 
away from warm sunny beaches 
and hundreds of WaikTkT's best 
restaurants and stores. 


HA‘AHEO 


Get into the spirit. 


For a free brochure or reservations call 18 8 8 ? 71?591 toll free WWW.haaheO.COni 


Historic 

New OrCeans 

Gay Guesthouse 

The Kerlerec House 

Located 1/2 Mock from the 
French Quarter 

_ 888.948.3440 

928 Kerlerec Street 



New Orleans, LA 70116 
www.kerlerec.com 
E-mail: hsdavid@bellsouth.net 


YOSEMITE 

B&B & Rental house 888-687-4281 
Just 3.5 hours from SF, 
Sierratel.com/AppleBlossomlnn 


HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 



SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 
THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 


TRAVEL 


LA FRANCE GASTRONOMIQUE 

WWW.JOURNEY-OUT.COM 



ROOMMATES 

East Bay/Pleasant Hill Tahoe setting. 
Townhouse. 5 story. Bedroom, 
full private bath. Encludes garage. 
$700.00 

°Sorry no pets/guests. 

Mike 925-947-5550 


$600+Util.-Gay Home-East Bay 
Leave message 4 Tom 510-465-7910 

Fremont $500mo+util home w/pool 
No smk.Wash/dryer. 

(510) 792-4404 


RENTALS 


OAKLAND 

2 BDR, New W/W Carpet, Mini 
blinds, WD, Parking. Good area near 
Highland Hospital. $935/mo plus de¬ 
posit. 

510-261-1980 


$550 STUDIO 

Sublet pos. long term. Avail Jan. 
1st. Furnished. Bad hood, good 
price. 

415-252-9611 


REAL ESTATE 





Prudential 

California Realty 


Alan Emery 

REALTOR 

Move to Palm Springs 
the Affordable Gay Paradise 

Call me at; ( 760 ) 323-8913 

Email; Alan Lm cry Rea I to r@ au I. co m 
www.AlanEmery.com 

mk WMvx. 


1 Residential and Commercial Properties 
1 1031 Exchanges 
1 Small Hotels and Inns 

1 Covering Palm Springs, Rancho Mirage, 
Palm Desert and Cathedral City 


RE/MAX 


7B0.799.2IBG 


www.desert-homes.net 


Craic & Dean your 

Palm Sprincs 

Realtors 

Windermere 
Real Estate 


Consider us your friends! 


Call Craig & Dean at: 

( 760 ) 578-8281 

www.craigdean@dc.rr.com 


Robert Ramblas 


DOUGLAS 

DELIVERS 

SERVING 

ALL OF 

SONOMA 

COUNTY 


Take advantage of Doug Bohling’s 

• 16 years of Wine Country experience 

• expertise which has earned him a spot 
in the top 6% of all producers in the 
national Prudential network 

• specialties: homes, land & resorts 
Call now for a hassle-free consultation 

( 877 ) 824-2500 

dougbohling@sbcglobal.nct 

www.SonomaCountyRealtor.net 


PALM SPRINGS. THE 
FRIENDLY GAY PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and re¬ 
sponsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-323-8913. Email: 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. Web 
Page: AlanEmery.com 


SAUSALITO HOME 

Quiet & private 3BR/2.5BA+0ffice 
Hot tub,decks,FP,Peek of view, EZ 
commute! Peg Copple&Assoc/Jenna 
415-331-8611, ext 9. 


PHOENIX W-O-W 

Stunning 12th floor Remodel 
Luxury building near downtown 
2 bedrooms and 2 baths 
Amazing Views, $254,500 
Neil Schneider 

Prudential Arizona Properties 
(888) 206-0094, (602)571-4586 



£52 
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LEGAL NOTICFS 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CAILIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE NO.CNC 03-541025 

In the Matter of the Application of Shan¬ 
non Minter for Change of Name and 
change of Gender. The application of Shan¬ 
non M inter for change of name and 
change of gender, having been filed in 
Court, and it appearing from said applica¬ 
tion that Shannon Minter has filed an ap¬ 
plication proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Shannon Price Minter and 
his/her gender be changed from female to 
male. Now therfore, it is hereby ordered 
and directed, that all persons interested in 
said matter do appear before this Court in 
Department 218 on the 13th day of Janu¬ 
ary, 2004 at 9:00am., of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 

STATEMENT FILE A-0271814-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: J.Wavro Associates 1847 Lombard 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94123. This 
business is conducted by an individual 
signed James Wavro. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 12/01/03. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, 
CA on 12/02/03. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 

STATEMENT FILE A-0271360-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Sunset Psychic 1417 9th Avenue San 
Francisco, CA 94122. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual signed Rose John¬ 
son. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 8/08/93. The 
statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, CA on 
11/12/03. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 

STATEMENT FILE 0271802-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Debre Damo Hotel 106 Fern Court,San 
Francisco, Ca. 94109. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a corporation, signed Tsegai 
Berhe. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 12/02/03 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
12/02/2003. 

DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15, 2003 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME FILE 243248 

The following person(s) have abandoned 
the use of the fictitious business name 
known as Debre Damo Hotel 106 Fern 
Court, San Francisco, Ca 94109 This 
business was conducted by an individual, 
signed Tsegai Berhe. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 12/02/03 
DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15,2003 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CAILIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE NO.CNC 03-541009 

In the Matter of the Application of David 
Allan Wentworth for Change of Name. The 
application of David Allan Wentworth for 
change of name, having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
David Allan Wentworth has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that his/her name be 
changed to David Wentworth Schuh. Now 
therfore, it is hereby ordered and directed, 
that all persons interested in said matter 
do appear before this Court in Department 
218 on the 17th day of February at 
9:00am of said day to show cause why the 
application for change of name should not 
be granted. 

DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15,2003 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CAILIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE NO.CNC 03-540939 

In the Matter of the Application of Xavier 
Lartigue for Change of Name. The applica¬ 
tion of Xavier Lartigue for change of 
name, having been filed in Court, and it ap¬ 
pearing from said application that Xavier 
Lartigue has filed an application propos¬ 
ing that his/her name be changed to Latif 
Kam Ra Eze. Now therfore, it is hereby or¬ 
dered and directed, that all persons inter¬ 
ested in said matter do appear before this 
Court in Department 218 on the 17th day 
of February at 9:00am of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15,2003 



IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CAILIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE NO.CNC 03-541068 

In the Matter of the Application of Freder¬ 
ick William Hoock for Change of Name. 
The application of Frederick William 
Hoock for change of name, having been 
filed in Court, and it appearing from said 
application that Frederick William Hoock 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Andrea Ashley 
Chenie. Now therfore, it is hereby ordered 
and directed, that all persons interested in 
said matter do appear before this Court in 
Department 218 on the 27th day of Janu¬ 
ary at 9:00am of said day to show cause 
why the application for change of name 
should not be granted. 

DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15,200 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CAILIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE NO.CNC 03-540960 

In the Matter of the Application of Sonya 
Sherrard for Change of Name. The appli¬ 
cation of Sonya Sherrard for change of 
name, having been filed in Court, and it ap¬ 
pearing from said application that Sonya 
Sherrard has filed an application propos¬ 
ing that his/her name be changed to Ducha 
Malika Jali. Now therfore, it is hereby or¬ 
dered and directed, that all persons inter¬ 
ested in said matter do appear before this 
Court in Department 218 on the 17th day 
of February at 9:00am of said day to show 
cause why the application for change of 
name should not be granted. 

DEC. 25, JAN. 01, 08, 15,2003 

STATEMENT FILE A-0271760-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Westwood, 236 West Portal #334 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94127 This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Mark Bal- 
istreri. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on NA. The 
statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
12/01/2003. 

DEC. 4,11,18,25,2003 

STATEMENT FILE A-0271667-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Linda Jewelry, 121 O'Farrell Street 
San Francisco, Ca. 94102. This business is 
conducted by an individual signed Demin 
Li. The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 11/24/03. The 
statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
11/24/2003. 

DEC. 11,18,25 JAN 01,2003 

STATEMENT FILE A-0271739-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Universal Biologies, Global, Inc. 2. J 
Line, Inc., 1006 Sutter Street,San Francis¬ 
co, Ca. 94109. This business is conducted 
by a corporation signed Kathie Wong. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on NA The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 11/26/2003. 

DEC. 11,18,25 JAN 01,2003 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
THE STATE OF CAILIFORNIA IN 
AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO FILE NO.CASE 
#540720 

In the Matter of the Application of Yisrael 
Ben Avraham For change of Gender. The 
application of Application of Yisrael Ben 
Avraham for change of gender from female 
to male, having been filed in Court, and it 
appearing from said application that Yis¬ 
rael Ben Avraham has filed an applica¬ 
tion proposing that his/her gender be 
changed from female to male. Now ther¬ 
fore, it is hereby ordered and directed, that 
all persons interested in said matter do ap¬ 
pear before this Court in Room 218 on the 
20th day of January, 2004, at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for gender change (female to male) should 
not be granted. 

DEC. 11,18,25, JAN 1,2003 

STATEMENT FILE A-0271345-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: The Rip Tide, 3639 Taraval Street, 

San Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
general partnership signed David Quinby. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on NA. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 11/10/2003. 

DEC. 4,11,18,25,2003 

STATEMENT FILE A-0271696-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as Mike's Urban Garden, 375 Guerrero 
Street Apt. 2, San Francisco, Ca. 94103. 
This business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Michael B. Collins. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on NA. The statement was filed with 
the City and County of San Francisco, Ca. 
on 11/25/2003. 

DEC. 4,11,18,25, 2003 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

To whom it may concern : The Name of the 
Applicant(s) is Martinez Benjamin The Ap¬ 
plicants listed above are applying to the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
at 185 Berry Street, Suite #5600 San 
Francisco, Ca 94107, to sell alcoholic bev¬ 
erages at 10 Mason Street, San Francisco, 
Ca 94102 . Type of License applied for: 
41-0N- SALE BEER AND WINE 
EATING PLACE 
DEC. 11,18,25, 2003 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO, 400 MCALLISTER, 
SF, CA 94102, AMENDED ORDER 
TO SHOW CAUSE #CPF-03- 
503532 

HEATH STOYER, Petitioner, v. WHEN 
WILL WE RULE THE WORLD, LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY, a California limit¬ 
ed liability company, and SEAN WALL, an 
individual, Respondents. 

TO WHEN WILL WE RULE THE 
WORLD, LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
and SEAN WALL: YOU ARE ORDERED 
to appear in Department 302 of this court, 
located at 400 McAllister Street, San 
Francisco, CA on January 13th, 2004, at 
9:30 am, then and there to show cause why 
the petition of HEATH STOYER for disso¬ 
lution of WHEN WILL WE RULE THE 
WORLD, LIMITED LIABILITY COMPA¬ 
NY, and designation of HEATH STOYER 
as the member to wind up the affairs of the 
LLC should not be granted. 

This order together with a copy of the peti¬ 
tion on file herein and any declarations 
filed in support of the petition shall be 
served on SEAN WALL in the same man¬ 
ner as service of summons at least 30 days 
prior to the date of hearing, or as other¬ 
wise specified in an order allowing publica¬ 
tion pursuant to CCP 415.50. You are no¬ 
tified that a petition has been filed by 
HEATH STOYER seeking dissolution of 
WHEN WILL WE RULE THE WORLD 
LLC and designation of HEATH STOYER 
as the member to wind up the affairs of the 
LLC. If said petition is granted, assets of 
the LLC will be sold and proceeds of sale 
applied in a manner according to law and 
as approved by the court. You must ap¬ 
pear at the hearing on the date and at the 
time specified if you object to this petition. 
Dated November 4.2003, Ronald Evans 
Quidachay, Judge of the Superior Court. 
DEC. 25, JAN. 1,8, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0272200-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: All Fours 303 Scott Street, San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94117. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an individual signed Lloyd Campbell 
Wilson. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
8/31/95The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
12/19/2003. 

DEC.25, JAN. 1,8,15, 2003 


STATEMENT FILE A-0272181-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: EXJAY, 460 Natoma #20 Street, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual signed Jeffrey P. 
Mainville. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 1/10/97. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
12/18/2003. 

DEC.25, JAN. 1,8,15, 2003 



JOBS OFFERED 


ARE you LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 

Is your current job getting you down? 


We are the largest adult retail chain 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate, alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. 

Excellent pay and great benefits! 

o- P P y / Benefits include: 





Medical, Dental, Vision & Life ■ 401 (k) ■ Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays ■ Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one year 
experience in retail. 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 



ADVERTISING IN THIS 
PUBLICATION IS NOT 
A GAMBLE. 



/Advertisers in this publication know 
they’re getting their money's worth. They 
are not taking a chance on unsubstantiated 
circulation. Iky know when they see the 
Verified logo that our circulation figures have 
undergone rigorous internal and field audits 
by Verified, a respected auditor of free and 
paid publications for over 50 years. 

We are just as committed to giving our 
advertisers honest and precise circulation 
data as we are to providing our readers with 
interesting and valuable information. 

For a sure thing - give us a call. Our 
advertising department has numbers 
youcancouuton. 


BAR 



PHOTOGRAPHY 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415-978-2463 


Gift Certificates Available 

www.stevenunderhiU.com 


I I I I 1 1 I ■ I I ~1 


NEED PHOTOS? 

portraits, 
head shots, 
weddings. 

415 

special events, 
and more 

861 

WWW. 

7216 

Gaywedding 

PhDtographer.com 



—RICK GERHARTER— 
•PHOTOGRAPHY* 

15yrs exp. Dependable!! 

(415) *824 *5300 

email: rgerharter@igc.org 




Caregivers wanted for elderly care 
$10-$11 an hour. Live in and hourly 
available. Car is a plus. Call David at 
415-273-1497. CNA's & HHA's 


PAINTER/HANDYMAN 

Good pay.362-6156 *Fax 445-9970 


SALES/MARKETING 

Int'l firm expanding in Bay Area 
seeks sales/mgmt types to work from 
home 

SIX-FIGURE POTENTIAL 

plus car program Cal I (888)309-5734 


Drywall Trainee, w/car, part-time 
Hard, detail wrk. $12+Hr 995-4782 


OPEN CASTING CALL 

Calling all hot guys 18-35. Want to 
be in porn, Make $? Factory Videos, 
442 Natoma St. ((between 5th & 6th 
Sts and Howard & Mission) in San 
Francisco is looking for you. Stop by 
our studio, Sat., Jan. 3 to apply, 
llam-4pm. 415-777-9070. 


PORN MODELS NEEDED 

You Hot! 18-35, gdlking in shape like 
showing it off + making $. Us-fun, 
pro-am video company 5 yrs strong. 
Cum join our men. Call us 415-777- 
9070 10-6PM M-F. 
www.factoryvideos.com 


TOTAL 

COCKSUCKERS 

WANTED 

Are you addicted to sucking 
cock? Are you a show off? Look 
good, be passionate. Email 
paul@treasureislandmedia.com or 
call Paul at 415-437-6696 ext #3 
WWW.TREASU REISLAND 
MEDIA.COM 


CAN YOU SUCK 
YOUR OWN DICK? 

Wanna be in a video and make 
some $? Call 415-437-6696 x3 
or send email to models@ 
treasureislandmedia.com 


BLOW BUDDIES 

We're hiring. You must be able to 
work some 2nd and 3rd shifts. Previ¬ 
ous experience working with the pub¬ 
lic required. Pick up application at 
933 Harrison or send us your resume 
atwww.blowbuddies.com. 


8M B5 
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SERVICES 


Cinderella’s Housekeeping Agency 

We Don’t Cut Corners, We Cleon Them 
Serving San Francisco Since 1984 
Phone: 415-864-8900 

lnfodCinderellasAgency.com 
___ www.cjnderellasagency.com 


^GDTtf 

PETS? 


FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTRTION 
CRLL JERNINE 
415 8G1-5381 isfi 


Fernando Cleaning Services 

Hardworking Brazilian Guy 
• Houses • Offices • Buildings 

io Years Experience • Great References 
(415) 567-6213 / (415) 713-2329 cell 
Call Free Estimates 


Landscape Design 
& Construction 

GAY . OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPECIALIZING IN 
LOW-MAINTENANCE PLANTINGS AUTO¬ 
MATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEMS, DECKS, HOT 
TUBS 4 FENCES. OUTSTANDING REFER- 


@( 415 ) 282-0288 


Wizard's Cleaning Team 


Experienced Professionals with all aspects of 
residential & business needs, inel. hauling. 

♦reference* upon requeit* 

£> 


CALL for FREE ESTIMATE 


wi 2 ardcleanteam@a 0 l.com 

* ' V 



415.487.0114 (Office) 
415.225.0779 (cell) 


Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine 
Delivered to your doorstep For 
monthly menu, 

CALL: JANE • 826-2133 
www.pealcuisine.com 

__£52 

FLOWER 

ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars parties 
restaurants. 

Back room work florist shop? Call 
Dav Fairall 

415-776-1939 
BEFORE 5PM 

_E1B 

Cleaning Professional 17yrs. exp. 
Home or Office. Roger Miller 
(415) 664-0513. 

_E06 

PRUNE 

YOUR 

TREE 

Expert in pruning of all varieties of tree and 
more. Please call: 334-3334. 


m 


ADMIRAL i^GREEN 

LANDSCAPING 


San Francisco’s Residential 
Landscape Specialists 


call (415) 750-9002 

www.admiralgreen.com 


GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 

Yard Cleaning • Hauling ’Tree Care 

Ph:(415)552-8274 Pgr: (415)597-1889 


•suNNyside- 


'X bondedp& 6 

■ Custom Landscape Design 

■ Installation 

■ Maintenance 

Steve Coughran 
4I5.9D2.229I 


• HANDIWORK 

• SMALL REPAIRS 

• SMALL PROJECTS 

TOM SKIDMORE 

415-279-2853 

REASONABLE RATES • EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


PIANO PLAYER 
HOUDAY PARTY 

Play B'way X-mas sing alongs 
Jim 415-934-9325 
310-6624 cell 

Meticulous Housecleaning 

$15/Hr 

Call Brian: 

415-571-0933 

HOUSE 

CLEANING 

Make your house beautiful. 

Call Rogelio 
650-291-7763. 

BASIC CLEAN 
$35 WKLY 

Once $55,mop,dust,bath,kitchen 
stove,fridge,garbage,sheet change 
fireplace, kitty litter. Flat rate. 
Most for money. 

Call John 420-2926. 

In Bay Area Reporter 10 years 



DON’T GET 
LEFT 
BEHIND! 

By other businesses! 

| Ads in the BayAreaRkporter 
ft get results! 


Call 415.861.5019 
or email 

BARadv@aol.com 
for details. 


UPKEEP 



NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 

HIIUTTHIHMIlKEmi 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured PI & PD-State Lie# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


CARPENTRY 


Specializing in 
Kitchens & Baths 
Interior Remodeling 
Crown & Custom Trim 
Windows & Doors 

Impeccable References 

1 - 888 - 538-9076 


DESIGN & BUILDING 
CONTRACTOR 



Kitchen, Baths, and 
Interior Remodel Specialists 

415-261-0202 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

(415) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415 . 584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 



WE LIKE OLD HOUSES & VICTORIANS 


Lighting design & build 

Emergency power restorationASAP 

Member National Electrical Contractors Association 10 years. 32 years in 
business. Good Service Guide approved 10 years. Insured PL&PD Bonded 
license #273651. 

http://home.pacbell.net/japeters/ 415 - 239-5393 


BAY 

ELECTRIC 

PH (41 
- Free 

15) 563-5645 n 
Estimates! = 

Lighting • Kitchen Remodels «panels 
New Plugs and Switches • Service Calls 
CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 



SERVICES 


• HANDIWORK + SMALL REPAIRS 

• LIGHT CONSTRUCTION 

• SMALL PROJECTS 

• LIGHT MOVES 

• RELIABLE & PROFESSIONAL 


TOM SKIDMORE 
415 - 279-2853 

REASONABLE RATES 
EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


1M1LUX 

Painting & Decorating 

Wallpapering 
Trained Colorist 

teiuiiisS'iSffiifciUM 


PHILLIP JAMES 


• HOME REMODELING • 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 
•PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK• 

415 - 374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 

Don Giovanni’s 
Painting 

Quality 

Interior/Exterior work 

415 . 724-3130 

CA Lie. # 773087 



GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415 . 701-9968 

J JPPCOMPANY@AOL.COM 


JUST HAUL IT 1 JUST PAINT IT I 
JUST PLUMB IT I JUST SHOCK IT I 
- WHATEVER - 

•JUST FIX IT ! • 


JIM ~ (415) 864 - 6850 


Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs, Lie. Call 

WREN *621-1379 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415 . 584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 


E&R PAINTING 

For a fine and neat painting 
Interior & Exterior 
Residential &Commercial 

FREE ESTIMATES 

415 - 232-0100 


CARPENTRY! 

ALL PHASES • DRY ROT 

( 415 ) 621-1379 

Wren 


jDm painting 

“For A Job Done Right” 
Interior & Exterior 
Residential & Commercial 
FREE ESTIMATES 

415 - 307-4351 


Drywall/Plaster-highest quality 
new/repair/patch. Artistic detail, 
textures. $28hr. 20+yrs. 995-4782.^ 

INTERIOR PAINTING 

Specialty finishes, color 
consultation, stenciling, 
attention to detail, small jobs 
welcome, free estimates. 15 
years experience, references. 

CA Lie 772685. Mike Pierce 
415/225-9910 
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HAWING. 


HARDY’S 

HAULING 

Big tnicks small prices. Dump run 
7 days a week. Fast and very reliable. 
Bonded, Insured, Licensed #796808 

415-282-2733 


CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

★ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


*mSTHAUl&„ 
**>415 665-0800 *- 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer - Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 




333 

Basement, Garag 
Removal, Padding 
Large Truck, E 
Serving thi 

Lou (41 

e, Attic, Sof 
, Nail Strips, 

ARTH FRIENDU 

e Gay Commi 

5) 225-< 

: a’s, Carpet 
Appliances, 
r Hauling 

JNfTY 

1637 


EZ RELOCATION 


HOME & OFFICE 
415-252-5938 • PGR415-597-1889 


Castro Hauling 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


2 Men Lg clean truck cheap 24hrs 
Free est.-Louis 902-3229 

E03 

TRUCK & HUNK FOR HIRE 

Clean Reliable Courteous 
Best rates. (415)420-3875. 24/7 

Hauling, etc. 441-1054. Large truck! 
Remove carpet, appliances, sofas... ^ 

Hauling $20/HR. Reliable, on time. 
Call Mike @ 415-577-7180. 


MOVERS 


Pat Ryan 
Moving & 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 

• No extra charge 
evenings & weekends 

• Free use of wardrobe 
boxes 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

• Licensed & Insured 

Cal T *189509. 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 

PUC# 176618 


FREE ESTIMATES 


I PACKING • MOVING • STORAGEl 


415 - 821-4755 

WWW •JACKTRUX* COM 
JACKTRUX@AOL.COM 


BayAreaRepi 


■ORTER 


INSTRUCTION 


Do you really want, 
to enjoy your next 
trip to France? 

• Learn the basics 

• Refresh your French 

• Advanced levels ' 

Individuals/Group Classes 

Call Chantal @ 



TECH SUPPORT 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Prompt 

* Thorough 

* 12 Years Exp 


Rick 415.821.1792 | 



Upside down? 

Get your computer 
back up! Just... 


remam.com 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office g 
throughout the Bay Area. 


415-552-7909 'O' 
www.sf-remain.com 


Computer Help 


In your home- installation- 
troubleshooting-DSL-etc. 

Windows & Mac 
competitive rates-7 days 

Joe (415) 431-6766 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 


HTTP.7/WWW 

PRUDENTIAL WEST 
REALTY 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialwestcounty.com ejb 

Good dish on anyone in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com 



COUNSELING 


Your Life Can Be More Fulfilling 


INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE, AND GROUP THERAPY 

Together, we can work toward: 

• Overcoming troubling emotions 

• Improving your relationships 

• Becoming more authentic 

Justin Hecht, Ph.D., CG P 

(Licensed Psychologist #PSY 16574) 

415.673.0283 L. 

justinhedit@prodigy.net Mi 



(415) 431-3220 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 
Gay Men’s Therapy Groups 

• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression 

• Move beyond Fear & Grief 

• Become More Fully Alive 

Serving the Bay Area Since 1973 


Results-oriented, compassionate 
therapy for individuals and couples 


• resolve painful emotions 

• strengthen relationships 

• manage alcohol, drugs or sex issues |l 

415 . 522.2953 

Milam Freitag, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist PSV14929 

* * Financial District location 


visit my website www.milQm-freitag.com 


Walt Odets, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychoiogist PS Y-12715 

Individual 
psychotherapy 
& couples counseling 
in the East Bay 


510 - 845-4628 


Timothy Belavich, Ph.D. 

Licensed Clinical Psychologist 


* 


Phone: 415.263.1529 
Timothy Belavich, Ph.D. 
PSV17697 


SreaReporter 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here V 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line, Regular 
All subsequent lines 
CAPS 

BOLD 

X-BOLD 

PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

□ American Express 
Minimum $10 charge. 


4.50 
3.00 
double price 
double price 
triple price 


X-BOLDs 

1 


Regular Stops Here V 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
SF, CA 94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 
OR E-MAIL: 

baradv@aol.com 


RON FOX, Ph D., mft 

COUNSELING 8c PSYCHOTHERAPY 
INDIVIDUALS • COUPLES • GROUPS 

• Relationships • Self-esteem 

• Intimacy • Depression 

• Coming out Issues • Sexuality 

• HIV/AIDS concerns • Anxiety 

• Co-dependency • Stress 

• ACA/dysftrctJanal family Issues 

CONVENIENT CASTRO OFFICE 
INSURANCE/SLIDING SCALE 
License #MFC 22194 
www.ronfoxphd.com 

SAN FRANCISCO J (j7 J 4 


THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ASSOCIATION OF THE BAY AREA 


PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888.869.4993 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 

CALIFORNIA'S OLDEST G/L/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over one hundred 
participating licensed psychotherapists. 

wwwgaylesta.org 


Ms 

HYPNOSIS-GET RESULTS 

Ready for a change? Free yourself 
from old patterns! Fast, effective and 
safe. 

NINA GLASER - 
HYPNOTHERAPIST 

Free Consultation - 415-516-2133 





















































































































































































WHIRRRRR 


VOU WON’T GET 
BIGGER JUST LAVING 
THERE/ PUMP/ 


mip 


LOOKIN’ GOOD/ 
THOSE JEANS 
ARE HOT! 


SVPHILIS TEST, 
RIGHT? 


SAN FRANCISCO 
—.CITY CLINIC 


HtTIGtft 


Syphilis is spread by “skln-to-skln” contact, through anal, vaginal AND oral sex. 
Many people don’t notice the symptoms or know they have syphilis. 

The initial sore is painless. The good news Is syphilis is easily cured. 


every a'X "W®* 

GET TESTED" FOR SYPHILIS 

WWW.healthypenis2004.0rg 415.487.5580 

FubDfO ftY THf $*m FRANCISCO DCRMtTMCNT OP PUSUC HWtTk STD PMYfNTICN & CONTROL SftVtCIS Off ION? BfTYt# WORlft AlftlRMiNS {www.twwiiiim^ 


STEVEN LOVES TO PARTY ON NEW YEAR'S 
EVE. EVERY YEAR, HE SETS READY FOR 
THE BIS NISHT WEIL IN ADVANCE. 


HE VISITS THE SALON ... 


HE SOES SHOPPINS ... 


AND. THIS YEAR, HE'S ADDED ONE 
MORE ITEM TO HIS ROUTINE ... 


HE SOES TO THE SYM .. 


TO BE CONTINUED 












































































Salty survivors & sexual obsession 


Y ou might call 2003 a year full of piss and vinegar. The 
country went to war, the state booted its governor, and 
San Francisco had Urinetown and Elaine Stritch on its 
stages. 

As I flipped through the pages of a year of past issues, firing 
up memories, I was stirred all over again by dozens of recalled 
productions. The following collection is only a skitter across the 
surface of what made 2003 memorable for one theatergoer. 


Road work 

Urinetown was a big hit for American Conservatory Theater, 
which came up with some of the dough to launch the national 
tour at the Geary Theater. It was a risk that paid off for the the¬ 
ater and for audiences. 

Elaine Stritch At Liberty, with the salty survivor recreating her 
Broadway hit, was another welcome touring attraction. SF was 
the tryout town for Wicked, and it was fun to be at the front end 
of a new and unusual musical that, despite mixed reviews here 
and in New York, has turned into a Broadway hit. 

The Producers enjoyed a profitable run here, of course not liv- 

page 32 ► 


Ronnie 
Kerr, Josh 
Feinman in 
Cocksucker: 
A Love Story 
at Theatre 
Rhino 


by Richard Dodds 


The best of the year in the arts 

Our critics review classical music, dance, 
theatre, film and pornography in 2003. 

pages 29, 30, 32,33 


Sweet Lips remembers 

Being roommates with 
Bob Ross back in the day. 

page 35 


Hunnam’s a hummer 

From Brit c Queer as Folk ’ 
to part in ‘Cold Mountain / 

page 30 
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Catching the new gay wave 


Football coach Gid (David Morse, left) pushes 
player Roy (Ryan Gosling) to the wall in 
The Slaughter Rule. 


by David Lamble 

T his year’s list of the 10 best queer films of the year 

takes into account the increasing impact of cable TV as 

the source of more queer films. Sadly, lesbian films were I 

not much in evidence this year, at least at the highest levels. f 

Capturing the Friedmans Andrew Jarecki’s first film is perhaps 
the most devastating documentary portrait of an American family’s 
i mplosion si nce Terrv Zwigoff’s -Crumb. Although his cameras may > * 

document a miscarriage of justice rivaling the McMartin pre-school * 
case, his real goal is a Rashomon- like examination of the nature of truth 
in everyday life. 

With present-tense interviews and one of the most extraordinary col¬ 
lection of home movies ever amassed by a middle-class family, Friedmans 
does what great novels have always done: give us characters we care about, put 
them in terrible peril, and, whether we believe them or not, allow their fate to 
pose the big questions about what it was like to be alive in their skin. Queer 
filmgoers will recognize some of this family’s dirty linen: rumors of sex between 
siblings; hints of a kind of male Lolita syndrome; and a cold, controlling moth¬ 
er straight out of a Philip Roth novel. 

Angels in America It’s just over a decade since Tony Kushner s Pulitzer Prize¬ 
winning play debuted in San Francisco and revolutionized gay theatre by totally 

page 30 ► 
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‘I munched Roy’s naughty bits!’ 

Rare white tiger who bit the beef tells all 




by Roberto Friedman 

wo-thousand and three was 
' the kind of year where, even 

if you weren’t pounced upon 
and chewed up into red mince¬ 
meat by a rare white tiger, live on¬ 
stage in Las Vegas in front of a 
horrified audience, it still some¬ 
times felt as if you were. Until 
now, however, the ferocious feline 
sex machine who did the dirty 
deed has never gone public, on 
the record, about that day of hor¬ 
ror. But at last, and for the first 
time ever in the tabloid media, the 
tony Tiger Terror speaks to the 
Bay Area Reporter. 

“I love Roy, he’s been like a fa¬ 
ther to me,” confessed Monta- 
core, a Royal White tiger, from his 
pacing pen at Siegfried & Roy’s 
magisterial estate outside Las 
Vegas, where he has been se¬ 
questered while their show has 
been on hiatus. “He’s been train¬ 
ing me since I was just the tiniest 
cub. I suckled at his nip. 

“I can’t tell you what came 
over me,” said Monty, licking a 
paw clean of lunch. “We were 
going through all the usual tricks, 
just another ball to balance, just 
another hoop to jump through. 
You know, doin’ the of two-a-day. 
Suddenly, Roy presented his 
plump, juicy nape to me — and I 
don’t know, I just reverted to my 
basic animal nature! What can I 
say, it’s a tiger thing!” 

The sleek, powerful beast 
paused to gnaw soulfully on some 
bone marrow. “1 can tell you this, 
I never meant to put him in mar- 


STAR 


SALOD 


132 WEST SHEET IN IIWNTIWN 
(775) 323 2871 SSTAISAL80H 


Royal White tiger Montacore, bottom left, comes clean. 


tal danger. Maybe just maul him a 
little bit, but with love. I’m serious, 
man, I love Vegas, I love perform¬ 
ing, and it makes me just wild to 
think that I’ve put everybody 
through this! 

“Still, tomorrow’s another day, 
right?” His imperial blue eyes 
flashed with optimism and the 
power of positive thinking. “And 
of course, there’s still Siegfried!” 

Words of wisdom gleaned 
from the official Siegfried & Roy 
2004 calendar: “Animals are reli¬ 
able, full of love, true in their af¬ 
fections, predictable in their ac¬ 
tions, grateful and loyal.” Um, 
right. 

Sign language 

Gay acting legend and citizen 
of Middle Earth Sir Ian Me 
Kellen continues to speak out, 


Sir Ian edits the Bible. 


and make the society pages. In the 
NY Times “A Night Out with” col¬ 
umn last week, Sir McKellen de- 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE NEW CONSERVATORY THEATRE CENTER 



directed by Christopher lenkin: 
Fri a Sot at 8:00 PM 
Sun ct 2:00 PM 

Tickets $25 & $28 


CU LLL 

BY CHARLES BUSCH 


liebe Wetzel's tunotique fantastique 

rni* 


CONSTRUCTION 


Tickets $20 

FriSSot cl 8:00 PM 

directed by Tracey Ward 
Mature Content 
No children under 13 
Parental discretion udvised 


SPECIAL 10th ANNIVERSARY SHOW 
Tees Dec 30,8:00 PM, tickets $34 
SPECIAL NEW YEARS EVE SHOW 
Wed Dec 31,8:00 PM, tickets $34 

HELP THE KINSEY SICKS STAMP OUT HOLIDAY CHEER 


Fri at 8:00 PM 
2 shows Sat at 7:30 
& 10:00 PM | 

Tickets $34 | 


QyVey 
A Manger 


featuring New Songs 


Hew Conservatory Theatre Center • Box Office: ( 415 ) 861-8972 


mm 

CENTER 


25 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco • www.nctcsf.org 



scribed an autograph hound’s re¬ 
action to his refusal to grant him a 
scribble. “He growled, ‘You’d sign 
it if it had a penis on it.’ I wasn’t 
clever enough to say, ‘You’re ab¬ 
solutely right!”’ 

McKellen also disclosed a 
meaningful personal ritual he 
performs regularly in hotel 
rooms: ripping the stu¬ 
pid anti-gay passage 
Leviticus 18:22 from 
the Gideon Bible. Hey, 
we really could get be¬ 
hind that kind of direct 
action, and it’s a locale 
we like. 

Good reads 

When Out 
There reads for 
pleasure, we enjoy a writerly voice 
which well handles the comic im¬ 
pulse while not uncognizant of 
the darker tones of life. Why can’t 
we just leave it at the office? 

So our three favorite comic 
novels of the year were: 


with journalists. They were so 
often damaged by their way of 
life, maybe by living so close to 
world anxiety and then having to 
make the anxiety into sense, 
knowing that they had always got 
something wrong, yet never 
knowing until the next day 
what it was they’d got 
wrong.’” If only life had 
a corrections box. 

Good tunes 

Out pop star 

Rufus Wainwright 

demonstrated to the 
adoring crowd at the 
Warfield last Friday 
night, where he 
wrapped up his 
Want One tour, that 
he may have weathered a difficult 
recovery for speed addiction, but 
he hasn’t lost that aesthete style. 
He wore a leather coat and some 
fabulous ’70s striped pants that 
really showed off his butt, which 
he presented for our inspection. 
He called his look “Elvis from the 
waist up, Liberace from the waist 
down.” 


Do Everything in the Dark by 
Gary Indiana (St. Martin’s Press) 
Disconnected cultural elites wan¬ 
der the world and the streets of 
Manhattan in downward spirals 
through addictions and doomed 
love affairs. The narrative ends on 
Sept. 10, 2001. (Released in pa¬ 
perback this year: Indiana’s 2001 
novel Depraved Indifference, a pi¬ 
caresque tale of utterly amoral 
grifters at work in contemporary 
America, in a vision both hilari¬ 
ous and frightening.) 

Lives of the Circus Animals by 
Christopher Bram (William 
Morrow) Interlinked circles of the 
NYC theatre world sent up as ro¬ 
mantic comedy, cast of characters 
including honored gay British 
thespian (Guess Who); NY Times 
critic; once-successful playwright; 
and his ex, a young “hottie” actor 
who kickstarts the action. From 
the author of Father of Franken¬ 
stein, the basis, of Gods & Mon¬ 
sters. 

Lust by Geoff Ryman (St. 
Martin’s Press), in which a re¬ 
search scientist doing heartless ex¬ 
periments on the brains of baby 
chicks apparently becomes a 
guinea pig himself, in a superior 
being’s brain experiment. He has 
the power to call up flesh-and- 
blood incarnations of his desires, 
and thus has a chance to really ex¬ 
plore his sexual psyche. Smart 
fun. 

Bad mix 

Here’s a good way to think of 
things dept.: In his final Los An¬ 
geles dispatch for the UK 
Guardian, correspondent Duncan 
Campbell quotes from the novel 
Grand Days by Frank Moor- 
house. “Of his character Edith 
Campbell Berry, Moorhouse 
wrote: ‘She worried about mixing 


Rufus is a fashion-plate. 


To these ears, his new album is 
a giant step forward, mostly dis¬ 
pensing with the fussy arrange¬ 
ments and clanging chords of his 
first two. “Men reading fashion 
magazines,” Rufus sang, “oh what 
a world we live in! Straight men!” 
Strikes us as a profound reflec¬ 
tion, even if the song owes a lot to 
Gershwin and Bolero (“I had to 
call up the Ravel family!” he 
chirped mid-song.) 

Want One (DreamWorks) was 
seldom off our disc-player this 
fall, joined there by such superior 
pop as Missy Elliott’s This Is Not 
a Test! (Elektra). “Fuck a tummy 
tuck!” shouts out Missy E, right¬ 
eous as ever. “Let me fix my 
weave!” 

But we’re also high-brow: we 
loved the San Francisco Sym¬ 
phony’s live concert recording of 
Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 
3 and Kindertotenlieder, which is 
up for a Grammy Award as Best 
Classical Album (with Music Di¬ 
rector Michael Tilson Thomas). 
It’s the third release in the SFS’ 
ongoing Mahler symphony 
recording cycle for its own label. 
Root for it at the 46th annual 
Grammy Awards, coming up on 
February 8, 2004. 

The two-disc recording fea¬ 
tures Mahler’s Third, with mezzo- 
soprano Michelle DeYoung, the 
women of the San Francisco 
Symphony Chorus, San Fran¬ 
cisco Girls Chorus and Pacific 
Boychoir. The song cycle Kinder¬ 
totenlieder also features DeYoung. 
Released in March, the disc quick- 
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Dinner & Weekend Brunch 4123 24 th St. at Castro 
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Charlie Chaplin as the Tramp, Paulette Goddard as the Gamine in Modern Times, playing the Castro Theatre. 


Modern girl 
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Comedy Diva 

Kathy 
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Host of NBC’s "Average Joe" 

Showtimes 8pm & 10:15pm 
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ALL SHOWS 
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San Francisavs Premier Comedy Cfeii! 

915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD) 
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The film career of Paulette Goddard 


by Tavo Amador 


aulette Goddard (1911-90) 
came within a false eyelash 
of playing Scarlett O’Hara, 
and if she didn’t land the most 
coveted role in Hollywood histo¬ 
ry, she did all right. Her vivacity 
and beauty enlivened many oth¬ 
erwise forgettable movies, and she 
amassed a legendary jewelry col¬ 
lection. One of her best films, 
Modern Times (’36), plays the 
Castro Theatre December 25-31. 

Born Marion Levy in Long Is¬ 
land, she was a Ziegfeld Girl at 14, 
married and divorced a lumber ty¬ 
coon, then arrived in Tinseltown 
with mother and a half-million- 
dollar alimony settlement. As a 
blonde, she had bit parts in Hal 
Roach comedies and a brief stint 
as a Goldwyn Girl, before meeting 
Charlie Chaplin at a party. In 
1932, they secretly wed, and she 
reverted to her naturally dark hair. 
Chaplin cast her in his Modern 
Times, and she was delightful, 
earning great reviews. After testing 
and rejecting her for Gone With 
the Wind, David Selznick signed 
her, then asked her to.be Young at 
Heart and sent her to MGM’s Dra¬ 
matic School (’38). She stayed 
there for Miriam in The Women 
(’39), catty and memorably slug¬ 
ging Rosalind Russell, but Selznick 
sold her contract to Paramount. 

At that studio, she starred with 
Bob Hope in The Cat and the Ca¬ 
nary, faced The Ghost Breakers, 
was an unlikely gypsy-in North 
West Mounted Police, danced 
(briefly) with Fred Astaire in Sec¬ 
ond Chorus, before Chaplin’s The 
Great Dictator (’40). They di¬ 
vorced in ’42 — his son would 
later write glowingly about her. In 
’41, she and lames Stewart found a 
Pot o Gold, and she did well op¬ 
posite Olivia de Havilland and 
Charles Boyer in the excellent 
Hold Back the Dawn, about 
refugees seeking asylum in Amer¬ 
ica. She earned a Best Supporting 
Oscar nomination and joined 
Dorothy Lamour and Veronica 
Lake as the studio’s top World War 
II pin-ups. She told Hope Nothing 
but the Truth (’41), a smash; and 
she showed Ray Milland that The 
Lady Has Plans, a poor comedy. 
For DeMille she would Reap the 
Wild Wind with Milland, John 


Wayne, and Susan Hayward, an 
epic about 19th-century cargo 
ships that made a mint. She and a 
butch Hayward vied for Fred Mac- 
Murray in The Forest Rangers 
(’42), before she sang and danced 
with Lamour and Lake in Star 
Spangled Rhythm. She gazed at the 
dull Crystal Ball, then become a 
combat nurse with Claudette Col¬ 
bert and Lake in So Proudly We 
Hail (’43), a big hit considerably 
enlivened by her vivacity. 

Ups and downs 

She was a gorgeous Kitty, mod¬ 
eling for Gainsborough and rising 
to the top of London society, an¬ 
other success. Jean Renoir had her 
write the Diary of a Chambermaid 
(’46), her best part. Suddenly IPs 
Spring was a bad comedy with 
MacMurray, and for DeMille she 
was Unconquered as a slave girl in 
America saved from harm by Gary 
Cooper. (If only he had done the 
same for the film’s audiences.) She 
was a lively and intelligent Mrs. 
Chevely in Oscar Wilde’s An Ideal 
Husband, but it flopped. She en¬ 
countered a Hazard, and with 
third husband Burgess Merideth 
went On Our Merry Way (’48), be¬ 
fore essaying Lucrezia Borgia bent 
on Vengeance (’49). All were box- 
office duds, but Paramount re¬ 
signed her for seven years and five 
pictures, eventually paying her not 
to make them and allowing her to 
freelance. Her career sank with an 
all-white Anna Lucasta and The 
Torch (’50); hit nadir with Babes in 
Bagdad (’52); didn’t recover oppo¬ 
site Edward G. Robinson in Vice 
Squad, as a Paris Model, or aton¬ 
ing for The Sins of Jezebel (’53); 
and effectively ended with The 
Charge of the Bengal Lancers and 
The Stranger Came Home (’54). 
She divorced Merideth, and in ’58 
married novelist Erich Maria Re¬ 
marque ( AU Quiet on the Western 
Front). In ’64, she and Rod Steiger 
filmed Gli Indifferente, based on a 
Moravia novel, which few saw; 
and for television, she played a 
murdered movie star on The 
Snoop Sisters (’72). In ’71, she 
posed for one of Blackglama 
Mink’s celebrated “What Becomes 
a Legend Most” ads. 

Goddard offered practical ad¬ 
vice to women hoping to collect 
jewelry from suitors; return, with 
an appreciative note, all scarves, 


perfumes, candy, lingerie, even 
furs, sent by an admirer. Return 
the first pieces of jewelry as well 
(they’re seldom worth keeping), 
but do so graciously. Eventually, if 
he’s really interested, he’ll send 
something noteworthy. That she 
should accept, being sure to thank 
him properly. She was a very 
modern girl. T 
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Render unto Caesar what is due Caesar 


Just in time, a new and brilliant 'Giulio Cesare' out on CD 


by Tim Pfaff 


t says something, though one 
hardly knows what, about the 
state of the recording industry 
that this Christmas season offers 
no new recording of Handel’s 
Messiah (an Easter oratorio, but 
never mind). Handel lovers will 
be just as glad to get DG’s brilliant 
new live recording of Giulio Ce¬ 
sare, the composer’s most famous 


opera. Until this set appeared, it 
wasn’t clear that another Cesare 
was any more necessary than yet 
another Messiah. But this is the 
one most committed Handelians 
have been waiting for, if without, 
knowing it. 

The piece, even in these days of 
Handel galore the most per¬ 
formed and recorded of his op¬ 
eras, is unmistakably one of the 
greatest of the lot. Still, its unqual¬ 
ified supremacy can only be be- 
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cause of its title, and the resulting 
familiarity of its characters and 
(even in Nicola Haym’s libretto, 
which plays fast and loose with 
history, Shakespeare and general 
credibility) plot. It’s otherwise one 
of the longest and most demand¬ 
ing of the more than 40 Handel 
operas, calling for extravagant or¬ 
chestral and vocal resources. 

This Vienna performance of a 
traveling concert version dispens¬ 
es with the spectacle but not with 
the drama, and it’s the first to cap¬ 
italize on the prodigal instrumen¬ 
tation without going over the top 
with the musical realization. Con¬ 
ductor Marc Minkowski uses his 
smallish but feisty squad of origi¬ 
nal instrumentalists, Les Musiciens 
du Louvre; and, miked closely, 
they pack their usual punch. The 
set confirms that the two greatest 
Handelians of the day are 
Minkowski for the operas and 
Paul McCreesh for the oratorios. 

The playing is as characterful 
as the singing everywhere, but it’s 
in the small, normally inconspic¬ 
uous passages that it can deliver 
some of its biggest surprises. Until 
this recording, only Handel schol¬ 
ars would have paid much atten¬ 
tion to the short accompanied 
recitative for four characters late 
in Act I, “Sire, con Sesto il figlio 
questo e Cornelia.” This go- 
around, the pungent, contortion¬ 
ist instrumental playing is as com¬ 
manding as the knotty moment in 
the verbal drama. 

But I delay. The real find in this 
Cesare is its Caesar, Marijana Mi- 
janovic, an early-music mezzo 
previously unknown to me. I’m 
blessedly free of opinions about 



whether Caesar should be sung by 
a countertenor or a mezzo. Mi- 
janovic is like the best of both 
worlds. There’s the vocal ease and 
rich evenness of emission only a 
big female voice can provide (now 
that the real castrators are gone), 
combined with a sound so funda¬ 
mentally low it sounds more male 
than female. 

But beyond the distinctive 
sound lies a world of consummate 
musicianship and, better, a keen 
feeling for text and dramatic line. 
There’s spectacular singing 
throughout from her, but, again, 
it’s in one of the less prominent 
ones, “Se in fiorito ameno prato,” 
in which Caesar hymns a song¬ 
bird (evoked in a brilliant violin 
obbligato by Florian Deuter), that 
her singing is at its most startling¬ 
ly imaginative. She nails the low 
last note fearsomely. 

Queen of da Nile 

As startling, Minkowski gives 
the part of Cleopatra, normally 
reserved for coloratura sopranos 
of the hanging-from-their-eye- 
brows school, to Magdalena 
Kozena, who’s thus far been billed 
as a mezzo and something of a 
low-slung one at that. With no ap¬ 


parent transpositions, she throws 
herself into the killer part with 
brio, fire, effortless roulades of 
high notes and, best of all, rich re¬ 
sources of vocal characterization. 
The Caesar-Cleopatra scene at the 
center of Act II is the sizzler it’s 
meant to be, and Cleopatra’s 
stunned, desolate, desperate “Se 
pieta” after Caesar leaves is the 
molten core of the opera it must 
be. The low plumbline of her 
voice gives it gravitas, the 
blanched pianissimos its pathos. 

The rest of the singing is near¬ 
ly at this exulted level. Bejun 
Mehta’s virile countertenor gives 
Tolomeo some depth often left 
unexplored in this devilish char¬ 
acter. Anna Sofie von Otter, who 
has been in one of those late-ca- 
reer trouble spots, rallies to the 
prevailing company standards 
with an ardent, steady Sesto. 
Among the principals, only Char¬ 
lotte Hellekant’s fussy, matronly 
Cornelia is a let-down, tarnishing 
in particular that sublime duet 
with Sesto that closes the first act. 

Still, the real juice of Giulio Ce¬ 
sare is in its powerhouse last act, 
and this already potent perfor¬ 
mance attacks it as though it had 
been lying in wait all along. 
Cleopatra’s “Piangero la sorte 
mia” has the requisite limpidity; 
but also, in its B section, a refin¬ 
er’s fire; and, in the repeat of the 
A, a wondrously free reworking of 
the familiar melody that gives it 
an almost unbearable desolation. 
Caesar’s ensuing accompanied 
recitative and aria match it in 
artistic imagination and depth of 
feeling. Thereafter, it’s nothing 
but astonishments. ▼ 


Recordings for the holidays 

Yuletide tunes out on CDs, part 2 


by Jason Serinus 


Cappella II Saint Thomas 
.f '1 Choir of Boys & Men (Koch) 
Keeper of the Anglican mu¬ 
sical tradition in the United 
States, this exceptional choir con¬ 
sists of 12 professional adult 
singers and 16-20 boys. The boys, 
blessed with beautiful voices, at¬ 
tend Saint Thomas Choir School, 
the only church-related residen¬ 
tial choir school in the United 
States, situated one block from 
Carnegie Hall. 

At times accompanied by the 
wondrous sounds of Saint 
Thomas Church’s organs, the 
choir’s selection of 19th- and 
20th-century hymns proves con¬ 
sistently engaging. This is the 
quality of singing and program 
that every church and communi¬ 
ty choir will wish to emulate. 

Evergreen The Time-Life 
Treasury of Christmas (Time-Life) 
Opening with a tune immortal¬ 
ized by Nat King Cole, Mel 
Torme’s “Chestnuts Roasting on 
an Open Fire,” this collection en¬ 
trusts popular Christmas songs 
and carols to pop and soul per¬ 
formers. Celine Dion may fail to 
brown her chestnuts, but Mariah 
Carey sets them aflame by singing 
the multi-octaved pants off “O 
Holy Night.” You may wish to 
send Mannheim Steamroller 
“Away in the Manger,” but when 
Vanessa Williams and Bobby 
Caldwell sing “Baby, It’s Cold 


Outside,” you’ll welcome them in. 
Kenny Loggins, Luther Vandross, 
Cyndi Lauper, Neil Diamond, 
Gloria Estefan and others make 
this disc irresistible. 

Deck the Halls and Joy to 
the World Valarie Alexandra Val¬ 
ois (Eroica) Her teacher and men¬ 
tor, the legendary pianist 
Michelangeli, called her “an eagle 
among pigeons.” Cellist Mstislav 
Rostropovich proclaimed, “In a 
class by herself.” Though arrange¬ 
ments of holiday favorites are not 
the best way to sample a pianist’s 
artistry, the results are unques¬ 
tionably lovely. Valois’ sweet takes 
on everything from “I Wonder as 
I Wander” to “The Coventry 
Carol” are sensitively and lovingly 
performed. 

Prokofiev: Peter and the 
Wolf; Beintus: Wolf Tracks 

Mikhail Gorbachev, Sophia Loren, 
Bill Clinton, Russian National Or¬ 
chestra, Kent Nagano, cond. (Pen- 
tatone Classics) Though eyebrows 
surely raise upon learning that 
former President Bill Clinton nar¬ 
rates a wolf’s tale, cynicism melts 
upon learning that the disc is an 
act of charity. Clinton, narrator of 
Jean-Pascal Beintus’ newly com¬ 
missioned Wolf Tracks, donates 
his royalties to the International 
AIDS Trust. Loren, narrator of the 
beloved Prokofiev, gives her 
money to Magic of Music, an arts 
therapy program for youth. Gor¬ 
bachev, who provides short intro¬ 
ductions and epilogue, gives his 
share to the Green Cross Interna¬ 


tional environmental organiza¬ 
tion. Loren begins rather dead¬ 
pan, but quickly warms to the task 
as drama and music intensify. 
She’s a delight. Kent Nagano does 
a great job with the orchestration. 

Winter Kolednica Seasonal 
Carols from Slovenia (Naxos) 
Slovenia, a country of 2 million, 
lies in the heart of Europe. With 
singing their primary form of 
musical expression, the Slovenes 
have managed to preserve much 
of their traditional heritage. 
Songs, usually written for three or 
more voices, are in major keys and 
for the most part sung loudly 
without changes of dynamics or 
tempo. This is a rare opportunity 
to hear authentic performances 
recorded as early as 1962. 

Palestrina: Music for Ad¬ 
vent & Christmas The Choir of 
Westminster Cathedral (Hyperion) 
The gorgeous polyphony of Gio¬ 
vanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 
(1525-94) is considered the epit¬ 
ome of high Renaissance Roman 
Catholic music. This assortment 
of Palestrina’s music for advent 
and Christmas is sung by the 
choir of the 100-year-old West¬ 
minster Cathedral. Master of 
Music Martin Baker’s current 
crop of boy sopranos produces a 
slightly cloying sound, but the 
music remains well-served. 

Purcell: Evening Prayer 
Chanticleer (Teldec Classics) The 
Grammy award-winning men’s 
vocal ensemble Chanticleer up- 
next page ► 
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holds its reputation for excellence. 
Under the direction of Joseph Jen¬ 
nings, Chanticleer joins Skip 
Sempe and his Capriccio Strava- 
gante original instrument orches¬ 
tra for anthems and sacred songs 
by Henry Purcell. In his short life, 
Purcell helped forge a musical 
style quintessentially English, 
writing stately, formal composi¬ 
tions distinguished by intriguing 
counterpoint. 

Triodion: Arvo Part, 

Polyphony Stephen Layton, cond. 
(Hyperion) This haunting disc 
contains vocal music written by 
Estonian composer Arvo Part. 


by Stephanie von Buchau 


he best operatic experiences 
I had in 2003 start with San 
Francisco Symphony’s con¬ 
cert version of Wagner’s The Fly¬ 
ing Dutchman. Michael Tilson 
Thomas’ orchestra was gloriously 
over the top, and Mark Delavan 
sang a virile Dutchman any girl 
(and most guys reading this 
paper) would sacrifice everything 
for. I was even able to stomach the 
inexpressive Jane Eaglen, because 
she pounded out the last scene 
with dead-on-pitch high decibels. 

I’m sorry for those people who 
didn’t “get” San Francisco Opera’s 
opening night Mother of Us All, 
but I’m not sure why they were so 
hostile about it. I was abused for 
a month afterward by correspon¬ 
dents who took exception to 
everything from the music to the 
stupidity of performing the work 
on opening night. That much I’ll 
give them; shoving Mother down 


the reluctant throats of the well- 
heeled who pay for the opera sea¬ 
son was either arrogant, suicidal 
or clueless. But I enjoyed the 
piece, the staging, and Luana 
DeVol’s eponymous Susan B. too 
much to care about rich-bitch 
sensibilities. 

Other operatic high points in¬ 
cluded tenor Juan Diego Florez, 
conductor Patrick Summers and 
not much else in La Cenerentola; 
Christopher Ventris’ biceps and 
Donald Runnicles’ conducting in 
Shostakovich’s searing Lady Mac¬ 
beth of Mtsensk; and the adorable 
stuffed kanga lugged around by 
Rosina in Johannes Schaaf’s oth¬ 
erwise off-kilter Barber of Seville 
staging. 

Great vocal recitals were also 
in abundance, from Polish con¬ 
tralto Ewa Podles’ mesmerizing 
work for Four Seasons Concerts 
and Florez’s handsome singing in 
the Cal Performances series, to the 
best recital I’ve heard in ages, 
Karita Mattila’s afternoon appear¬ 


ance at Zellerbach Hall. Wearing 
an unflattering orange dress and 
removing her shoes for gypsy 
songs, the Finnish diva had us in 
the palm of her hand with her 
generous, passionate singing. Sin- 
cerest compliment from a gay 
friend; “For her, I’d go straight.” 

In dance, I was blown away by 
Igor Zelensky as the Golden Slave 
in the Kirov Ballet’s resuscitation 
of Fokine’s Sheherazade at UC, 
while Paul Taylor escaped his re¬ 
cent choreographic doldrums 
with a kinetic new Bach piece, 
Promethean Fire. 

Julia Adam revealed another of 
her magical stage visions in San 
Francisco Ballet’s imaginal disc, 
then segued to Marin Ballet to 
lead a bunch of kids (and a few 
pros) in a thoroughly entertaining 
Midsummer Night's Dream, em¬ 
ploying Mendelssohn’s score. 

Elephant walk 

At San Francisco Ballet, the 
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Voices from Valhalla 


by Jason Serinus 


would be guilty of gross falsifi¬ 
cation were I to pretend that I 

am able to audition more than 
a fraction of the classical releases 
that arrive weekly chez Serinus. I 
therefore focus on the vocal issues 
that have led me closest to the 
gates of heaven these past 12 
months. 

Bellini: Norma Montserrat 
Caballe, Jon Vickers, Theatre An¬ 
tique D’Orange, 1974 (VAIDVD- 
Video) Captured in stunning 
voice, soprano Caballe is in ab¬ 
solute command from her first 
note. Her “Casta Diva” is exquis¬ 
ite. Alternating between forte 
phrases devoid of bluster and 
shimmering pianissimi, she fills 
the aria with nuance, her final 
highs spun out to lengths de¬ 
signed to drive devotees to dis¬ 
traction. 

Josephine Veasey is nearly Ca¬ 
balle’s match as Adalgisa. I per¬ 
sonally think Jon Vickers sounds 
like a cross between a used-car 
salesman and a bully, but those 
who appreciate him will enjoy his 
portrayal of the despicable 
Roman consul. If the pagan 
Norma is a barbarian, then 
George Bush must be the Second 
Coming. Giuseppe Patane pro- 


The eight works’ religious nature 
and spiritual impact reflect the 
depth of Part’s Christian faith. 
Settings of Biblical texts, sermons 
and hymns, some in English, 
transport the listener. The singing 
is superb, the acoustic of London’s 
Temple Church and Christopher 
Bowers-Broadbent’s organ ex¬ 
pertly captured. 

J.S. Bach: Christmas Or- 
atortio Netherlands Bach Society 
(Channel Classics) This perfor¬ 
mance of Bach’s glorious ex¬ 
tended Christmas cantata is a 
labor of love, the chorus exhibit¬ 
ing a slightly naive sound. John 
Eliot Gardiner’s Monteverdi 
Choir and major-name soloists 
offer a sharply delineated per¬ 
formance. ▼ 


Soprano Luana DeVol triumphed as Susan B.Anthony in Mother of Us All. 


vides perfect support. The out¬ 
door setting is thrilling, and the 
mono sound sufficiently doc¬ 
tored to satisfy. Do not miss this! 

Canteloube: Songs of the 
Auvergne Karina Gauvin, sopra¬ 
no; Canadian Chamber Ensemble, 
Raffi Armenian (CBC) Joseph 
Canteloube’s 30 Chants d’Au- 
vergne are among the most in¬ 
stantly likable atmospheric cre¬ 
ations of 20th-century song. Usu¬ 
ally heard with full orchestra, 
they are here supported by a 16- 
musician chamber ensemble that 
fully captures Canteloube’s ro¬ 
mance with Southern France’s 
Auvergne. Soprano Karina Gau¬ 
vin delivers gorgeous renditions 
distinguished by heartfelt singing 
of the deepest intimacy. Though 
certainly less “folky”-sounding 
than the classic 1963 version by 
soprano Netania Devrath, Gau- 
vin’s authenticity arises from her 
core. If one could wear out CDs, 
I’d already be on my second copy. 

Beethoven: Fidelio Karita 
Mattila, Ben Heppner et al. Met¬ 
ropolitan Opera and Chorus, 
James Levine (DG DVD-Video) 
Recorded in 2000, this perfor¬ 
mance stunned PBS audiences 
when broadcast earlier this year. 
Mattila, easily our finest living 
Leonore, is vocally and visually 
stunning. Her gorgeous soprano 


creates a virtual catalogue of 
emotions, her 6-ft. frame surpris¬ 
ingly convincing when suited in 
male attire. Heppner’s Florestan 
sounds like he’s never experi¬ 
enced a vocal crisis, his tone pow¬ 
erful and gleaming. The other 
principals are equally convincing. 
Levine’s conducting remains a 
singer’s dream. 
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Getting to know Charlie Hunnam 

British 'Queer as Folk' actor goes to Oscar contender'Cold Mountain' 


by David Lamble 


rowing up a skinny blonde 
lad on the streets of New¬ 
castle can turn a boy hard. 
Charlie Hunnam likens his boy¬ 
hood in the North England city 
the size of Oakland to coming of 
age in the American South. The 
irony of his playing a major sup¬ 
porting role in the Anthony 
Minghella-directed Civil War 
drama/romance Cold Mountain is 
not lost on the young British 
actor, who aspires to join Cold 
Mountain stars Jude Law and 
Nicole Kidman on Hollywood’s A 
list of bankable actors. Hunnam’s 
Newcastle lies less than 100 miles 
from the Scottish border, where 
boys may don skirts; while it’s 
over 300 miles from London, 
where all the best dreams can 
seem just out of reach. 

At 18, Hunnam’s dream was to 
complete a film studies major and 
maybe get a job behind the cam¬ 
eras. Life took a radical turn for 
the better when he was spotted 
goofing with his mates by a talent 
scout at a local shoe shop. A gig 
on the teen show Byker Grove 
soon snagged him the plum part 
of Nathan Maloney, the 15-year- 
old schoolboy who brazenly stalks 
and is then deflowered by the 30- 
year-old ad executive Stuart on 


the debut episode of the original 
Queer as Folk. 

Four years later, with a track 
record in American TV and three 
major film roles in the can, Hun¬ 
nam vividly recalls the anxiety at¬ 
tendant to having his actor-cherry 
popped on such a landmark show. 

‘T was absolutely terrified,” he 
says. “I had an equal part in car¬ 
rying that show, and had no expe¬ 
rience at all. A lot of directors talk 
about how they can’t watch their 
first films because of all the mis¬ 
takes. I feel the same way about 
[British] Queer as Folk.” 

Hunnam adds that his TV 
baptism under fire was made all 
the more frightening because he 
was aware of the opposition of 
QAFs writer/producer to the cast¬ 
ing of an actor as green as he. 
“They were spending a lot of 
money on this thing. They shot it 
like a movie, and they were terri¬ 
fied at the prospects, but the di¬ 
rector said, ‘No, just trust me. This 
kid has got something.’ And I feel 
like he was right, I’m developing 
into a good actor. But certainly 
then I wasn’t.” 

Mad love 

Hunnam explains that QAFs 
incendiary sex scenes between 
Nathan and Stuart were not near¬ 
ly as much fun for the actors as 
they may be for gay audiences, but 



Hunnam has a pivotal role as an albino killer in the film Cold Mountain. 


they were vital for the believabili- 
ty of Nathan’s character. “He falls 
madly in love with this older man. 
If you saw them go into Stuart’s 
bedroom and then you cut to the 
next morning, I don’t know if 
you’d want to watch Nathan be 
obsessed with him for eight hours 


of film. Whereas if you see that 
night and see that Nathan’s lost 
his virginity to this guy, it really 
allows you to invest in that rela¬ 
tionship.” 

QAF got Charlie Hunnam no¬ 
ticed. Soon came an American 
agent and choice roles on two 


short-lived TV shows, the WB’s 
Young Americans and Fox’s Unde¬ 
clared. The exposure brought se¬ 
rious filmwork, first as the title 
character in a remake of Dickens’ 
Nicholas Nickleby, then in a hot 
role as Katie Holmes’ boyfriend in 
the 2002 noir Abandon. But the 
breakthrough part, the role that 
has him proclaimed by Contents 
magazine “the new face of Holly¬ 
wood Babylon’s youth,” is his piv¬ 
otal, flashy turn as an albino killer 
in Cold Mountain, based on 
Charles Frazier’s National Book 
Award-winning novel. 

Hunnam’s character barely ex¬ 
ists in the book. When he does 
pop up, it’s part of a ruthless gang 
of bounty-hunters known as the 
Home Guard, whose job, as was 
dragged to a bloody close, was to 
track down and kill men such as 
the Confederate Army deserter 
played by Law. Hunnam says his 
biggest job was to convince direc¬ 
tor Minghella to trust him with 
the role, and to expand its scope 
once he proved his ability to per¬ 
form a series of difficult physical 
stunts, such as backflips off a 
horse while firing a gun. 

He’s excited by a new project 
he’s on, the depiction of British 
soccer hooligans in a film by a 
young German director that he 
calls a cross between Romper 
Stomper and Fight Club. ▼ 
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transcending the category. Kush- 
ner says a spark for Angels came 
from his sympathy for the plight 
of Roy Cohn, the former aide to 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy. Cohn was 
a ruthless right-wing power-bro¬ 
ker and a man who died from 
AIDS in 1986 without coming out 
of the closet. The Jewish but pas¬ 
sionately agnostic Kushner has 
fashioned his own holy Trinity by 
crossing Cohn’s plight with the 
fate of a gay man who walks out 
on his sick lover, and a closeted 
Mormon man who cheats on his 
Valium-addicted young wife. 

Directed and vividly reimag¬ 
ined for film by Mike Nichols 
(HBO), with A1 Pacino reaching 
new heights as the dying Roy 
Cohn, Angels is a surreal medita¬ 
tion on the corrosive effects of be- 
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Charles Busch mounts a tribute to Hollywood weepies in Die Mommie Die. 


trayal on human relationships, 
and a spiritual tale for an age 
where all bets are coming due. 

Die Mommie Die Charles 
Busch is Angela Adams, a washed- 
up singer who hates her movie- 
mogul husband, her screwed-up 
children and all her old records. 
Angela has a secret too hilarious 
to spoil,'but the setup is funny 
enough. The main angle is a 
black-comedy version of the mur¬ 
der of Agamemnon by 
Clytemnestra. Angela is doing in 
hubby Sol Sussman with a poi¬ 
soned suppository (Philip Baker 
Hall wickedly plays Sol as a Stan¬ 
ley Kramer parody). Busch real¬ 
izes his career-long ambition to 
mount a tribute to the multi¬ 
hanky weepies whose tortured 
heroines fueled his teenage imag¬ 
ination. DMD continues a recent 
trend towards more sophisticated 
and muscular forms of drag. 

Yossi & Jagger On a barren 
outpost on Israel’s contested bor¬ 
der with Lebanon, two Israeli sol¬ 
diers have a roll in the snow. Yossi 
and Jagger’s post-coital chat 
breaks the rules by posing a future 
for their relationship, a future 
without rank or the structure of 
guard duty. 


Eytan Fox, the American-born, 
Israeli-raised writer/director, has 
made a kind of sequel to his short 
film, Time Off, in which an Israeli 
Army officer is seen having a 
furtive sexual liaison with a young 
private. Fox shows what the Israeli 
Army’s tolerance for gay soldiers 
means in practice. 

The Mudge Boy Michael 
Burke’s debut feature is a low-key 
coming-of-age drama that sneaks 
up on us with triple-barreled 
themes: an exploration of grief; an 
exquisitely nuanced father/son re¬ 
lationship; and one of the best de¬ 
pictions I’ve ever seen of the slip¬ 
pery line that many teen friend¬ 
ships teeter along. 

Emile Hirsch is Duncan 
Mudge, a socially naive bordering 
on autistic farmboy who is reeling 
from the sudden death of his 
mother. Pristine rural Vermont 
becomes so vivid that by the time 
Perry (Thomas Guiry) pushes 
Duncan off a railroad trestle, you 
almost feel how cold the water is. 
The boys’ pleasure is offset by the 
scary moment when Duncan im¬ 
pulsively touches Perry’s body, 
hard-muscled from farmwork. Ei¬ 
ther Duncan or Perry may or may 
page 32 ► 
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Betting the farm: ‘House of Sand & Fog’ 


Strong performances from Connelly, Kingsley anchor downbeat film 


by Robert Julian 


i he consequences of a real 
estate transaction are rarely 
as devastating as those that 
descend upon the two potential 
owners of a Northern California 
home in House of Sand and Fog. 
Kathy Nicolo (Jennifer Connelly) 
is a depressed, recovering addict 
with a pile of mail so tall she can 
hardly open her front door. 
Somewhere in that stack of en¬ 
velopes is a notice that her house 
is being sold by the county for 
non-payment of business taxes 
— taxes she does not owe. Kathy 
is evicted, and the house is pur¬ 
chased at auction by a struggling 
Iranian immigrant, Massoud 
Behrani (Ben Kingsley), as a 
home for him, his wife, and his 
teenage son. 

When the Behrani family 
moves in, Kathy shows up on 
their doorstep (against the advice 
of her attorney, portrayed by 
Francis Fisher) to demand they 


Sheriff Lester Burdon (Ron Eldard) threatens Massoud Behrani (Ben Kingsley) in House of Sand and Fog. 


deed the property back to the 
county for the price Behrani paid. 
The county will then deed it back 
to Kathy because the sale resulted 
from a bureaucratic blunder. But 
Massoud Behrani needs his po¬ 


tential profit to secure the future 
of his family. Kathy soon finds an 
unexpected white knight in the 
form of Deputy Sheriff Lester 
Burdon (Ron Eldard). Sheriff 
Burdon first evicts Kathy, then 


Dutch master’s piece 

Revealing 4 Girl with a Pearl Earring' 


by David Lamble 


new film that arrives as a 

$ beautiful day-after-Christ- 
mas present pulls back the 
curtain on the usually cloistered 
relationship between a painter 
and his human subject. Girl with a 
Pearl Earring is one of the best be¬ 
hind-the-scenes looks at the art 
world since Martin Scorsese’s Life 
Lessons or Derek Jarman’s Car¬ 
avaggio. 

He was 28 and starting to make 
the big bucks, with a pushy patron 
and a busy household run by 
women. About 40 of Johannes Ver¬ 
meer’s paintings still exist. Steven 
Spielberg would be pretty happy if 
the same could be said of his oeu¬ 
vre four centuries from now. 

“Girl with a Pearl Earring” is 
one of the most erotically charged 
of all Vermeer’s compositions, 
and Peter Webber’s startling new 
film puts us in the room where 
the painter (Colin Firth) takes 
subtle liberties with his model. 
Griel (Scarlett Johansson), a 
teenage girl forced to work by a 
family tragedy, with instincts both 
pious and sensual, would like to 
apprentice with the painter with¬ 
out having the situation stain her 
reputation or annoy her mistress 


(Vermeer’s wife), the owner of 
what would become one of the art 
world’s most famous earrings. 

Director Webber gets an in¬ 
tense if beautifully restrained per¬ 
formance from Johansson, who, at 
the tender age of 18, is one of the 
most remarkable young women to 
hit the screen since Meryl Streep 
left Yale. Firth, a British character 
actor who normally buries himself 
in his roles, here slyly understates 
the slippery nature of Vermeer’s 
private passions. Is he the artist as 
adulterer, or merely a pussy- 
whipped patriarch? 

Webber has as many layers in 
his perfectly-lensed drama (cine¬ 
matographer Eduardo Serra 
shoots every frame like a Dutch 
master) as Vermeer produced on 
his canvas. Tom Wilkinson puts 
just the right amount of lechery 
into his bawdy portrait of the pa¬ 
tron. (Were wealthy art patrons 
the studio moguls of their day?) 
In the end, we wonder if Girl 
w/Pearl is an erotically charged ar¬ 
gument on the intercourse be¬ 
tween art, commerce and the 
human soul; or merely a sumptu¬ 
ously discreet exercise in high- 
minded pornography. 

As young Griel frets over her 
role in Vermeer’s humiliation of 
his wife, an old dowager whispers 


to her, “Don’t be upset. They’re 
just pictures made for money. 
They mean nothing.” T 


leaves his wife to move in with 
her and help her get back the 
house. But you know what Shake¬ 
speare said about “the best-laid 
plans.” 

Director Vadim Perelman 
adapts Andre Dubus Ill’s best¬ 
selling novel with the help of co¬ 
screenwriter Shawn Otto, and the 
film unfolds at a leisurely pace. 
The moody coastal fog looms 
over landscape and events, cast¬ 
ing a literal and figurative pall 
over the lives of the protagonists, 
and foreshadowing a cataclysmic 
denouement. Step by step, these 
desperate characters make one 
bad decision after another until 
everything begins to spiral out of 


control. In the end, only Kathy 
will survive with her life and lib¬ 
erty intact, but she will be haunt¬ 
ed forever by her memories. 

House of Sand and Fog will 
make you squirm uncomfortably 
in your seat until its final mo¬ 
ments. Fortunately for everyone, 
the circuitous path this story takes 
cannot be predicted by anyone 
who has not read the novel. Perel¬ 
man elicits fine performances 
from the entire cast, getting Jen¬ 
nifer Connelly to seem ordinary 
and sufficiently messed up to fall 
for a loser like Sheriff Burdon. But 
it is Ben Kingsley who dominates 
the proceedings, with a finely 
wrought portrayal of a man who 
thinks he has lost everything, but 
discovers he still has more to lose. 
This performance is so riveting it 
will not go unnoticed in this an¬ 
nual award season. 

Realtors may have some trou¬ 
ble with the story’s set-up, be¬ 
cause the actual situation pro¬ 
posed has specific and universal¬ 
ly recognized remedies that a bro¬ 
ker or real estate attorney would 
easily spot. The path of this plot 
may hinder a willing suspension 
of disbelief, but the ensemble of 
powerhouse performances could 
bring a skeptic back into the fold. 
House of Sand and Fog is a down- 
beat film, but a curiously distin¬ 
guished one that deserves to find 
an audience. ▼ 


Opens December 26. 


Scarlett Johansson and Colin Firth in Girl with a Pearl Earring 
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Free HIV/STD testing 


1st Thur, 8:30-10:30pm 
2nd Thur, 8-10pm 
3rd Fri, 10pm-12:30am 


o^kL 


All confidential; Private area 

933 Harrison @ 5th ^ 


in cooperation with AHP & City Clinic. 




(415) 777-HEAD; www.blowbuddies.com 



"Jim Provenzano's 
brilliant new novel 
perfectly captures 
the Reagan Age 
as it examines 
the lives of gay 
eater-waiters working 
the Metropolitan 
Museum's swank 
parties, while 
getting politicized 
by ACT-UP" 

— author David 
Ehrenstein 


"Part sneering and part servile, a nervy imbalance 
gives this novel a subversive, comic clout." 

— Richard LaBonte , BookMarks 


"A thoroughly entertaining and well written story 
filled with well defined characters, clever plot twists 
and subtle humor ... with a wit that equals Maupin at 
his best." — The Independent Gay Writer 


www.myrmidude.com 



MONDAY: Get more bang for your buck, bring this ad for 


FREE entry before midnight 


•TUESDAY: Get in FREE before midnight 
with valid student ID. 


r .p:- ’Membership required. Offer ends 4/1 /04 

333 Linden: SF's newest sex club for gay and bi men 

6pm-6am M-F 333linden.com 

12noon-6am Sun/Sat 415.863.1610 


Bay Area stage 
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ing up to its fame but still provid¬ 
ing a very good time. Suzan-Lori 
Parks’ darkly captivating Top- 
dog/Underdog wasn't really a tour¬ 
ing show, but played here as part 
of the Best of Broadway season, 
thanks to Carole Shorenstein 
Hays’ connections. 

Solo turns 

When they click, solos shows 
have a special power over an au¬ 
dience. One of the best of the past 
year was Sarah Jones’ Surface 
Transit at Berkeley Rep, in which 
the writer-actress put her stamp 
on the Tomlin-Goldberg school of 
uncanny characterizations. 

Veteran local actor Luis 
Oropeza scored a theatrical coup 
at Actors Theatre with Blood Poet 
Lorca, his detailed and 
passionate look at Span- mmem 
ish poet Federico Garcia 
Lorca’s final hours be- ^ 

fore his political mur- M 

der. B y 

Josh Kornbluth took m 
an unlikely theatrical Mydwy 
subject, income tax, and 
turned it into the 
hilarious and oddly ^^^BBH 
poignant Love and 
Taxes at the Magic 
Theatre. Kornbluth is now in New 
York with his SF hit. 

David Henry Sterry recalled 
his days as a professional boytoy 
for kinky, love-starved women in 
Chicken: A 1-Ho Show at the 
Marsh. It was funny and some¬ 
times unsettling, especially when 
recalling a specifically horrible gay 
experience. 

What’s new 

Claire Chafee’s Darwin’s 
Finches, given a classy world pre¬ 
miere by Encore Theatre at Thick 
House, is a prickly, insightful look 
at a family of extremes trying to 
pull back together in some fash¬ 
ion. 

Adam Bock returned to SF 
with his play Thursday (also via 
Encore), and it was a rewardingly 
quirky look at the minutiae that 
can grow into life’s stupider stum- 



Jaeson Post was devilishly funny. 


bling blocks. 

Jaeson Post’s Worse than 
Chocolate was an un-PC comedy 
at Theatre Rhino that was devil¬ 
ishly funny as it ex- 
plored love in LGBT 
^B fashion among the 
^B word-processing slaves 
at a law firm. 

^^^B Theatre Rhino was 
B also home to Ronnie 
Larsen’s Cocksucker: A 
M Love Story, a comedy 
that went deeper 
into the explo- 
ration of sexual 
obsession than its 
title might indicate. John Fisher’s 
Amnesia, at Rhino, was a wild 
comedy-drama about a soldier 
who forgets he is gay after a blow 
to the head during WWII. 

New Conservatory Theatre 
Center found success with the 
world premiere of Mysterious 
Skin, Prince Gomolvilas’ sharp 
adaptation of the Scott Heim 
novel about sexual abuse. 

Musical interlude 

TheatreWorks staged a first- 
class production of Bat Boy - The 
Musical in Palo Alto, but the deal 
to transfer the recent off-Broad- 
way hit to San Francisco fell apart 
after tickets had gone on sale. 
TheatreWorks did find a way to 
bring the expensive A Little Night 
Music to downtown SF, but it 
failed to thrive. 

It was tons of fun at Howard 


Crabtree’s When Pigs Fly at New 
Conservatory, which offered the 
local premiere of the zany and 
warm-hearted musical by the late 
master of the outrageous cos¬ 
tume. 

American Musical Theatre of 
San Jose, often happy with famil¬ 
iar titles, took a chance with the 
seldom-revived On the 20th Cen¬ 
tury, and gave musical-theater 
buffs a happy ride in the Rhino 
Studio. 

Potpourri 

Categories are elusive for the 
following deserving attractions. 
Such as Joan Holden’s stage ver¬ 
sion of Nickel and Dimed, at The¬ 
atreWorks and then Brava, that 
showed how advocacy theater can 
still be dramatically rewarding. 

Marin Theatre Company gave 
hearty life to the very early Ten¬ 
nessee Williams play The Fugitive 
Kind, while UStickEm Produc¬ 
tions made its all-female produc¬ 
tion of A Streetcar Named Desire 
somehow run down the right 
track. 

Crowded Fire and director Re¬ 
becca Novick turned Erik Ehn’s 
opaque play ’ Maid into an under¬ 
water experience for audiences at 
the Exit. 

San Jose Rep created winter on 
its stage with director Timothy 
Near’s full-bodied production of 
Charles Mee’s Wintertime, an op¬ 
eratic comedy about the mine¬ 
fields of love for its straight, les¬ 
bian and gay characters. 

The Shotgun Players took over 
a Berkeley park and turned it into 
the battlefields of Mother Courage. 
Trish Mulholland was terrific as 
Brecht’s title character in Patrick 
Dooley’s politically invigorating 
production. 

Finally, in the hard-to-classify 
department, there was Spanked at 
New Conservatory. Real-life 
lovers Aaron Hartzler and Ian 
MacKinnon took audiences into 
complicated psychological terri¬ 
tories involving daddies, punish¬ 
ment, and fetishes — while turn¬ 
ing cheeks red. T 


Richard Dodds can be reached 
at BARstage@aol.com. 
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not turn out to be gay. 

Shattered Glass Chafing 
under a regime that almost ejacu¬ 
lated to articles on ethanol subsi¬ 
dies, by the late ’90s, the staff at 
The New Republic found a new 
guru in the person of a bespecta¬ 
cled young man. Stephen Glass 
(Hayden Christensen) churned 
out the kind of pop articles 
Rolling Stone puts between 
celebrity pinups and CD reviews. 
When they proved to be mostly 
fiction, the magazine found its 
survival very much at risk. 

Gay filmgoers may see in 
Christensen’s Glass the mixed- 
message vibes of a boyfriend from 
Hell. Billy Ray’s direction kicks 
into high gear in a battle of wills 
between Glass and his editor, 
Chuck Lane (Peter Sarsgaard). 
Both leads ratchet up the emo¬ 
tional stakes until one almost 
yearns for a catharsis of manly vi¬ 
olence that never comes. 

Freshmen Diaries The first 
reality show that takes reality into 
account chronicles 12 students at 
the University of Texas’ Austin 
campus (Showtime). Scenes cap¬ 
tured by the students with cam¬ 
corders, and by a crew, include a 
dorm party where Neil, a shy 
Midwesterner, is French-kissed by 
Luis, a sassy Mexican-American. 

An aspiring painter and prac¬ 
ticing ladies man, Kyle also comes 


on to a young man, in a riff on the 
“Boy, was I drunk last night” syn¬ 
drome. Kyle: “Why can’t a gay guy 
think I’m cute?” Cole: “Maybe you 
should ask one who’s not your 
roommate.” 

Suddenly Drab-looking shop¬ 
girl Marcia (Tatiana Saphir) is ab¬ 
ducted by knife-wielding terror¬ 
ists Mao (Carla Crespo) and 
Lenin (Veronica Hassan), and 
taken on a taxi ride to oblivion. 
Like her namesake, Mao is a bit of 
a sex pig, first seducing and then 
abandoning Marcia. Director 
Diego Lerman uses the backdrop 
of Argentina’s ongoing love affair 
with Fascism as a backdrop. 

The Slaughter Rule A debut 
film from brothers Andrew & Alex 
Smith that describes a very mean 
season in Montana’s Big Sky 
country. Roy (a brave perfor¬ 
mance by Ryan Gosling) pushes 
his football coach, Gid (David 
Morse), to reveal a terrible secret 
about his life with another boy. 
The harsh Montana landscape, 
expressively photographed by Eric 
Edwards and scored with honky- 
tonk country music, becomes the 
ideal setting for a sensitive-man 
film, sponsored by Sundance 
daddy Robert Redford. 

Elephant & Zero Day Gus 
Van Sant returns to making low- 
budget, passionate movies. Ele¬ 
phant is a twisted buddy film in 
which two 17-year-old boys ex¬ 
change a kiss in the shower and 
then head for school to launch a 
Columbine-style attack on their 



Gus Van Sant's Elephant: twisted. 


classmates. Van Sant challenges 
audiences to decide for themselves 
what has been learned from this 
most American of calamities. 

The fourth of the Columbine 
films, Zero Day, is an astutely ob¬ 
served minor classic in the neo¬ 
realist school. It may seem far¬ 
fetched that Cal and Andre feel 
their school is occupied by forces 
hostile to them, but they do so 
feel. The film is flooded with 
memories of childhood’s end, like 
Andre’s talk of who did and didn’t 
get invited to the prom, with his 
lone nod to Cal’s beauty: “It must 
be your pretty-boy, blonde good 
looks.” ▼ 
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Baby loves porn 

Best of the gay adult industry 2003 



by John F. Karr 


hen I first went to work 
for Bob Ross, he called 
me Baby. And sometimes 
Baby Doll or Sweetie. This despite 
the fact that I was already a 30- 
something. 

Just several weeks ago, some 25 
years later, when I saw Bob for 
what was to be my last time, and 
he asked how I was, I said, “Swell.” 
And he said, “That’s good, baby.” 
Despite the fact that I’m now 
halfway through my 50s. 

That was Bob. Anybody 
younger than himself was Baby. 
We used to laugh about that 
around the office. What we didn’t 
laugh about was working for a 
publisher whose paper never fold¬ 
ed, whose paychecks never 
bounced, who hired people he 
thought could do the job and then 
let them do it, and who, in his 
sometimes blustery but mostly 
benevolent way, ran the best 
damn gay paper in the country. 

In our idle moments, Bob and 
I talked opera and ballet. And 
porn. He was well-informed on all 
three. When I arrived at the paper, 
I announced I was a theatre 
writer. “We’ve already got one of 
those, but would you like to write 
about porn?” Would I? Bob had 
only recently relinquished 
managing editor duties to 
Paul Lorch, and after some 
time, Paul asked me to 
head up the inaugura¬ 
tion of the paper’s new 
arts section, as the 
paper went weekly. 

Those were still the days 
when sex¬ 
ual activi¬ 
ty, and lots 
of it, was a 
political statement. The back of 
the paper positively stood up with 
the photos of erect men I ran to 
illustrate my reviews. 

Things are calmer now. But 
Bob’s paper has always stood up 
for the idea that the printed word 
legitimizes as well as celebrates 
our sexuality. That might not have 
helped Bob’s political aspirations. 
But it was a balm for us, Bob’s ba¬ 
bies one and all. 

Karrnal kudos 

From the deluge of porn avail¬ 
able, I pick the Best of the Year from 
a limited field: only those movies I 
wrote about. But before that list, 
here are some scattered kudos. 

Cheers to Chip Daniels, for 
using a nearly invisible brand of 
condoms. 

Boos to Ken Ryker, for Ryker’s 
Web, the Worst Film of the Year. 

Best Resurrection: Hot House 
Studio, back in full swing with its 
back catalogue reissued on DVD, 
and a new feature, appropriately 
titled Resurrection, that heatedly 
builds on its past (review coming 
soon!). 

Best Long Blond Tresses: An¬ 


thony Shaw, emerging from the 
sea as a most glamorous merman 
in A Man’s Tail. 

Best Butch Blond: Trey Rexx, 
profligately squandering his 
beauty for a number of 
lesser companies. 
When will he allow 
full justice to be 
, done, and get be¬ 
hind the artful cam¬ 
eras of Titan or Rag¬ 
ing Stallion? 

Best 
Reissue: 
TLA 
Video’s 

Wakefield Poole Collection. An 
archeological expedition to the 
roots of gay porn, superbly re¬ 
mastered and generous with doc¬ 
umenting featurettes. 

Archeological Search Com¬ 
pleted: I finally turned up a copy 
of the beautifully-filmed piss 
scene that was deleted when El 
Paso Wrecking Co. went to video. 
Now if only VCA would withdraw 
their shoddy current edition of 
the Gage Brothers’ trilogy, and 
issue one with remastered sound 
and picture. Plus that scene. 

Since all good things come in 
threes, here’s the trio of triplets 
that make up my Best of the Best. 
My favorite three films were 
MSR’s The List (featuring Mr. 
Rexx, Alex LeMonde, and the best 
scene of Jordan West’s limited ca¬ 
reer); All World’s reverential, ro¬ 
mantic and raunchy Sand Gods; 
and Unzipped Video’s passionate¬ 
ly energetic [2] The Movie. You’ll 
notice a trend here: hardly any 
plot, excellent music, and sexual 
events that unfold naturally. The 
performers click together, and you 
get the feeling the director isn’t 
barking orders just off camera. 


Neatest Triple Play: Raging 
Stallion Studio shows its skillful 
range with the nearly simultane¬ 
ous release of an unusually so¬ 
phisticated fisting movie, Ass 
Masters; a splendid feature of lush 
lust, Gay Dreams; and the year’s 
best jack-off solo anthology, All 
Stars #1 (although I’m also fond 
of All World’s Me, Myself and T). 



Finally, The Best of the Year: In 
a row, Titan Studios releases the 
artfully crafted, unflaggingly heat¬ 
ed R.E.M., Exhibition, and Carny. 
In the first two, directors Brian 
Mills and Harold Creg pair their 
performers well, get out of the 
way of spontaneous sex, and 
somehow encourage emotion to 
smolder amidst the nastiness. And 
though I somehow haven’t yet re¬ 
viewed their continually carnivo¬ 
rous Carny, here’s what a friend 
said: “It’s three hours of mayhem.” 
The limited edition Director’s 
Edit DVD is the all-around Best 
Package of the Year: the movie, 
sensational bonus features, and a 
handsome, provocatively illustrat¬ 
ed slipcover. ▼ 



Classical best 
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clear winners were Christopher 
Wheeldon’s sexy Polyphonia and 
Alexei Ratmansky’s hilarious Le 
Carnaval des Animaux (with 
Lorena Feijoo as the side-splitting 
Elephant). Andrew Mogrelia, the 
newly-appointed SFB music di¬ 
rector, produced a stunning Nut¬ 
cracker reading, giving me hope 
that the loss of Denis de Coteau 


will soon be just a sad memory 
and not the musical catastrophe it 
was beginning to look like. 

Though technically not in my 
bailiwick (even though I still be¬ 
lieve it is an opera) I loved The¬ 
ater Works’ A Little Night Music, 
especially diva Charlotte Corn- 
well, who seemed to be channel¬ 
ing one of my favorite actresses, 
the late Coral Browne. The entire 
show reminded me once again of 
what an underappreciated genius 
Sondheim is. 


Finally, among many memo¬ 
rable performances by San Fran¬ 
cisco Symphony (including Chen 
Yi’s sensational Percussion Con¬ 
certo and Kaija Saariaho’s “Du 
cristal”), I have to cite Pulitzer 
Prize-winner John Adams’ “My 
Father Knew Charles Ives.” Adams 
is the only smart, intellectual 
composer in the world today who 
isn’t fearful of tarnishing his rep¬ 
utation by trying to communicate 
with his audience. And his stuff 
just sounds so damn good. ▼ 



iVtuaiMMa 

www.nolilillltlieatre.coni 


Nob Hill Newcomer, 
FRIDAY, DEC. 26 

DEBUT PERFORMANCE!! I 


Showtlmes: 415.781.9468 

GREAT TIMES LIVE SHOWS HOT MEN 


75 CHANNELS! 
W/QL0RY HOLES! 

16 Live 
Sex Cams 

on the wed!! 


729 Bush SL@ Powell 

$5 ALL NIGHT PARKING BUSH i STOCKTON 
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fluto €rotico 

of vintage porn 
& fine dildos 
40770 18th Street 
415-861-5787 
open every day 


we buy 



photos, videos, dvd's & magazines 

call 

Steve 

41 5-621-1188 

days, or 


Patrick 

415 - 810-2325 

evenings & weekends 



WHERE 2GUYS 

CHAT LIVE WITH LOCAL MEN 

San Francisco 

(415)430.1199 

Oakland 

(510)343.1122 
Palo Alto 
(650)223.0505 
Concord 
(925)695.1100 
San Jose 
(408)514.1111 
Vallejo 
(707)656.1111 


The 

Dating Service 

Live Video Chat • Totally Private 
Advanced Searching « Easy To Use 
|iL Create, Send, & View Videos 
ypjr No Ads Or Pop-Ups Ever! 


Optimized For Cable I DSL Prepress,,.* W«o U.C • Friendly Customer Cere 24i7 ( i< 



1285 Folsom @ 9th 
www.mackfolsomprison.com 
All Regular Rules Apply 
$15 with membership 


SAN FRANCISCO'S 
HOTTEST CLUB FOR MEN 
>FEATURING< 


8 hour limit* No coupons 

Check out our website or call the 
party line for our themes & specials 



Tammie Nelson, left, was chosen IMs.L and John Pendal was chosen IML during 2003 and both have done a 
great job representing the title and the leather communities of the world. 


Starting all over again 

Time to ring in the New Year 


by Mister Marcus 

T he year 2003 comes to a 
close within seven days 
from today, and it has been 
another one to remember. Thou¬ 
sands and thousands of dollars 
were raised by leather people 
around the world, and countless 
man/woman hours were volun¬ 
teered to make it all happen. 

Contests took place around 
the world beginning in with 
Alvin York winning the MAL 
title in Washington, D.C. * 
last January, and contin¬ 
uing to Indianapolis 
where Jim Nelson won 
the Mid-States Leather 
title only last month 
(formerly Tri-States 
Leather). 

In between all that, 
there were bar, city, 
state and regional ti¬ 
tles awarded to contestants whom 
judges perceived as worthy of the 
honor. The competitions came to 
climaxes that saw John Pendal 
(Mr. Hoist of London) becoming 
International Mr. Leather, as Tam¬ 
mie Nelson was named Interna¬ 
tional MS. Leather. Mike Russell 
was chosen to be International 
Leather Sir and Boy Titus, Inter¬ 
national Leather Boy. Richie 
Chameroy was named Interna¬ 
tional Boot Black, and the female 
Boot Black’s name escapes me at 
this deadline. Sheryl Dee, Bill 
Mitchell and Jeff Nowak were 
chosen American Leather 
Woman, Man and Boy, respec¬ 



tively, in a California sweep of the 
titles, and Goddess Lakshimi was 
chosen Ms. World Leather. 

Both the Folsom Street East in 
New York and the original Folsom 
Street Fair in San Francisco raised 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
and Folsom Street North in Cana¬ 
da seems to be on its way to be¬ 
coming a major item on the cal¬ 
endar. 

Santa’s Saturday in New Hope, 
Pennsylvania, continues to be a 
big thing, and in San Francisco, 
Mama’s family is rapidly accu¬ 
mulating some 2003 toys for 
kids in the Bay Area. The 
raising of the Leather 
Pride Flag in Harvey 
Milk Plaza in San Fran¬ 
cisco kicking off Leather 
Pride Week with the 
Leather Walk was a 
maddening rush that 
raised hundreds of 
thousands during that 

week. 

Gay politicians were elected in 
cities and states all over the coun¬ 
try, and gay marriages, still lag¬ 
ging in most of the country, got a 
boost with Canada and Massa¬ 
chusetts lawmakers sanctioning 
the closest thing to a bona fide 
marriage. 

We’re not there yet, and the 
Federal Government’s official 
stance is against us as verified by 
recent polls conducted even last 
week showing that the U.S. popu¬ 
lation is not yet ready to impart 
their blessings. 

Lots of people were honored at 
the Pantheon of Leather in 2003, 


all deserving I am sure. The future 
of the Mr. Cell Block Leather title 
(held that same weekend in the 
past) looks dubious in view of the 
change of ownership at that bar 
and the disgruntled leather people 
pulling out their colors and very 
unhappy with new policies there. 

And speaking of contests, San 
Francisco held two city contests, 
one in March to name Troy An- 
icete Mr. SF Leather 2003, and 
again in September when Julian 
Marshburn prevailed and goes on 
to compete at IML 2004. 

We were saddened over and 
over as we lost loved ones from 
our leather tribe to various ail¬ 
ments, and those closest to our 
departed brothers and sisters were 
quick to point out that they all 
fought bravely and courageously 
with lots of blood family and 
leather family support. 

Support from all 

Our major titleholders and all 
the rest have been quick to lend 
their support to events staged 
everywhere. IML John Pendal 
took a sabbatical from his job and 
turns up all over Europe, Canada 
and the U.S., and he is well re¬ 
ceived. He is a great master of cer¬ 
emonies with a great sense of 
humor and is not averse to chat¬ 
ting with all who approach him. It 
was a great scene in San Francisco 
when he and Goddess Lakshimi 
commandeered the 12th Street 
Stage at the Folsom Street Fair 
and introduced all the current 
leather title holders who were on 
page 35 ► 


EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Saturday, December 27 

The 15 Association's final play party of the year 
tonight at the usual location. $15 admission. For 
info: 415-673-0452. 

Sunday, December 28 

Super Trash Night at the Powerhouse with a wet 
jockstrap contest and a $100 cash prize for the 
winner. 

January 

The bare chest calendar contests resume this month 
on dates to be announced for the 2005 calendar. 
Don't be a wallflower. Flaunt it! 

Saturday, January 10 

Mr. San Francisco Leather Sir Tom Braddock cele¬ 
brates his 40th birthday with a party at the Sling! 
Details to be announced. 

In Los Angeles at the Gauntlet II, the first of 
some nine contests takes place with Mr. Gauntlet II 


Leather tonight. 

Sacramento Valley Leathermen install their new 
officers at The Bolt, followed by a bar crawl, back 
to the Bolt and a play party afterward. 

Painfully Obvious is the title of Robert Davolt's 
book premiering at Daddy's from 1600 to 1900. 
Autographed copies, hullabaloo, foreward and all 
that goes with it by high-ranking leather titlehold¬ 
ers. 

Weekend, January 9-11 

New England Leather Alliance presents Fetish Fair 
Fleamarket at Boston Park Plaza Hotel. For info: 
www.nla-newenglandorg/fff.html. 

Weekend, January 16-20 

Centaur MC presents Leather Weekend featuring 
the Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather Contest and a myriad 
of events to keep you pleasured as only the Cen¬ 
taurs can do it. For info: 
www.leatherweekend.com. 
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A royal farewell 


Bob Ross was a great roommate! 




by Sweet Lips 


Bob Ross, Marlena and Sweet Lips in 2001: 'Bob was very good to me/ 


n New Year’s Day, January 1, 
2004, the Club Rendez-Vous 
(1312 Polk St.) and Imperial 
Court dignitaries Emperor 16 
After Norton, Steven Rascher, and 
Yours Truly, Czarina Sweet Lips, 
will be hosting a 70th Birthday 
Bash for Empress Marne of Port¬ 
land. I hope you’ll all come down, 
because it promises to be a royal 
occasion. Of course there will be 
a lavish spread prepared by our 
favorite caterer, Dennis Tyler. The 
party runs from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
and nobody will mind if you hang 
out longer! 

On a more somber note, just a 
few comments about my publish¬ 
er and friend, Bob Ross, who died 
last week. 

We were sharing a house on 
Union Street when he and Paul 
Bentley got together to start the 
B.A.R. I was one of the 
group that started 
writing for it. 

Bob was a great 
roommate, and ( 
when he made din¬ 
ner at home, it was fabu¬ 
lous,, and he had 
everything ready 
so that he could 
sit and eat with 
his guests. 

But when he cooked in a 


restaurant, you 
wouldn’t dare order a 
steak well-done, or it 
would end up flying 
around the kitchen! 
Right, Jay Noonan? 

Bob was very good 
to me, and I have 
many fond 
memories of 
the time I 
shared with 
him. For instance, once at Safeway, 
someone was following us around, 


and I asked Bob if that was his or 
my creditor. When the gentleman 
approached, he asked if I was Dick 
Walters (my other identity). Well, 
he took a picture out of his billfold 
and showed it to me: It was of me, 
taken in Palm Beach, Florida, in 
1944. Well, Bob was beside him¬ 
self! He couldn’t believe anyone 
would carry a picture of me that 
long! I was cute then. 

A lot of us are going to miss 
Bob, especially his talented staff at 
the B.A.R. T 



Mister Marcus 

-4 previous page 

hand. The worldwide audience 
loved it. 

Now the holiday season is here 
and a new year faces us. On the 
Chinese Lunar Calendar, 2004 is 
the Year of the Monkey, and the 
year 4072 begins officially in Feb¬ 
ruary. Nevertheless, perusing my 
calendar of events I can count 
some 50 events already scheduled 
from coast to coast, in Canada 
and in Europe. Your plastic will 
decrease and your frequent flyer 
miles will increase. Let’s face it. 
You can’t make them all and for 
those who try, it will be a grueling 
odyssey, so rest up, eat correctly 
and have a great time. 

At this time, I would like to 
thank all of you where were savvy 
enough to send me the results of 
your contests and for the press re¬ 
leases many of you wrote and 
sent. I would also like to thank 
photographers Guido in Fort 
Lauderdale, Israel Wright, Vern 
Stewart, Boy Titus, Dave Rhodes 
and countless others who recog¬ 
nize the importance of getting 
their guys “out there” for the 
leather world to know who won 
what or what success was experi¬ 
enced by a special fund raising 


Mike Russell of San Diego, standing, was chosen International Leather 
Sir, and Boy Titus was chosen International Leather Boy in St. 
Petersburg, Florida in 2003. 


event. Readers all over the world 
are quick to compliment the news 
you helped to produce. 

So thanks you all for wonder¬ 
ful memories, some sad, some 
best not mentioned, but all im¬ 


portant. Year 2004 is just around 
the corner and I know you’ll all be 
ready for it. All I can say is keep 
loving, keep laughing, keep vol¬ 
unteering and keep caring... just 
do it in leather! T 


Valhalla voices 
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The Artistry of Elly Amel¬ 
ing (Philips 5-CD set) The radi¬ 
ant freshness of Ameling’s sopra¬ 
no remains unequaled to this day. 
This collection includes many 
performances never before avail¬ 
able on CD. Selections extend 
from a Bach cantata recorded in 
1964 ( when Ameling was a fresh¬ 
voiced 31) to songs set down at 
the peak of her vocal maturity. 
The prize is 11 Brahms lied from 
’77 and 19 Wolf songs from 70, 
all with Dalton Baldwin. Those 


privileged to attend Ameling’s re¬ 
cent Master Class at the San Fran¬ 
cisco Conservatory witnessed 
first-hand her ability to spin out 
phrases with a caressing under¬ 
statement that faithfully illumi¬ 
nates the text. 

Wagner: Die Walkiire Lotte 
Lehmann, Lauritz Melchior, Vien¬ 
na Philharmonic, Bruno Walter 
(Naxos, 2 CDs) Naxos earns bou¬ 
quets for bargain restorations of 
Acts I and II of this unforgettable 
Walkiire. Begun in 1935 with 
Lehmann, Melchior, List and the 
Vienna Phil under Walter, it was 
finished in ’38 with other forces 
after Lehmann, List, and Walter 


fled Germany. The ecstatic 
Lehmann sings with naked inti¬ 
macy, Melchior is unquestion¬ 
ably the greatest heldentenor on 
record, and Walter conducts to 
the manner born. Of supreme 
importance is Hans Hotter’s first 
attempt at Wotan. 

Act I has been on more “Top 
10 Opera recordings” lists than 
there are items for sale on E-Bay. 
Search for the sonically compro¬ 
mised but nonetheless breathtak¬ 
ing recording of Act II with 
Lehmann, Melchior and Flagstad 
under Reiner live from San Fran¬ 
cisco in ’36 if you dare step even 
closer to Valhalla. ▼ 





Year-End Blow-Out 
Clearance Sale 

ALL 

LEATHER 

50% 

OR MORE 

UP TO 60% 

off regular prices 

ONE WEEK 

12 / 24-31 

HAPPY 2004! 


a Utk «( CuctUi 


1285 Folsom @ 9th Street 
San Francisco CA 94103 
415-252-9166 

opm e»>ery day from 12 00 noon to 8ptv www.atas teofleather. com 



K A Holiday 
Package 


Bringing together 
men of all ages, 
colors, shapes, 
and sizes. 


We’re closed 
Christmas Eve & 
Christmas Day 


2051 Market at Church • Info: 864-3767 • Massage: 255-4921 
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Out&About 


lane) in a special holiday edi¬ 
tion of "TRASH" as DJ Bus 
Station John curates a special 
five-hour set of '70s/'80s gay 
bar & bathhouse classics & 
curios. Featuring retro-homo 
sounds from the Trocadero 
Transfer (SF) to the Paradise 
Garage (NYC) and beyond. 
Wet jockstrap contest at mid¬ 
night. $100 cash prize; jox 
available. Benefits the Ten¬ 
derloin AIDS Resource Center 
(TARC). $5 (free b4 9pm). 
9pm-2am. 1347 Folsom St. 
(btwn 9th & 10th). Info: 552- 
8689. 


NYE ’04 

S an Franisco’s entertainment 
scene started off in ’03 with 
Spencer Day fresh from “Star 
Search,” beginning what would be¬ 
come a musical love affair with San 
Francisco, focused primarily at The 
Plush Room. He and his jazz combo 
are all polish and perfection, reeling 
off standards and Day’s original com¬ 
positions with complete panache. The 
audience loves it when Day, who is 
one sexy dude, gets in a deep, tight 
groove with heart-throb cellist/gui¬ 
tarist Yair Evnine, he of the sultry 
looks and mop hair. Recently Day has 
revived his weekly “Crimson Club” 
on Saturdays at the Plush Room’s 
“Late Night at Empire” perfor¬ 
mance showcase. The “Crimson Club” 
allows for all kinds of vaudevillian hi- 
jincks, headed up by Day’s dashing 
Master of Ceremonies, Brian Knecht, 
and featuring the Crimson Kittens 
and other far-out acts. These late- 
night (11 p.m.) offerings are cheap 
($8) and draw a young crowd. 

While the live-music scene in San 
Francisco is falling apart due to a gen¬ 
eral malaise, many great local bands 
are still plugging along, including Pep- 
perspray, the best drag band in the 
world. It’s members are Peggy L’Eg- 
gs, Princess Kennedy, Precious 
Moments, Jordan L’Moore and Tin¬ 
kle, and if you miss them, you’re miss¬ 
ing history in the making. 

My dear friend Garrin Benfield is 
one of the artists who continue to en¬ 
ergise the community. It’s been months 
since I’ve heard his amazing guitar and 
sweet voice, yet I’m sure he’s playing 
better than ever, because that’s the way 
he is, ceaselessly improving. I caught 
up with him and his retinue at the 
Matt Gonzalez Victory Party (that’s 
how it felt at the time) and we all went 
to Blondie’s afterwards, where Benfield 
and his squeeze Jason Durant plied 
me with drinks as a couple of their 
friends had a spat and broke up. That’s 
life in the queer world. 

My own music continues to en¬ 
chant people most Sunday mornings 
in Golden Gate Park. For more than 
20 years I’ve been playing my 
recorders in the tunnels and among 
the redwoods of Strybing Arbore¬ 
tum and the AIDS Memorial Grove. 
Thousands of tourists have taken my 
picture, hundreds have thanked me 
for my playing, and I’ve even been 
captured on an art film devoted to the 
tunnels of San Francisco. I don’t real¬ 
ly seek the attention; my playing is a 
form of meditation (though I often 
performed in cafes in the ’80s), but at¬ 
tention invariably comes. If you want 
to hear me play, you can always join 
me First for “Swimming Dragon” 
Tai Chi, led by my amazing Quan Yin 
Healing Arts Center teacher Liping 
Zhu, a martial arts master from China. 
She does sword dance on occasion, a 
real treat to watch. The class takes 
place at 9:30 a.m. Sundays in GG Park 
in the area along JFK Drive where later 
in the day in-line skaters congregate 
and dance. You’ll get to witness one of 
the most beautiful, powerful Tai Chi 
forms anywhere, as practiced by some 
very serious students, and I’ll be glad 
to play for you afterward. Li Ping asks 
a donation of $12, and I play for free. 

If this doesn’t sound like a thrill at 
the moment, just wait till after all the 
New Year’s parties, then you’ll be so 
grateful for the healing! T 


‘Sushi Sunday’ 

@ Milk 

Reality Check TV presents 
"Sushi Sunday," an evening 
of sushi, live rock music, and 
kick-ass DJs. Enjoy the bril¬ 
liant sounds of hit rock band 
ing, just out with Stagger & 
Belligerance on the Heyday 
Records label 

(www.heyday.com), plus other 
bands The Shimmies, REK, 
Barbara Steele and King 'o' 
Meet. Chef "shoge" serves 
tasty sushi at great prices, 
and DJ Ace of RCTV spins 
mainstream and indy rock be¬ 
fore, between and after band 
sets, with DJ Ted Shred fin¬ 
ishing the night. Doors open 
4:30pm; ing goes on at 
8:30pm. Milk, 1840 Haight 
St. (near Stanyan, across 
from Amoeba Records). Info: 
www.realitychecktv.com 


7 Fingers @ Palace of 
Fine Arts Theater 

Circus Center San Francisco 
presents the Canadian compa¬ 
ny, Les 7 doigts de la main 


Pamela Serrano and the AaaahZ Dancers debut "Les FAUXlies Fantastique" at Actor's 
Theater. See Wednesday. 


The amazing 7 Fingers circus troupe fly through the air with the greatest of ease at the 
Palace of Fine Arts Theater. See Friday. 


‘Modern Times’ 

@ Castro Theatre 

Kino International presents a 
digitally restored print of the 
silent classic Modern Times 
(1936). Playing a tramp 
struggling to survive in a 
modern industrial society, 
Charlie Chaplin serves up an 
elaborate critique of the ef¬ 
fects ffl h’iaispft) dl/ct d 

20th century humanity. Much 
slapstick around massive ma¬ 
chinery. The Tramp ends up 
falling in love with a street 
waif played by Chaplin's then 
real-life partner Paulette 
Goddard. With a young Gloria 
DeHaven. $8 ($5 matinee/se¬ 
nior/child). Showtimes: 2, 
4:30, 7, & 9:15pm. 429 Cas¬ 
tro St. Info: 621-6120; 
www.thecastrotheatre.com 


Trannyshack Star 
Search @ The Stud 

Who will be the next big 
Trannyshack star of 2004? 
Find out when Peaches Christ 
joins Heklina for "Tran¬ 
nyshack Star Search" in a 
wacky quest for new tranny 
talent. Heklina will be judging 
along with Peaches Christ, 


18 _ 

‘The Very Vidur Show’ 
@ Jon Sims Center 

Jon Sims Center for the Arts 
(JSC) hosts India's only open¬ 
ly gay comic, Vidur Kapur, in 
his edgy production, "The 
Very Vidur Show," an urban, 
groundbreaking comedy. 
Vidur's edgy, urban, ground¬ 
breaking comedy focuses on 
his experiences as a gay Indi¬ 
an immigrant and his schizo¬ 
phrenic life as a conservative 
upper middle class Indian 
with a Ph.D. from the Univer¬ 
sity of Chicago, a misfit in a 
family focused on arranged 
marriages and caste status, a 
preppy graduate from The 
London School of Economics, 
a chic urban trend-crazy, 
fashion victim fag in West 
Hollywood and Manhattan, a 
drag queen with a multi-eth¬ 
nic and multi-colored flair, a 
corporate executive in an in¬ 
ternationally known firm, an 
80's Boy George/Madonna 
wannabee freak, and a person 
horrified at being mistaken 
for a terrorist in a post 9/11 
America. Vidur comically 
shares his experiences with is¬ 
sues including homophobia, 
racism, classism, sexism, cul¬ 
tural sensitivities, and gender 
identity in a performance that 
is personal, vulnerable, irrev¬ 
erent and brutally honest. 
Vidur Kapur was raised in 
India and has also lived in 
London, Chicago, Los Angeles 
and now lives in New York. 

He has trained in comedy 
with Larry Amoros (writer for 
Rosie O'Donnell) and worked 
with Tami Haleva, who has 
written comedy for David Let- 
terman and is staff writer for 
Caroline Rhea, will follow the 
performance. $10-$15 slid¬ 
ing. 8pm. Jon Sims Center, 
1519 Mission St (btwn 11th 
St. & South Van Ness) 8pm. 
Tix & advance for wheelchair 
access: 554-0402. Info: 
www.jonsimsctr.org 


(The 7 Fingers of the Hand), 
featuring seven young interna¬ 
tional circus performers 
(Shana Carroll, Isabelle Chas- 
se, Patrick Leonard, Faon 
Shane, Gypsy Snider, 
Sebastien Soldevilla, and 
Samuel Tetreauit) creating a 
joyously surrealistic universe 
filled with awe-inspiring aeri- 
alists, amazing jugglers, 
graceful acrobats, and much 
wit and humor. $30 adults; 
$24 students/seniors (groups 
of 10 or more $4 off per tick¬ 
et). 8pm (2pm Sun). Dec. 26- 
Jan 3 (no show Mon.). Palace 
of Fine Arts Theatre, 3301 
Lyon St. (Marina District). 
Tix: City Box Office, 392- 
4400; 

www.cityboxoffice.com; 

www.tickets.com 


‘Holiday Swing Dance’ 
@ The Center 

Swing in the New Year with 
Queer Jitterbugs and Swing 
OUT at their "Holiday Swing 
Dance." 7:30pm basic lesson 
by Queer Jitterbugs. 8pm in¬ 
termediate Charleston lesson 


by Swing OUT. 9pm-midnight 
party with three DJs and raf¬ 
fle give-away. $10 donation 
(under 21 half off; volunteers 
free). SF LGBT Community 
Center, 1800 Market St. Info: 
305-8242; www.queerjitter- 
bugs.com. 

‘Score!’@ Club 220 

Don Spradlin presents 
"Score!" featuring Special 
Guest DJ David Wade spin¬ 
ning progressive house on the 
main dance floor from Sam- 
close. DJ Derek Juan opens 
(l-3am). Cruise below in the 
dungeon where DJs include 
some of SF's newest, hottest 
talent: Steve Mercado (1- 
4am) & Mike Russell (4am- 
close). Upstairs VIP Lounge 
Hostess: Donna Sachet! 
Clientele: Cute, wet, hot. $10 
b4 lam; $15 after. 18+w/ID. 
220 Jones St. Info: 
scorebig.net 


‘Supertrash’ 

@ The Powerhouse 

Get an old-school education 
(or take a trip down memory 


Fauxnique, and Eva Lynn 
Side. The contestants are 
Syphilis Diller, Jay Walker, 
Mildred Fierce, Tweaka Turn¬ 
er, Vanessa Avenue, Kemme 
Fatale, Diana McGuire, and 
Cookie Dough. Show at mid¬ 
night. 399 9th (at Harrison). 
Info: www.heklina.com 


Marga Gomez New 
Year’s Extravaganza 
@ Victoria Theatre 

Happy New Queer Year! The¬ 
atre Rhinoceros presents "The 
Marga Gomez New Year's 
Extravaganza," starring 
fierce, funny, foxy, sarcastic, 
stand-up Latina Lesbian 
Marga Gomez, plus the 
wickedly queer comedy of 
Doug Holsclaw. Marga's com¬ 
edy recording Hung Like a 
Fly is available on Uproar 
Records. Her stand-up career 
was profiled in the 2003 doc¬ 
umentary Laughing Matters; 
she is the writer/performer of 
six theatrical solo shows, in¬ 
cluding "The Twelve Days of 
Cochina." She's played way 
too many venues to list. Check 
this show out! $25. Two 
shows: 7pm & 9pm. Victoria 
Theatre, 2961 16th St. (btwn 
Mission & S. Van Ness, 
across from Theatre Rhinoc¬ 
eros). Info: www.mar- 
gagomez.com. Tix: 861-5079 
or www.therhino.org 

‘Waltzes & Wildness’ 

@ Victorian 
Englander House 

"Waltzes and Wildness New 
Years Eve Gala," featuring 
Seth Montfort, Steven Bailey, 
Marc Steiner and others on 
piano. $20-$25. 10:30pm. 
Victorian Englander House, 

807 Franklin St. (at Turk). 

Info: 362-6080; www.sfclas- 
sicalmusic.com 

‘Lfc Bed With Fairy u8 | 
Butch’ @ Club Galia 

Vixen Creations presents "In 
Bed With Fairy Butch for 
Gals, Transfolks & Their Pals 
New Year Extravaganza!" 
Enjoy the sights as some of In 
Bed's extraordinary strippers 
bare what their mommas gave 
'em! Pack your pockets with 
a parcel of ones, fives and 
other offerings. There'll be a 
break during the show to bet¬ 
ter facilitate your cruising, 
cocktailing and comfort. Sin¬ 
gle? Come alone and play 
"Tingle & Mingle." Got a 
steady? Make it a memorable 
evening together at In Bed! 
Entry includes party favors, 
noisemakers, and a sex toy 
extravaganza raffle ticket. 

Late night after the show, DJ 
Atomic Pop spins Hip Hop, 
Disco, '80s R&B & Old 
School. Make reservations at 
fb@fairybutch.com for early 
8pm entry, complete with 
reservation-only early hors 
d'oeuvre table and first crack 1 
at seating! $20-$15 sliding. 
Doors open at 8:30 pm, show 
at 10 pm. Club Galia, 2565 
Mission St. (at 22nd St). 

Info: www.sfgrrlz.com; fairy- I 
butch.com I 

‘Bacchanal’ 

@ Fluid Ultra Lounge 

DJs Ellen Ferrato and Frenchy I 
le Freak offer sexy groovy ] 
house at Fluid's "Bacchanal," I 
where you'll be transported I 
back to ancient Rome's deca- I 
dent world a-la Fluid's extrav- I 
agant, spare-no-expense decor. I 
Featuring a cast of Roman I 
jugglers, fire breathers and | 
merrymakers, with gourmet E 
hors d'oeuvres and an open I 
Champagne/wine bar the en- I 
tire night. $150 advance. I 

‘Les FAUXlies j 

Fantastique’ @ J 

Actor’s Theater J 

Opening night party: AaaahZ, I 
Inc. debuts "Les FAUXlies I 
Fantastique," a sexy gender- I 
bending cabaret revue with a I 


































Golden Gale Performing Arts, fnc. 
& La Crema Winery 
Proudly Present the 14th Annual 
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dazzling array of feathered 
dancers, glistening in sequins 
and rhinestones. Starring 
Pamela Serrano and the 
AaaahZ Dancers and some of 
SF's sexiest gender illusion¬ 
ists. Directed and choreo¬ 
graphed by James DuBeq, 
with vocal direction by Jim 
Burrl6nProdatf«tf\6ybJiW Bdr- 
ris and Mike Saugar. After¬ 
show party with champagne 
and hors d'oeuvres. $50 open¬ 
ing night; $35 & $40 other 
nights. 8pm. (7:30 & 10pm 
Fri & Sat; 2:30pm Sun). Thru 
Jan. 25. Actor's Theater, 533 
Sutter St. (at Powell). Tix: 
248-1942. Info: 
www.AaaahZ.com 

Falcon’s ‘Flesh & 
Fantasy’ @ mezzanine 

mezzanine and Falcon Stu¬ 
dios present "Flesh & Fantasy 
NYE '04," hosted by Falcon 
Studios Director Chi Chi 
LaRue, a 12-hour dance ex¬ 
travaganza featuring DJs 
Lydia Prim (New Orleans), 
Paulo (producer/remixer), 
and Jamie J. Sanchez (SF). 
Live on-stage: Star69 record¬ 
ing artist Suzanne Palmer 
("Hide U" "Show Me"). Fal¬ 
con Studios Superstars in 
person; get your picture with 
a porn star! Free Falcon give¬ 
aways. Dance floor powered 
by Funktion One. $40 adv; 
$50 door. 9pm-9am. 444 
Jessie St; (at Mint). Tix: 

Body & Injeanious. Info: 
www. mezzan i nesf. com 

Metropolis NYE SF 
@ 550 Barneveld 

Gus presents "Metropolis 
New Years Eve San Francis¬ 
co," a 12-hour gay marathon 


featuring the pumping sounds 
of Kimberly S (Sundance) and 
Neil Lewis (Sanctuary), with 
an exclusive live show by Gay 
Pimp ("Soccer Practice"). 

$40 ($55 2-Party Pass in¬ 
cludes admission to Metropo¬ 
lis & Mass). 550 Barneveld 
St, (off Bayshore). Tix: Body- 
Bqdy.Wear, .Body, Always.' •>. 1 
Tan + Trim, & Gold's Gym 
Castro. Info: www.guspre- 
sents.com 

Spundae New Years 
Eve @ 1015 Folsom 

Spundae New Year kicks off 
with trance and progressive 
house in the Main Room with 
DJ Tall paul, plus Dave 
Ralph, The Scumfrog, and Gi¬ 
anni. In the Blue Room: prog 
house with Spesh, Jonathan 
Ojeda, Alex Whalen, and 
Scott Carrelli. Front Room: 
5-hour house set by Garth, 
Frenchy Le Freak, & Norman 
Stradley. Bassment: Trance 
with St. John, Tom Slik, 

Denise (DJ D) & Rafael. Bal¬ 
loon drop/champagne toast at 
midnight. Party favors. Go- 
gos. Lasers. Visuals. $40 
($99 VIP). 9pm-8am. 
21+w/ID. Info: spundae.com; 
1015.com 

Ggreg Taylor’s NYE 
’04 @ 44 Tehama 

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Lords and 
ladies, naughty knaves and 
debauched damsels, ye are 
hereby summoned to our un¬ 
derground court, where fetish 
and fantasy reign, for a kinky 
coronation of the New Year! 
From Ggreg Taylor, Tafner & 
Juanita More! (of the Forgot¬ 
ten Opera, Sol System and 
Booty Call) comes an excep¬ 


tional New Years Eve party 
offering all things regal, 
risque, kinky, and courtly. 
Costumes highly encouraged, 
though not required. Dress to 
impress. In the King's Cham¬ 
ber: DJ sounds by Dragn'fly 
(Ephiphany) • Laird (Boom¬ 
box) • Lewis (Sugar) • RonE 
(Vibrant) • Tafner (Sof Sys¬ 
tem) • Tamo (Garage Mahal) 

• Ryel K (Pink Mammoth) 
with kinetic projections by 
Nambla the Clown. In Her La¬ 
dyship's Boudoir: DJs Juanita 
More, Derek B and Ken Vulu- 
sion slam pussy bumping 
beats in the Booty Call 
Lounge. Performers, min¬ 
strels & fools: Jocasta 
(Trapeze World) astounds 
with aerial performance in 
the Kings Chamber • The 
Good Vibe Hoop Tribe (LA) 
spins in ways unimagined. • 
Drag-rock sensation Pepper- 
spray (Any Divebar) brings in 
the new year at Midnight. 

$20 advance online (ltd); un¬ 
limited advance tickets $30 in 
2003, and $40 in 2004. 9pm- 
late. Location: 44 Tehama (at 
1st St.). Tix at Cafe Flore 
(Market @ Noe) and BPM 
Records (573 Hayes). Info: 
www.ggreg.com 

‘Year of the Monkey’ 
@ Club Six 

Massive Selector presents 
"NYE 2004: Year of the 
Monkey!" Featuring the 
hottest DJs from Club Fake, 
True-Skool, Fresco, and Fu- 
mando together with Massive 
Selector for the third straight 
year. In the Jungle Lounge: 
hip-hop, danchall, broken 
beats, and house with panty- 
ROBber, Malex, & Proof with 


Theatre Rhinoceros presents "The Marga Gomez New Year's Extravaganza" at the Vic¬ 
toria Theatre. See Wednesday. 


The world's greatest drag band, Pepperspray, rocks in the New Year at Ggreg Taylor's 
New Year's Eve Party. See Wednesday. 


co-presenters; ^ 

kinko's loehmanns KA LACREMA 


Performed by the 

SAN FRANCISCO 
GAY MEN'S CHORUS 

DR. KATHLEEN McGUIRE 

Artistic Director & Conductor 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2003 

Performances at 
5:00 PM, 7:00 PM, & 9:00 PM 
at the CASTRO THEATRE 

TICKETS $15.00 in advance 

$20 at the door 

SFGMC Office — 4053 18th St, SF 

by phone 

415-865-3650 

or online at 

WWW.SFGMC.ORG 

Tickets also available at: 

A Different Light Bookstore — 489 Castro St., SF 


fiSFCMC 


Featuring Special Guest 
n Meg Mackay in: 

26TH A Tribute to The Carpenters 


Kento, Yoshito, & Culture 
Shizaam. In the Boogie Bass¬ 
ment: 80's, electro-clash, and 
rock meet true skool breaks 
and Latin soul with Jenny & 
Omar, Ren the Archeologist 
Rueben, Hakobo, & Alan 
Keller. $15 adv; $25 door. 60 
6th St. (btwn Market & Mis¬ 
sion at Jessie). Tix: Redfive, 
1472 Haight St., 552-6494; 
M assiveselecto r. com 

Page Hodel & MoniKa 
@ Michele’s, Santa 
Rosa 

The Other Side New Year's 
Eve Party! A dance party for 
Women and a few Gay men. 

In the Grand Ballroom, the 
Other Side unveils an evening 
of elegance and elevated 
nightculture, with ass-in-the- 
air, bootie-spankin', superli- 
cious groves by Master DJ 
Page Hodel and Super DJ 
MoniKa. Fingerlickin' 
gourmet hor d'oeuvres & Fan¬ 
tasy Desserts. 30 X 30 Dance 
Floor. Balloon Drop. Video 
Lounge. Four Full Bars. Other 
Side Dancers. $25 in Ad¬ 
vance, $30 Door. Tix: Milk & 
Honey in Sebastapol, 824- 
1155; North Light Books in 
Cotati, 792-4300; Epiphany 
Musical Instruments in Santa 
Rosa, 543-7008. Michele's, 
W. 7th & Adams St. (by Rail¬ 
road Square), Santa Rosa (50 
min. north of the Golden Gate 
off 101). Info: www.theother- 
sidedance.com 


‘One from the Heart’ 

@ Castro Theatre 

Francis Ford Coppola's One 
From The Heart (1982), a ro¬ 
mantic comedy, musical fan¬ 
tasy, intimate love story set 
amidst the neon glitter of Las 
Vegas on a Fourth of July 
weekend, brilliantly shot by 
cinematographer Vittorio 
Storaro on exquisite sets cre¬ 
ated by Dean Tavoularis. 
Original soundtrack by Tom 
Waits, performed by Waits 
and Crystal Gayle. See Cop¬ 
pola's enchanted vision beau¬ 
tifully restored and re-edited. 
Teri Garr and Frederic For¬ 
rest are Franny and Hank cel¬ 
ebrating the fifth anniversary 
of their relationship. An argu¬ 
ment sends them into the 
night looking for love. Franny 
finds tall, dark, handsome 
Raul Julia (as a sensitive 
waiter), while Hank chances 
upon seductive runaway cir¬ 
cus performer Nastassia Kins¬ 
ki. Ultimately, Franny and 
Hank find that true love must 
come from the heart. With 
Harry Dean Stanton and 
Lainie Kazan. Restored, Edit¬ 
ed and Mixed at the studios of 
American Zoetrope in SF. 
Plays Thu-Wed, January 1-7. 
Showtimes: 2, 4:30, 7, & 
9:30pm. Info: 621-6120; 
www.thecastrotheatre.com 

‘Mass’ @ 1015 Folsom 

Gus presents "Mass," the Re¬ 
covery Party, a New Years 
Day T-Dance with renowned 
DJ Phil B. $20 adv; $30 
door; $55 two party pass. 
6pm-2am. 1015 Folsom. Info: 
www.guspresents.com 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

Deadline is the 
Friday before 
issue date. 
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Out There 

◄ page 26 

ly made the Top 10 of the Bill¬ 
board classical charts. Bravo! 

Out-of-towners 

San Francisco is always host to 
some special guests come Yule- 
tide, and this year the list of visi¬ 
tors starts with comedy diva 
Kathy Griffin , who has achieved 


something of a cult following as 
host of NBC’s Average Joe. Miss 
Griff is booked to do the oP two- 
a-day with her stand-up act on 
Dec. 26 & 27 at the new Cobb’s 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus 
Ave. Info at cobbscomedy.com. 

Then, if you happen to be at 
the SF Hyatt Regency’s party this 
coming New Year’s Eve, and you 
run into a construction worker, an 
American Indian, a military man, 
a cop, a cowboy and a biker, you’ll 


Syrian sojourn 


by Jim Nawrocki 


Cleopatra's Wedding Present- 
Travels Through Syria by Robert 
Tewdwr Moss; University of Wis¬ 
consin Press, $24.95 

jg t would be a disservice to call 
1 Cleopatra's Wedding Present a 

travel book. While it’s true that 
Robert Tewdwr Moss’ book is os¬ 
tensibly a travel narrative, it’s much 
more than that: a personal memoir, 
a study of sexuality and culture (in 
this case Arabic), and even a com¬ 
ing out story. The book is part of 
the University of Wisconsin’s series 
called Living Out: Gay and Lesbian 
Autobiographies. It has produced 
several outstanding volumes, in¬ 
cluding Martin Duberman’s 
Midlife Queer and Jaime Enrique’s 
Eminent Maricones. 

Cleopatra’s Wedding Present is, 
sadly, Moss’ first and last book. He 
was murdered in 1996, at the age 
of 35, shortly after completing 
work on the manuscript. The two 
boys who killed Moss in his Lon¬ 
don flat during the course of a 
burglary took the laptop comput¬ 
er that contained Moss’ final revi¬ 
sions to the manuscript. When 
the laptop was recovered, the final 
manuscript had been erased, so 
editors had to rely on earlier ver¬ 
sions to publish the book. The 
story of Moss’ untimely death cer¬ 
tainly colors the reader’s experi¬ 
ence of his book: there’s particular 
poignancy to his descriptions of 
the pleasures of travel, and of 
course one wonders what Moss 
might have added to his final ver¬ 
sion. The book that we have, 
though, is testament to.his con¬ 
siderable talents. 

At the time he was writing 
Cleopatra’s Wedding Present, Moss 
was coming to terms with his sex¬ 


uality, and his interest in Arab 
sexual norms seems to be moti¬ 
vated as much by his own person¬ 
al quest as by simple traveler’s cu¬ 
riosity. Throughout the course of 
the book, Moss befriends a suc¬ 
cession of intense, attractive 
young Arab men. He describes his 
encounters and relationships with 
these men with the attention of a 
novelist. For several nights, he 
shares a bed with a young man 
named Jihad. In their quiet time 
together, Moss admires the battle 
scar that runs across Jihad’s chest, 
and he remarks often on his pow¬ 
erful body. Moss never admits to a 
sexual encounter with any of 
these young men, but they seem 
to regard each other with an inti¬ 
macy that is both beautiful and 
mysterious. 

Perhaps because of the strict 


by Gregg Shapiro 


I n addition to being one of 
those gay men who need a 
Queer Eye for the Queer Guy 
overhaul, I was also born deficient 
in the shopping gene. So when it 
comes to the holidays, I go into 
automatic anxiety mode. Fortu¬ 
nately, I know that music makes a 
wonderful gift and give it as often 
as possible. Some suggestions fol¬ 
low regarding box sets, hits pack¬ 
ages, reissues and benefit discs. 

There are bound to be more 
than a few country music fans on 
everyone’s holiday gift list, and 


Syrian laws regarding sexuality in 
general and homosexuality in 
particular, Moss makes it a point 
to inquire about Syrian courtship 
rituals, both gay and straight. He 
visits gay cruising areas, and he 
talks with heterosexual men about 
the homosexual encounters they 
indulge in as a substitute for un¬ 
available female companionship. 
Moss’ meetings with his friends 
are always fraught with tension. 
As a foreign journalist traveling in 
the Middle East, Moss is con¬ 
stantly being watched by the au¬ 
thorities, who suspect him of spy¬ 
ing. All of this serves to remind us 
that Syria is not just another 
country, and Moss is not the typ¬ 
ical tourist. 

While Moss concentrates pri¬ 
marily on descriptions of the 
places and people he meets, he 


some recent collections are suit¬ 
able for stocking stuffing. The 70- 
year-old country legend sings 
original compositions and cover 
tunes on Willie Nelson’s Greatest 
Hits (& Some That Will Be) (Co¬ 
lumbia/Legacy), including “Blue 
Eyes Crying in the Rain,” and 
“Mamas Don’t Let Your Babies 
Grow Up To Be Cowboys.” 

Just a few degrees separate Jessi 
Colter from Willie Nelson. In the 
late Waylon Jennings (Colter’s 
husband), they found a frequent 
collaborator. An Outlaw, a Lady: 
The Very Best of Jessi Colter (Capi¬ 
tol) contains four Colter/Jennings 
collaborations, as well as “I’m Not 
Lisa,” Colter’s original 1975 hit 
single. Patsy Cline paved the way 
for Colter and other female coun¬ 
try artists. The newly remastered 
Patsy Cline’s Greatest Hits (Chron- 
icles/MCA Nashville/Decca) fea¬ 
tures the original 1967 album art¬ 
work as well as expanded liner 
notes. 

With Taboo, the musical about 
gay pop icon Boy George opening 
on Broadway, and a New Wave re¬ 
vival simmering under the radar, 
what better time to rekindle our 
love affair with Culture Club? Ex¬ 
panded reissues, with a minimum 
of four bonus tracks apiece, of 
Culture Club’s first three albums 
— Kissing to be Clever, Colour by 
Numbers and Waking Up with the 
House on Fire (Virgin) — are the 
ideal gift for someone old enough 
to have been there, and for those 
too young to have experienced 
Culture Club. The bonus tracks 
make these reissues such good 
presents. Kissing includes “Time 
(Clock of the Heart).” Colour in¬ 
cludes the live track “Melting Pot,” 
and Waking features the two 
songs from the Electric Dreams 
soundtrack. 

The works of Joni Mitchell and 
Bob Dylan, two of the most influ- 


Clcopatra’s Wedding Present 

♦ 

fro tell through Syria 


deftly weaves in accounts of the 
history and politics that haunt the 
regions he visits. He writes with 
impressive lyrical beauty about 
both the particulars of his journey 
and the universal pleasures of 
travel itself. “The awareness of 
transience is scarcely ever brought 


& benefits out 

ential songwriters of the late 20th 
century, are available in new for¬ 
mats. Dylan albums ranging from 
’63’s Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan to 
200l’s Love and Theft have been 
reissued in the Super Audio CD 
format. Of the 15, mid-’70s mas¬ 
terpieces Blood on the Tracks and 
Desire (Columbia) sound espe¬ 
cially good. 

Dylan also figures into the 
four-disc box set Joni Mitchell: 
The Complete Geffen Recordings 
(Geffen/Chroiiicles). A demo ver¬ 
sion of “It’s All Over Now Baby 
Blue” is one of three previously 
unreleased bonus tracks (the oth¬ 
ers are demos of “Good Friends” 
and “Two Grey Rooms”). This es¬ 
sential and long-awaited box set 
puts all of Joni’s Geffen recordings 
— Wild Things Run Fast (’82), 
Dog Eat Dog (’85), Chalk Mark in 
a Rainstorm (’88) and Night Ride 
Home (’91) — back into circula¬ 
tion. Each disc is in its own origi¬ 
nal album art sleeve, and the 84- 
page booklet includes correspond¬ 
ing album graphics, as well as song- 
by-song commentary and a biting, 
brutally honest opening essay by 
Joni titled “The Lost Years,” in 
which she lashes out against the 
“dungeons of Geffen Records.” 

Essential James 

James Brown and Donna 
Summer also crossed genres and 
boundaries to make indelible 
marks in music. The somewhat 
premature 50th Anniversary Col¬ 
lection (Polydor/UTV) is a dou¬ 
ble-disc compilation of 50 essen¬ 
tial James Brown tracks beginning 
with ’56’s “Please, Please, Please” 
and concluding with “Static, Parts 
1&2” from ’88. No matter where 
you stand on the subject of 
Donna Summer (me, I still feel 
betrayed), it’s impossible not to 
take note of her pop-music con¬ 
tributions, and the two-disc set 


Giving the gift of music 

Box sets , hit packs, reissues 


18+ Discreetly billed to Visa/MasterCard 

1.900-825-4500- 

$1/mm. + $2 connect fee 18+ Discreetly billed to your telephone 

_ © npp productons, reno, nv customer service (888) 283-3331 


home more poignantly than when 
traveling alone in a strange land,” 
he writes. “To travel is to be always 
to some extent in a state of be¬ 
reavement, always to have some¬ 
body die on you a little.” This bit 
of sadness is complemented by 
the simple joy of wandering: Trav¬ 
el “enables you to be so delicious¬ 
ly passive, blown willy-nilly hith¬ 
er and yon. Come day, go day. 
Nothing really matters.” 

Unfortunately for us, Moss’ 
journey comes to an end in more 
ways than one. Cleopatra’s Wed¬ 
ding Present is evidence of a writer 
who possessed both a unique tal¬ 
ent and a lively appreciation of the 
drama and beauty of life. These 
are the qualities that make not 
only great travel writers, but great 
writers. It’s a shame that Moss’ 
other books died with him. ▼ 


on CD 

The Journey: The Very Best of 
Donna Summer (UTV/Mercury) 
includes 18 examples, along with 
two new recordings. The second 
disc consists of five extended 
dance remixes that should make 
any disco devotee dizzy. 

Music from the ’70s almost al¬ 
ways makes a popular gift. Gang¬ 
ster of love and space cowboy, ’70s 
guitar god Steve Miller has ex¬ 
panded his 25-year-old greatest 
hits package to include ’82’s 
“Abracadabra” on Young Hearts: 
Complete Greatest Hits (Capitol) 
by Steve Miller Band. Few bands 
are more associated with the ’70s 
than Abba. The DVD edition of 
Gold: Greatest Hits (Polar/Poly- 
dor/Chronicles) includes three 
previously unreleased music 
videos, the documentary Abba- 
The History, and nineteen Abba- 
holic favorites. 

The 100 tracks on the four- 
disc box set No Thanks! The ’70s 
Punk Rebellion (Rhino) are a 
combination of classic tracks by 
the Ramones, the Clash, Patti 
Smith, the Jam, Blondie, the 
Damned, Buzzcocks, Television, 
the Stranglers, Elvis Costello and 
X-Ray Spex, and lesser-known 
acts of the era such as the Boys, 
Penetration, Alternative TV, and 
the Slits. The compilers include 
“2-4-6-9 Motorway” by openly 
gay punk rocker Tom Robinson 
Band. The ’70s also introduced us 
to sister act the Roches, a trio of 
harmonizing siblings named 
Maggie, Terre and Suzzy, who 
wrote and sang some of the zani- 
est but lovely folk-based songs 
you’ve ever heard. The Collected 
Works of the Roches (Rhino/Warn¬ 
er Brothers) assembles 19 of the 
threesome’s ’70s-’90s tunes, in¬ 
cluding “The Married Men,” 
“Love Radiates Around” and their 
stunning take on “The Hallelujah 
Chorus.” ▼ 


know you have stumbled upon 
’70s disco supergroup The Vil¬ 
lage People, who are booked to 
do their stuff right up to the mid¬ 
night countdown and balloon 
drop from the top of the hotel’s 
17-story atrium. If you’re there to 
hear the VP do “In the Navy” and 
“Macho Man,” you’ll actually be 
partying in the world’s largest 
hotel lobby, dude. But there’s a 
VIP room, too. So Y not MCA? 
Tix are $75; info at hyattsf.com. ▼ 
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Don’t want to use the #900 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ 

You can purchase time on our system by calling 1-800-321-6845 and requesting 
a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time " with discounts of up to 20%. 

The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, 
or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve 
messages by using your Block of Time™ account from any touch-tone phone! 


PARTING 

GLANCES 


Lady Macbeth 2nd Intermission 11/14 

You (Handsome bear type) standing 
on the first floor wearing brown shirt. 
I (Filipino-American) was leaving. 

Our eyes met, lingered. Are you 
"moistanddeep"? I'd like to meet! 
Please call. ©71009 


Muni Bus 22 Fillmore 

Sunday Nov 16. You Asian, Me Irish. 
Thought you were with your 
boyfriend. Strong Eye contact. Let's 
Meet. S 72893 


Richard- Hottie on Muni Inbound 

It's David, the boy in tight Wranglers. 
We struck a chord. I'd like to strike 
more. Give me a call and leave your 
number. S 72909 


Blow Buddies Friday Nov. 28 

You bare-chested/shaved head, slim: 
me bare-chested with glasses. 
Would like to meet you. We cruised, 
but did not meet each other. Q 
71000 


Ricardo 

We met waiting for the "F" line at 
Castro about 7 pm. I was heading fo 
an art opening. Let's continue our 
conversation. Ernie. S 71001 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 


Looking for Friendship or More 

Brazilian, 37 yo, 5'7", 142# Brn 
hair and eyes, stable and sincere, ro¬ 
mantic, nice, smooth body seeking 
GWMorGLM. I like all types of 
Guys under 45. Must be serious, no 
drugs or heavy drinkers. Q 71010 


Looking for Mister Right 

Me 40+ mix brown. 5'9", 160#, 
81/2", Enjoy work, fucking. Will re¬ 
spond to everybody. © 71011 


Life is about Sharing 

GAM, 37, 5'7", 155#. Sensitive, 
sincere, caring professional seeks 
thoughtful, giving, masculine, profes¬ 
sional GM who seeks friendship/rela¬ 
tionship. Live 90 minutes outside of 
SF. Will relocate for "The real 
Thing". ©71012 


Muscular Italian American 46yrs 

Stable, sincere, romantic. Seeks a 
smooth Asian to date on a regular 
basis. Please be reliable, sincere. No 
games, BS Q 72905 


Affectionate Seniors 

WM, 48,6', 165#,Dk Hair and eyes. 

I am looking for affectionate seniors 
who enjoy kissing, cuddling, and oral 
pleasures. Possible long term rela¬ 
tionship. Lone wolves, husky, beard¬ 
ed, not into mainstream a plus, 
Smokers OK. No gay scene or 
lifestyle please. Q 72906 


Free Spaghetti 

Win a delicious meal by answering 
this ad. If you are a slender, mascu¬ 
line guy 18 to 45. Cook is slender, 
masculine WM, 44. Into Friendship 
and Naked body contact. Q 72907 


Bubble Butt Latin/Asian Boy 

5'8", 140, 35, looking for others for 
hot time kicking it. One-on-one, cou¬ 
ples, groups. Like all types of guys. 
Q 72894 


48 yo, In shape Handsome Man 

Looking for LTR with same. Age, 
race, to p, bottom not important. In 
shape gym toned body and cool atti¬ 
tude a must. Q 72895 


Mutual JO and 69 Play 

I am Latin, 40yo, 5'7", 153#, 

HIV+, Healthy, slim muscular body, 
smooth round butt, husky Look. ISO 
masculine GWM/GLM with small size 
25/40 yrs, slim, smooth, HIV+, 
healthy. Safe sex. 5'5" to 5'10". 

No drugs. Please be serious. © 
72896 


Seeking Friendship or More 

GWM, 33yo, 5'10,160#, brn hr, brn 
eyes, HIV+, healthy, Seeking others 
for dating or possible relationship. 
Like movies, books, cooking and fit¬ 
ness. Age, race unimportant. Q 
72897 


Body Contact-SouthBay/Santa 

Clara. Me: Very Clean- UB2 or for¬ 
get it. HIV- only! Hot 44 yo white 
male. 6'1", 225#, Hzl/grey, seeking 
hot daddy/bear type to keep me warm 
this winter. S 72910 


Snuggler- (not smuggler)! Seeks 

companion - Southern Contra Costa ( 
Alamo, Danville, WC) for warm nights 
together. Interest in Trains, Trams, 
Travel, Opera, Symphony, Asian Lan¬ 
guages, Love, love, love! Q 71002 


Handsome Libra Looking for Love 

HIV+ GWM, SF, Likes music, art. 
Looking for more than a one night 
stand. No drugs, pot ok... 6' Br Hr, 
Breyes ©71003 


LESBIANS 


Lonely in Reno Need a PenPal 

Single white lesbian looking to con¬ 
verse with any single women with 
hopes of possibly something more. I 
enjoying camping, horses, and spooky 
movies. No drugs or heavy drinkers. 
© 72904 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


Spank your Butt 

Hot, masculine top, 38, 5'H', 175#, 
seeks well-built bottom with nice 
round ass for over-the-knee spank¬ 
ing, role playing and plowing your 
ass. ©71013 


Fat & Chubby Men & Dildoes 

Looking to start a regular dildoe 
party with big men. Hefty GBM, 
5'11", 270#, big tits, hung, seeks 
big, fat men who like their bodies and 
like dildoes. ©71014 


Older 

I love older men and women. I am 
52, in decent shape, clean, educated 
and horny. Will treat you well. S 
71015 


Sacramento Area 

GWM HIV-, tight little bottom, fan¬ 
tastic cocksucker. Needs long ses¬ 
sions of being fist fucked, and you can 
stay overnight, or longer. © 72898 


Bear Back Trick Rider 

Hung, HIV+ Top, 50, 5'8", 
200#,S/P/B, 7.5cut, with stamina 
plus. Into 2-5 hour sessions. Looking 
for HIV+ lean to muscular bottom, 
any age/race for one night stand or 
LTR. Q 72899 


Versatile Boyish Asian 

Seeks smooth gym toned muscular 
WM to kiss and lick all over from 
head to toe. I want to be your new 
oral buddy on a regular basis. © 
72900 


None of the Above? 

If you're not buffed, pretty, hung or 
young enough for those other guys, 
let's get together. I'm poz, 54,5'10" 
155#, S/P hair, and goatee, give 
great head and love getting fucked. 
Q 72901 


Mature, Black topman, 5’9”, 180 

Thinning hair, moustache, 8.5". 
Seeking mature masculine submissive 
bottom man with conservative ap¬ 
pearance. Husky build and mous¬ 
tache a plus. Zip 94501. Phone re¬ 
quired. Q 72902 


Butt Naked 

Like masculine guys with tight firm 
butts 18 to 40 with 29 to 32 inch 
waistlines. Masculine WM 44, also 
trim waisted with handsome cock. 
Open to whatever your into. S 72908 


IMMIXlk 


Versatile Stud 

Wanting studly men in Contra Costa 
City. Top or bottom. Kick back or 
dominant types with a nice big one 
A+. Beer can size dick for your plea¬ 
sure. Partner available. Safe sex 
only. S 72911 


Straight Guys dig my Cocksucking 

And I am good at it. Call me, we 
can watch video, jo, "69", party, 
etc. Str8 guys contact me. S 72912 


Looking for Guys in Marin 

I'm seeking guys who live in Marin 
and north of there for fun and good 
times, hung a plus. S 72913 


To share Great Times! 

Sexy attractive guy, well hung and 
good looking seeks guys who are 
hung to watch videos, have fun etc.. 
Call me. S 72914 


Guys in San Jose and Surrounding 

Areas. Call me if you want to have a 
good time. Hung a plus. We can 
watch videos, listen to musci etc.. S 
72915 


On call Free Oral Servicing 

GWM will BJ/Rim/JO/Massage an 
hour minimum For incredible release. 
No reciprocation necessary. All 
Races welcome but must be 18-28, 
healthy, fit. Santa Cruz Area. Stay 
the Night?? ©71004 


Novice Curious Nudist 

Seeking more experienced buddy for 
heavy, intense J/0, dirty talk, cock 
worship, partying buddy desired. 
Some oral OK, but mostly J/0. Your 
place pm preferred. Not into toys, 
videos, groups, tits, shaved body 
parts, anal. Long partying scenes or 
overnites encouraged. Like to expore 
being nude with another man w/o the 
pressure of performing in a oral/anal 
manner. © 71005 


Need a Dad?? 

Clean, healthy 68yo G.W. Masculine 
dad needs you too! Please be Bi/G. 
W. Masculine and over 0/40. Q 
71006 


FETISHES 


ISO Serious Nipple Work out Buddy 

49 yo GWM, 220#, stocky, bm/brn, 
Salt and pepper goatee, tats, pierc¬ 
ings, Smoker and huge erect nipples. 
ISO dominate, masculine nipple pig 
stud for serious nipple workout ses¬ 
sions with growth in mind! Smokers 
A+ Please Call. Q 71016 


Feet and Ass Wanted 

I want to suck and sniff your feet while 
i stretch your ass with my fist. Very 
discreet. ©71017 

Nipples- Solid Workouts on Firm 

Hard nipples. Serious to sensuous 
long sessions with mutual satisfac¬ 
tion. No losers, we both win, GWM, 
40's seeks same. S 71018 


Share Zeal for Gay Male Porn 

Do you like DVDs, videos showing 
anal buttplay, and assorted sex inter¬ 
ests. Join my search. © 72903 


Drag Queens, threesomes. 

Me: Mr.XXX, 55 ISO all drag 
queens, 21-40 only, for suck, fuck. 
Cigar smokers, tattoos, 69, pretty 
lips, tight asses. No drugs, alchohol. 
S 72916 


Stroking for Hours 

Seeking mascuiine/average buddy for 
heavy intense j/o, dirty talk, cock 
worship while drinking/partying. 

Some oral OK. Your place, PM only. 
Not into toys, videos, groups, anal. 
Long party scenes or overnites only. S 
71007 


Bl Kinky Sub Bottom in Bay Area 

B/D, S/M, spanking, C/B/T, being 
rimmed, toys, hard cocks, slave, role- 
play, fireplace, hot tubs, singles or 
couples. Let's meat now! Q 71008 


Play safe. Wear a condom. Q SAFE 


r 



You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


Daytime Telephone 


Evening Telephone 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 
Couples □ 
Others □ 


i i I l II I I I I I 1 l I I I I 1 I I I I I I ■ I I I I I I ■ I 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
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BayAreaReporter 

Personals 


MASSAGE 


MASSAGE 



Vital Living 



Steven / 
(415)^6-7990 

Strong, Expei%iced, PrSfes 
D¥8t*Pi&ue, C.M.TJ 



$6o days/$8o nights and wknds 

415-412-0397 

SEXY 

ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 

__E 01 

Cute, Smooth, Tender 

26Y/0 ASIAN 

ln/0ut $60 

DAVE*567-7693 

_EOl 

Erotic nude Mas by mature in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 

_E 04 

EBAY BEEFY 
MUSCL 

Gives good deep Swedish! 

Masc, hairy, 195, 5'11", 45, moust. 
M-Faft 5, w/e OK-RIx-Table/Oil 
In $60/60, $90/90 510-601-6995 £M 

BODYWORK 
BY ASIAN 

Friendly, gdlkging CMT 5'6", 130, 
warm hands, sensual touch, full body, 
real massge. In/Out. 218-0128 ^ 

Relax Release enjoy a sensual full 
body massage by 38 CMT 75 min 
$50 Great hands from Stan 641-8221 




EATIVE 
IYWORK 

EmpoWer 
Yourself 
Thru 

Supportive, 
Sensual, 
Nurturing 
and Healing 
Touch 

"alder, cmt 

sMb 2700 

FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique style therapeutic and erotic 
massage in front of a fireplace. Out 
calls available also. Johnny 505-3060., 

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, energetic and athletic. Fer¬ 
nando CMT (510) 325-7725. In/Out.^ 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

28,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 3 

CUTE MASSEUR 225-4081 

5'9" 145Lbs. 30wst fit Slim/Smooth 
Blond/Brn eyes. SF/Marin. In/Out. 
Have table. £52 

SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
Spa and Massage Getaway Packages. 
Roger 707-525-1771www.sr-hideaway.com ) 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck*(510)388-4941^ 

SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5 , 6"/150/6.5. 
Sensual full body ascupressure & 
Shiastsu massasge w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. E5? 

Peninsula Therapeutic and Erotic 


EROTIC MASSAGE 

Healing, sensual, loving touch 
Deep tissue, Older men welcomed. 
Hotels, 24 Hours 

Josh, CMT. • (415) 346-4677. ' 


Brian 415-252-8126 

www.MassageByBrian.com 



EXCELLENT MASSAGE 
415 255-0850 DREW 
IN/OUT 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 
Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 


BLOW-AWAY FULL-BODY 

DADDY MASSAGE 

LUSII SATISFYING 

.IAS 

CAST HO I.OC. 1164-5447 


Castro Certified • Only $45/$65 

•WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 £52 

SEXY 

SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28y/o 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441 2854 

TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALTY 

Hotman 48 6' 165 S&P Beard, hung 
Erotic FullBody Massage In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C Visa. Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 

-E 02 

MACK’S “FULLBODY” MASSAGE 

In/Out Calls -415-3500968 


69 OR MORE 
MINUTES 

To relax, release, heal U from tension 
& worries. Both naked 100% with U. 
Swedish, deep tissue. Sensual intuitive 
professional CMT Italian 36y/o 
6'3" 190#8"cut. Dark skinned, hairy 
fit. In $69(Lower Haight) Out $20 
more. Special dates/sessions avail¬ 
able. Welcome all diverse men. Travel 
Bay Area. (415) 260-0803. RICO 

ACHING 

FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 
yr old. Student discount, in/out calls, 
day/eve and I at nite apptmts avail. 
Eric • 841-5870. E52 

HOT DEEP & LONG 

Erotic & therapeutic/both naked/Sexy 
Italian Hunk CMT Versatile. 
190#6'4",8"cut,Diverse body type, 
ages, colors, welcome. Travel Bay 
Area. In call $70, Outcall $90. 

(415) 621-4202. • Lorenzo 


Massace 

Deep & Erotic A 

ALEX 

415.652.4625' 

24 hrs. in SF 
E.Bay/Peninsula - Calls OK 
till 9pm 

Out Only. Enjoy! 
EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Skilled,intuitive Swedish bodywork & 
steamin' hot nude erotic touch in 
warm clean studio near Dolores Park 
by tall lean sexy blond w/strong 
hands/deep, hot prostate work by 
appt/60 min = $75/90 min = $90 
2 hr=$100/2.5 hr=$125. Heron 
Saline,CHT 415/706-9740. Leave 
feelin' gooooooood!!! Eoi 

Fremont CMT, Jim • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing. Mature. 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217. £52 

FULLNUDE, 

FULL RELEASE 

I am a 25 year old model that has 
been in several large publications. 6'3 
216Lbs Blonde hair/blue eyes, I am 
smooth with a 8X6 uncut. I have a 
hard, ripped body with a face that 
could stop a freight train. When I 
walk, people stop and stare. My mas¬ 
culinity drives men and women crazy 
alike. I am a great masseur and spe¬ 
cialize in full nude, full release sensu¬ 
al rubdowns From "head to toe!" So 
come on in and release some tension. 
Mike • 415-505-1540. £52 

Fit Castro Daddybear 412-0397 £(j2 

JUST THE BEST 

Very handsome, well-endowed strong, 
gentle and friendly CMT. 465-2662.^ 

PROSTATE 

BLISS 

and health-Hfull-body by pro. In $60. 
989-7736. Union Square area. £ 

YOU DESERVE THE BEST! 

Nude, full body, deep tissue by 
goodlooking, strong, muscular, 

9 yrs. experience. Release now! 

In Only-Gary @ 305-5609 near 
City Hall. 30-90 minute sessions. ^ 

Sexy blonde will rub U down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 23yo bottom/smooth 5'7" 

135# In/Out. 415-210-1526 Sean £52 

HAIRY MASSEUR 

full body full release massage 
done in the nude by a very nice 
looking naturally hairy guy! 
510-912-8812. Outcalls only. E52 

HUGE FAT CUT MEAT 

9X6 Cut, 6' 180# 45 full release 
In $60 • Buck • 724-8117. £o2 

San Jose airport area. Hot tub, mas¬ 
sage & bodywork/play in private stu¬ 
dio. Forest, CMT, 408-605-1528. 



COMPLETE RELEASE 


CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 

FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MINUTES/S40 

CALL:925-68H-567 5 


NUDE MASSAGE BY 
SEXY MEXICAN 

27yol50#5/8 Great Looking mascu¬ 
line and friendly. Call Luis 415-846- 
4213. In/Out £52 

SERIOUS 

SPORTS 

MASSAGE 

WWW. B 0 D YS PA-S F. C 0 M e oi 

EROTIC MASSAGE GWM 

Hairy Hunk 5'10, 180, Playful 
Jim 415 934-9325 310-6624 E52 

MALE4MALE 

MASSAGE! 

EROTIC & RELAXING 
Sunnyvale Location. Call for Details. 
650-248-8485 ask for Daniel. £oi 

Body-Electric CMT offers hot Butt- 
Prostate massage, erotic enemas, 
Tantric and Much more in a private 
Oakland studio. 10am-9pm. Credit 
cards accepted. Paul 510-437-1999 
WWW.MASSAGEROTIC.COM 2 

NUDE EROTIC MASSAGE 

w/Hot,hung,smooth white boy! 

Full body, Hard, Deep and Sensual 
In/Out, Call Joshua (415) 642-185!?,.., 

Michael's Bodywork. East Bay 

HEART-FELT MASSAGE 

Mike, CMT $40/Hour 510-436-3305 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic 2 Erotic, Relaxing 2 
deeply Stimulating. $100/90 min. 
40y.o. Blond, 6', 170# Friendly, Sexy. 
Brad(510) 418-0979(ln Berkeley) £o2 

HOT MUSCL ASIAN 

OeeiYSlron9$ : ullBody/CMT(«»)661-74]5 ] 

Full-body sensual massage. 32, 6'1" 
Masculine, well-built, hairy body. 
Relaxing, nurturing. In / Out Calls. 

•ANTON 925-920-0018* 

Move me,do me, send that loving 
feeling right thru me! Italian, 6',180 
Lbs,8 big inches, sensual massage 
plus more. 10am-9pm. 

John 510-658-2437 £52 

BODY BARBER 

& Massage Therapist. Shave/Trim/or 
sculpt body hair/relax. Alan CMT 
510-436-3330._^ 

HOT HAIRY DADDY 

Mature, Rugged 5'8 170 Muscular 
Great rub 9"uc Tony 415-505-3449.^ 

RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Details at www.ascesis.net/gay 
Offering a unique sensual applicatio n 
of deep tissue, sports & Swedish.Lo¬ 
cated near Oak & Gough. See photo 
ad. Steven CMT (415)626-4800 
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IMU 


MASSAGE 


Enjoy a sensual San Francisco style 
massage and a Twin Peaks view today. 

Tired of soft "fingerpainting” when you need 
a strong deep muscle massage? do» to Castro 



HOT ASIAN MASSAGE 

Excellent full body Swedish/Sensual 
nice smooth in-shape 5'9",150 (415) 
994-1276. In $65, Out $85. 

LOW RECESSION RATES 

Quality nude erotic, sensual, deep tis¬ 
sue with release by handsome, sexy 
masseur. (West of City Hall). 
552-1561. 

Sexual Rub/8"/Ken/346-4966/$80 

VALENTE 

Erotic massage by sexy Mexican. See 
my pics: www.gaydar.com/uk/valen- 
temx. Cell 415-342-1675. In/Out. ^ 

Massage by roaring fire. Muscular 
w/strong gifted hands & sensual touch 
30 yrs exp. Beaut, warm space 
Chip@sfgaymassage.com. 810-8140^ 

OAKLAND C.M.T. 

Italian,ex-football jock,offers profes¬ 
sional, therapeutic,erotic massage. 

11 years experience $70/75 minutes 
Peter 415-378-7805 (cell) 
www.l-knead-you.com ^ 

GREAT PROSTATE MAGIC 

with real nude full body massage. 

Nice to look at. Sexy, nice chest. 
Reduced Holiday Rates, Centrally 
Located. Well experienced. Call 
415-244-9924. Shower available. : £ . 

Sensual*San Jose* 408-729-7156.^ 

EASTBAY NUDE MASSAGE 

Warm, friendly slender guy gives 
erotic fullbody massage. $40/Hour. 

No calls after 11pm, please 

Relax & Enjoy Jim 510-527-7630 eo4 

CONSISTENTLY TOLD 

“The best massage I've ever had!" 
Very gdlkg, muscular & friendly. 
Therapeutic or Therapeutic/Erotic 
(hung big). Avail thru 12/26. Bobby 
619-987-2142._^ 

Relaxing Swedish Massage. 38, 6'2, 
195,handsome with strong hands.. 
$55/hr in only, anytime. Rob 415- 
845-4807. E03 

SENSUAL NUDE MASSAGE 

Latino boy 25yo Danny 305-6856 
Friendly,sexy,slim,5'7", 130# EQ2 

Magical Massage Mastery that 

heals while it pleasures from a 

CMT who knows how to electrify 
the body. Oak Greg 510-547-1364.^ 

Erotic Reiki provides sexual 
empowerment & deep inner peace! 

www.dhamiboo.com/ers.html 


Oakland fullbody Swed. Massge 
Sensual, nurturing, Relaxing and re¬ 
lease. John, CMT 510-291-4157. 

Hot Pecs*Brown Tight Bod*24 Hrs. 
Friendly*Discreet*0ut*540-0269 es2 

NEW: SUPREME LUXURY 
2 HANDSOME CMT’S 
4 HANDS AT ONCE 

Incredible Swedish/Deep Tissue 
$200/75 mins. 415-424-0148 
or 415-359-7005. In/Out. £oi 

Flu epidemic! How to protect yourself:by 

BOOSTING YOUR IMMUNE 
SYSTEM 248% WITH 

Transfer Factor. Mike 510-436-3305 eq2 

Rad Rub CCC Paul 925-890-6833 eq6 

San Jose- Full Body Swedish-CMT- 
$40/Hr-$55/1 l/2Hr- Showers 
Avail. 8am-9pm 7 day Appt's 
408-288-6169 Anthony- Air Cond 


CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT 
BODY WORK WITHOUT ANY 
COMPARISON. TRY IT NOW 

30, 5'11", 175 lbs. Outgoing. No at¬ 
titude. Call 415-255-0850 eo2 

Very Handsome, strong, built, CMT 
Outstanding swedish/deep tissue 
Derek 415-424-0148 10am- Late eqi 

ASIAN 
EAST BAY 

Sensual full body massage 

In $50, Out $60, 510-420-0112 KenjE 

EBAY BEEFY MUSCL 

Gives good deep Swedish! 

Masc, hairy, 195, 5'H", 45, moust. 
M-F aft 5, w/e OK-RIx-fable/Oil 
In $60/60, $90/90 510-601-6995 e&2 

BODYWORK BY ASIAN 

Friendly, gdlkging CMT 5'6", 130, 
warm hands, sensual touch, full body, 
real massge. In/Out. 218-0128 E52 

Relax Release enjoy a sensual full 
body massage by 38 CMT 75 min 
$50 Great hands from Stan 641-8221 2 



Experienced Hands Provide Integrated 
Swedish, Sports. Deep Tissue Massage 
with a Sensitive Approach. 

Jefe CMT, 994-4665 


y ^ m*. MASSAGI 

Justin 



www.OncHolMassaEc.com 



Jay 

Swedish 
W'gfc.El Massage 
CMT 


W - 


63 




415-407-9424 

HRs10am-7pm Monday-Saturday 
jjwagner70@hotmail.com 



SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 

www.SomaHands.com 

415-864-6384 


David 

CMT 




$100 415.414.0792 ° Se 




BayAreaReporter 
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MASSAGE 





A public service message from pilots, air traffic controllers, seagulls and UFO's. 


BE CAREFUL OUT 
THERE THIS HOLIDAY 
SEASON! 


www.shimtantra.com 


m 

connectf 
erotic 
body 
and 
spirit 
Shim 971-9720 




m jmt 

Swedish/Shiatsu 

415 . 505.4351 


BmAreaR] 


All of us at the i#AY#lREAflEPORTER hope 
you get everything you want this Holiday Season. 

We know what's on our lists! 


LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 



STRONG, HEALING 

MASSAGE 


UNIQUE, INTUITIVE BLEND OF 
DEEP TISSUE. ACCUPRESSURE & ENERGY WORK. 
NURTURING & REJUVENATING. 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 

GIOVANNI 415-522-1909 

giooctB’yahnp.cnm 



Expanded Hours 


(415) 

282-6632 

romyns@hotmail.com 



In DeerPark 


Dave Gerdes, 

M.A., C.M.T. 



• BODYWORK 
"Integral 
massage" 

• COACHING 


For appt. call (415) 497-9200 

www.indeerpark.net 


FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique style therapeutic and erotic 
.massage in front of a fireplace. Out 
calls available also. Johnny 505-3060 2 

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, energetic and athletic. Fer¬ 
nando CMT (510) 325-7725. In/Out. 

■E03 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

28,5 , 8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 



MEDijAjivE Accuppui^E 

JhEkApEUTic jhkpuGH sensual 

BY hANDSOME AsiAN iN/OlT[ 


jAi\vis 510-701-7989 


MACK’S “FULLBODY’ MASSAGE 

In/Out Calls-415-3500968 


69 OR MORE MINUTES 

To relax, release, heal U from tension 
& worries. Both naked 100% with U. 
Swedish, deep tissue. Sensual intuitive 
professional CMT Italian 36y/o 
6'3" 190#8"cut. Dark skinned, hairy 
fit. In $69(Lower Haight) Out $20 
more. Special dates/sessions avail¬ 
able. Welcome all diverse men. Travel 
Bay Area. (415) 260-0803. RICO 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 
yr old. Student discount, in/out calls, 
day/eve and lat nite apptmts avail. 
Eric • 841-5870. 


CUTE MASSEUR 225-4081 

5'9" 145Lbs. 30wst fit Slim/Smooth 
Blond/Brn eyes. SF/Marin. In/Out. 
Have table. 


SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
Spa and Massage Getaway Packages. 
Roger 707-525-1771www.sr-hideaway.com i 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck*(510)388-4941 

E01 

SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5 / 6"/150/6.5. 
Sensual full body ascupressure & 
Shiastsu massasge w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. 

_ E52 

Peninsula Therapeutic and Erotic 
In/Out. Full-Body TLC 650 367 7528 

_E01-04 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Healing, sensual, loving touch 
Deep tissue, Older men welcomed. 
Hotels, 24 Hours 
Josh, CMT. • (415) 346-4677. 

__ E52 

Castro Certified • Only $45/$65 

•WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 


SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28y/o 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441 2854 

_E_01 

TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALTY 

Hotman 48 6' 165 S&P Beard, hung 
Erotic Full Body Massage In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C Visa. Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 


HOT DEEP 
& LONG 

Erotic & therapeutic/both naked/Sexy 
Italian Hunk CMT Versatile. 
190#6 / 4",8 /, cut,Diverse body type, 
ages, colors, welcome. Travel Bay 
Area. In call $70, Outcall $90. 

(415) 621-4202. • Lorenzo 


EXCELLENT 

MASSAGE 

Skilled,intuitive Swedish bodywork & 
steamin' hot nude erotic touch in 
warm clean studio near Dolores Park 
by tall lean sexy blond w/strong 
hands/deep, hot prostate work by 
appt/60 min = $75/90 min = $90 
2 hr=$100/2.5 hr=$125. Heron 
Saline,CHT 415/706-9740. Leave 
feelin' gooooooood!!! 


FULLNUDE,FULL RELEASE 

I am a 25 year old model that has 
been in several large publications. 6'3 
216Lbs Blonde hair/blue eyes, I am 
smooth with a 8X6 uncut. I have a 
hard, ripped body with a face that 
could stop a freight train. When I 
walk, people stop and stare. My mas¬ 
culinity drives men and women crazy 
alike. I am a great masseur and spe¬ 
cialize in full nude, full release sensu¬ 
al rubdowns From "head to toe!" So 
come on in and release some tension. 
Mike • 415-505-1540. 


Fit Castro Daddybear 412-0397 


JUST 

THE 

BEST 

Very handsome, well-endowed strong, 
gentle and friendly CMT. 465-2662.^ 

PROSTATE 

BLISS 

and health-4-full-body by pro. In $60. 
989-7736. Union Square area. 



YOU DESERVE THE BEST! 

Nude, full body, deep tissue by 
goodlooking, strong, muscular, 

9 yrs. experience. Release now! 

In Only-Gary @ 305-5609 near 
City Hall. 30-90 minute sessions. 

_E5 

Sexy blonde will rub U down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 23yo bottom/smooth 57" 
135# In/Out. 415-210-1526 Sean 


HAIRY MASSEUR 

full body full release massage 
done in the nude by a very nice 
looking naturally hairy guy! 
510-912-8812. Outcalls only. 


HUGE FAT CUT MEAT 

9X6 Cut, 6' 180# 45 full release 
In $60 • Buck • 724-8117. 

eo: 

San Jose airport area. Hot tub, mas¬ 
sage & bodywork/play in private stu¬ 
dio. Forest, CMT, 408-605-1528. 

'E5i 

NUDE MASSAGE BY 
SEXY MEXICAN 

27yol50#5/8 Great Looking mascu¬ 
line and friendly. Call Luis 415-846- 
4213. In/Out 


SERIOUS SPORTS MASSAGE 
WWW.BODYSPA-SF.COM 


EROTIC MASSAGE GWM 

Hairy Hunk5'10, 180, Playful 
Jim 415 934-9325 310-6624 


MALE4MALE MASSAGE! 

EROTIC & RELAXING 
Sunnyvale Location. Call for Details. 
650-248-8485 ask for Daniel. 


Body-Electric CMT offers hot Butt- 
Prostate massage, erotic enemas, 
Tantric and Much more in a private 
Oakland studio. 10am-9pm. Credit 
cards accepted. Paul 510-437-1999 
WWW.MASSAGEROTIC.COM 

NUDE EROTIC MASSAGE 

w/Hot,hung,smooth white boy! 

Full body, Hard, Deep and Sensual 
In/Out, Call Joshua (415) 642-1855 

_'_ x ' _E52 

Michael's Bodywork. East Bay 

HEART-FELT MASSAGE 

Mike, CMT $40/Hour 510-436-3305 


EAST BAY 
MASSAGE 

Therapeutic 2 Erotic, Relaxing 2 
deeply Stimulating. $100/90 min. 
40y.o. Blond, 6', 170# Friendly, Sexy. 
Brad(510) 418-0979(ln Berkeley) 


HOT MUSCL 
ASIAN 

DettfStrancyFull Body/C MT(408)661-7415 
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mquels/escorts 



& PASSIONATE TO LEATHER & KINK. 

UNHURRIED 4 DISCREET. 
EXPLORE SOMETHING NEW WITH ME! 


mmmmmsR 




mm 


Goodlooking, 6'1", 165 Lbs 

ASIAN 

TOP 

$80/$ 100 * JIM 269-5707 


Mike, 38, 5'10", 190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100 (415) 863-8932 


LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 


CONSTRUCTION WORKER TOP 

6-1, 177#, vgl, 9 inch cut 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage es? 


SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 

SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 

SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 

E02 


Handsome Italian top hung 10x7! 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Gentle strength & arousing edge 
In/Out all Bay Area 415-256-6743 £oi 


Hot, masculine w/buzzcut & goatee- 

SHVD.HEAD STUD 

6ft., ez-goin'well-hung, big balls 
Clint*415-540-5311*in/out. 24hrs. 
See pics-swingonmything@aol.com E52 


AFFECTION STUD 

WWW.M4MESCORT.COM 

27 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 o 


WWW. 

TOTALTOP 

.COM 


CUTE TWINK BOY 

20 black 5'11" 135 Smooth 
Black/ brown. 8" cut 
415-205-6423 
Happy Holidays! 


STEELWORKER 

6-1,180#, muscular, 9inch cut, 
29yrs, Top call Steve 415-595-3064 





Anything goes Asian 57" 135lbs 
Tom 415-412-7261 


Sexy,smooth,cute boy. 21, Br/Br 
Fun,Friendly. 415-540-1024. Out. 


S BAY LATIN HUNK 

www.juniortorres.com 
35yr 5'9",170 100% vers 
8 1/2 thick uncut very discreet 
open minded, tattooed, 
goatee, masculine, will travel. 
408-607-5113 cell 


Latin Macho daddy/6'/180/38yo/well 
defined body strong legs, big smooth 
bubble butt/big balls/very well hung. 
Versatile. Call Joe 415-225-4963 


Bl BLACK STUD TOP 

Handsome Hung Discreet Friendly 
and Drug-Free. • Out Only 
CEDRIC • 510 776-5945 


Jeff 415-215-8396 $120/hr Out 

GENTLE/INTENSE FIST 

http://www.masterjeff.com/escort 


SEXY ISRAELI 

Very handsome, green eyes, great body, 
gorgeous butt & very well hung. Will fulfill 
your fantasies and more. 207-6486. | q 

Hot blonde w/green eyes 

SEXY NEW BOY TOY 

57" 135# Smooth/Bottom 23yo Boy 
In/Out Calls-Jason 415-595-2136. 


HORNY FRIENDLY DUDE 

28,5'6",140#,smooth athletic 
hot. Great tool, sweet ass. 

Patrick 415-846-2824. SF Only. 



http://www.sffootplay.com/ 

SIZE 12 FEET 

COLLEGE BOY-21 YO WM 

$120 Out Only 415-739-9217 

AFFECTIONTE 
KISSABLE, CUTE 
BOTTOM BOY 

LET ME MAKE YOU SMILE! 

26,slim,smooth, & I love to kiss 
Blond, Blue & Tattooed; No drugs 
I am well-read, conversational & 
friendly; STD & Ego free!!!! 

$120,Out only. 415-871-4228,SEAN 


6'2"-160Lbs-Br/BI/Hung 7-Cutie 

21Y/0 HOT BOY 

TALL«YOUNG-HORNY WM 
323-251-1151 - SHAWN 

Outcalls Only-In SF$120/Hr. 

$140 In South/East Bay Nr. BART^ 

Uniformed/Booted/ArmedDominant 

LEATHER COP 

Pvt Training Facil. 415-821-1342 
DogCopSF@hotmail.com 


Redhead All-American 

BOY NEXT DOOR 

$150 Bo McCain 415-309-9866 
www.bomccain.com ^ 

21,5'11,150,cute,smooth,toned,Hung 
415-210-9291. Out Only. 


CUTE SEXY SKATER BOY 

Pierced fun friendly versatile 
25 57"150#s Toned Green Eyes 
Mischievous&Horny Nik • 560-0058 



9x7 

In real inches 

Handsome, Muscular 
and Masculine. 


Honest & Friendly 

SF and SF Bay Area 
Scott: 
415.210.2505 


More information and XXX PICS email: Stanton9x7@aol.com 



MIREC 


6'0” • 178# 

31 y.o. 

Eastern European Hunk 
with Gorgeous Body. 

10x6 Perect Uncut 


415 . 730.0568 


Please Unblock 
Your Number. 





jackvandean.com 


□ Leather Play n 

from Mild to Wild. Sensual S Slow. 
This Top likes to take his time. 
Playroom/sling/most scenes. 

6' 2", 188, 45. Castro. 

Call Jay (415) 385-9623 


HDNEST 9" THICK CUT LARGE 
SMOOTH LOW HANGERS. MUSCU¬ 
LAR LEAN GYM BODY. BIG LDAD 
WHEREVER YOU NEED IT MDST. 
BLONDE. 33YRS. 511". 170#. 
XLNT PERFORMER. TOTALLY AC¬ 
CURATE AD. TDP STUD. CALL IAN 
SIZD OOT-CALLS IN S.F. 

954-494-45BB 


hairy butt 
versatile 
un-cut 


Xmas Relief. New Year? New Fist! 

SF House Calls -Morlex*679-3320 

E52 


STR8 

HOT 

PLEASURE 

5'9" 185#Blond Blue Muscular!!! 
SM OK. 415-995-7550. Mike 


8" Naked Play/Ken/346-4966/$80 m 
F rat Boy Hunk 

Solid Muscular Pecs, Abs & Legs 
Deep throat and young jock ass 
5'9", 155#,30W,8" 640-4045 £oi 


'enforcing the penal code" 


6’4 BIG X COP 

Bi,shaved head/goatee, #12 feet, 
#8 rod. New to area:$110 out 
only. Call Badge:(510)258-2229 
email: badgell04@hotmail.com 


WWW.RIPEBOYS.COM 


HANDSOME MASCULINE SENSUAL 

BLUE COLLAR TOP 

32yo,5 , ll"170# brrVbl 8"cut In/Out 24/7 

JAKE • 415-336-1584. 


19YR 

HOT TWINK 

5'6/128/Latin/White Mix 
Vers/In/Out. Jay • 240-8126. 


EUROPEAN 
PORN MODEL 

5 , 9",215#,10X6,35yo, muscle body- 
builder.Out 247 415-239-6916, 
415-225-8827. Antony 
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© 2003 ADVANCED MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 


YOUR FREE BAY AREA CRUISING GUIDE 


Strode what at midnight/ 


ABMRIPMraS! 


It's where you'll want to be this Hew Year’s Eve! 


Come see what real men do when they live in 
the desert @ 

CLUBAMATEURUSA.COM 


THE 3RD THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
IS MAM NIGHT @ THE STEAMWORKS. 

MAM HOTTIES AND PRIZES ALL NIGHT LONG. 

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR 
MAM MEMBERS! =S~ 


free Trial! _ , _ 

mam .com 


2107 4th Street Berkeley, CA 
510.845.8992 


WE DELIVER. 


XXX WEB 


Places to Meet Guys for Sex in the Bay Area 

WWW.SQUIRT.ORG 

_£39-04 


ORDER IN... OR EAT 

• Loads of Locations to look for Sex 

• Live Chat with Guys in the Bay Area 

• Personals & Message Boards 

OVER 5,000 BAY AREA MEMBERS 7j 

www.sqiirt.org 

PressNet Inc. Squirt Fan Club membership req. tor some features. 
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XXX WEB 


big d ck? 


FREE For Hung 8+ 


S6XPl9S.com 

simply email your pix to FREE4Hung@yahoo.com 



MEN 

Local * Live ’ Now 


San Francisco 

415402-1010 

408-257-4411 

825-426-5588 

650-223-0200 

510-858-2000 

Call Toll FREE 

1 “888-399-MALE 



PEOPLE 


Strictly Sex! 


Record & Listen to personal ads 
code: 1010 


THE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONNECTION 


415 - 247-2000 

510 - 814-6099 

707 - 522-5001 

916 - 489-9800 

209 - 473-5959 

559 - 271-9999 



Mot 

local Buysi 

Bar Area s hottest chat lute 


I MrN~| 


Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect five! 

Try it for 


415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 


Good Head in Sonoma County. 
Call Days 707-823-3895 

Bare-Assed Spanking 


TOP wants submissive butt pigs. 
415-752-0971. 

_E52 

San Francisco's #1 Gay Dateline 
Call: 1-900-255-2221. $2.99 min. 

18+ . $3.49 connection charge. 

__ EOI 

STRICTLY 

SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 

EIB 

Paddle/strap/butt 510-654-1122 

_;_E52 

Older GM needs yg. GM for written 
relationship: Yashewa Goldsmith PO 


HOMBRESUNIDOS 

Offers groups & social activities for 
Latino men every Weds @ 6:30PM. 
At the Edge Community Center, 
39160 State St, Fremont, CA 94538. 
Confidential! 

Info 510*790-2887. 


ARE YOU GLBT & OVER 70? 

Elizabeth Stewart of Washington, 
DC is conducting research on sex¬ 
ual satisfaction among people 70 
years and older. Her findings will be 
published in IN THE FAMILY 
magazine. Are you eligible and inter¬ 
ested? The survey is only 13 ques¬ 
tions. Your responses will be con¬ 
fidential and anonymous. For sur¬ 
vey form and any other info,E- 
mail to: elizabeth@efstewart.corn 

BiWM 39Y0 6'3" 7" cut kinky bot¬ 
tom ISO single and couples to play 
with. Open to most, also performs odd 
jobs. No job too odd 707 649 9414. 
Be discreet. 

__E52 

SEXY TRANSVESTITE 

Seeks bi-guys to make X-rated 
videos. $25-$75 pay. I'm in 
Marin County, Selena 461-4135 

_ [ _£01-04 

CALLING ALL 
MILLIONAIRES! 

Let us do all the work so you can have 
all the fun! We are an exclusive match¬ 
making service for affluent gay men 
seeking a life partner. Visit our website 
to learn more: gaymillionairesclub.com 


BayA 


REAIIEPORTER 


PERSONALS ORDER FORM 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request 


First line, Regular 4.50 

All subsequent lines 3.00 

CAPS double price 

BOLD double price 

X-BOLD triple price 


X-BOLD Stops Here 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 


MAIL WITH 

PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 

REPORTER 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 

94103 

OR FAX TO: 

I $3-iM*fitsnwsi«m 

Card Number 

Name 

Telephone 

_ 

Expiration Date 

Address 


f *Y-: £ 

Signature 

City 

State Zip 

1347 Folsom @Dore Alley 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification 

Amount Enclosed 

415.861.8144 

552.8889 


VttJIt® 


BAY AREA MEN 


* Live Talk 

* Meet Ads 

* Voice Mail 
24 Hours 

$2.00 

976-7500 


Free 

(415) 981-8123 



khnr party 

I2ND Ml. EACH MONTH 

Mil SIKI1I1 till Mllllli 

415 864 276B 


Bearded dicksucker needed by an 
extra clean HIV-/Br/BI W/M 6/234 
to 10PM Butch 650-274-9200. 

Hot, White Daddy,45,Big ThickDick 
HIV- wants to suck & 69 with hung 
uncut Latins&Blacks.Greg 864-6932 

___EOI 

HOT GUYS 

Looking for a successful guy? Tired of 
all the guys on the Internet who want 
one thing only? Are you fit, attractive 
and ready for LTR? Visit 
gaymillionairesclub.com (free). ^ 

OPERA & 

SYMPHONY LOVER? 

GWM,high-tech professional, 53, 
HIV-,brn haur & eyes, 5'11" av build 
ISO fellow music aficionado in his 
30s or 40s, HIV-, attractive, upbeat 
attitude & playful wit! Polite with 
good social skills, OUT and comfort¬ 
able, compassionate & easy going. 

Our client is an Opera fan, loves the 
symphony, singing and Sunday New 
York Times. San Jose or San Francis¬ 
co Bay Area preferred. Visit: 
http://gaymillionairesclub.com client 
ad 2738. (FREE). 

_____E52 

Great Head 510-849-2828 Berkeley 

Body Trim and shave "Castro Area 
Location. Call for apptmt. 626-1168 2 

Good Head in Sonoma County. 

Call Days 707-823-3895 

___EOI 

Bare-Assed Spanking 


TOP wants submissive butt pigs. 
415-752-0971. 

San Francisco's #1 Gay Dateline 
Call: 1-900-255-2221. $2.99 min. 
18+. $3.49 connection charge. 


Powerhonso this month: 
Sunday12/28 

SupoiTrash-.-wet-jockstrap 
($100 iriiolCoatost 

Bid schaol disco 
BJ Bis Station fobs, 9 pm 

Wednesday. 12/31 
Bow Year s Eve 2804 
WCT (shoMiofs w/a to-H hoy) 
Blind Chism 
$5adv/$1Bdo«r 


thnrs.1/8 
BnderwearBlsht 




















































































































































































POLAR BEAR SPECIAL 

$199 for two people 

3 Night Stay and Saturday Pasta Dinner 
FEATURING: 

* heated peel party 

* movies in the lounge 

* drink specials 

* Live music Saturday night with 
PLOUBHDUND and PEPPERSPRAY 


New Years Eve Special 

$299 for two people 

3 Night Stay, NY Eve Dinner, Dancing, NY Brunch 


707.869.0656 

WWW.FIFES.COM 

16467 Highway 116 . guerneville 


GUEST RANCH 


ROADHOUSE 

RESTAURANT 


' ^ i 

JAN. 16-19,2004 

(MLK Holiday Weekend) 

In Guerneville > the 
town that brings you 

LAZY BEAR 
WEEKEND! 


Russian 


Your Howie at tin River! 

Cheek Oof the Newest Addition te 
Oar Family! New O^ea Every Night! 


River Resort 


AUSSIE TIMS 


TEXAS BABBEQUE 


Comer 4th & Mill Streets 


(It should be called "Awesome Tims!") 

■ Guerneville, CA~ 1-800 4-1-RESORT 


Where Bears DARE to be BARE! 


[Although we'd suggest a warm SI fluffy robe for 
going to our clothing optional hot tub) 
And maybe some slippers.I 


Cabins & Rooms with Fireplace 


Highlands 

Resort 


WinterSpecial! 

['sorry, not available on ltdiday/event weekends! 

707 .869.033} 

WWW . HIGH t AN DS Rr SORT. COM 

.. " 


Romance at the 
River! 

A crackling fire, cosy bed 
and a view of the river 
just bring your favorite Bear 
& make some memories! 

(or take some pdaroids!!) 

Ask about our Winter Special! 


WWW.R10V1IXA.COM 


707.865.1143 


For more information contact Russian River Chamber of Commerce at 1-877-644-9001 • www.russianriver.com 












































